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DAY OF HOLY CONVERSATION 

As part of the response to Bishop Young 

Jin Cho's request that the Virginia 

Conference Common Table for Church 

Vitality facilitate conversation around 

the conference on the subject of human 

s e x u a l i t y ,  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e 

Communications office set up a blog 

p a g e  h t t p : / / v a u m c . o r g /

HolyConversationBlog 

on the conference website to allow 

Virginia United Methodists to post their 

opinions and continue the "Holy 

Conversation" begun on the Nov. 22 

"Day of Holy Conversation." The 

guiding question for the panelists and 

presenters in the Nov. 22 "Day of Holy 

Conversation" was: “In light of concerns 

being expressed in different areas of the 

connection of The United Methodist 

Church and in society as a whole 

regarding human sexuality, how can we 

move forward in mission and ministry 

together?” You are invited to post your 

thoughts and responses to that 

question. 

DVD’s of the event are available upon 

request at the office (757)473-1592. 

  I had to update my computer software 

recently. When I finished, I realized the 

software company had changed all my 

settings and it looked completely different. 

It was frustrating at first because it was like 

I was learning the software all over again. I 

have found that change can sometimes be 

frustrating and disorienting. How about 

you? Have you had to update your 

software lately? 

I find that congregations do not like software upgrades 

(change) either. It can be very frustrating. It may change 

something they prefer or like. Change is hard. We can get so 

focused on memories of the past and the sacred acts that 

we’ve experienced in our churches, that we lose sight of why 

we exist as a church. We can lose sight that “while we were 

yet sinners Christ died for us.” We can lose sight that “God so 

loved the world that He gave His only Son that whomever 

shall believe will not perish but have everlasting life.” We can 

lose sight that Jesus sacrificed everything, even His own life, 

for the church. 

Today, one of the big choices congregations will have to 

make is whether we will preserve our likes and preferences, 

or whether we will leave a legacy. A legacy like the one left 

for us by those that came before us. Pioneers willing to trust 

God even if that meant change, change so that more people 

would know Christ’s love, mercy and grace. People who 

wanted everyone to experience the abundant life that Christ 

opens to all who believe.  

Friends, we need to upgrade our software, even if it seems 

frustrating for a while. If this upgrade will help more people 

know and experience God’s love then shouldn’t it be worth 

the frustration.  

How about it? Shall we upgrade?  

  ~Wayne 

http://vaumc.org/HolyConversationBlog?srctid=1&erid=483532&trid=4a806ffa-95aa-424a-9d31-9409f86a4ec3
http://vaumc.org/HolyConversationBlog?srctid=1&erid=483532&trid=4a806ffa-95aa-424a-9d31-9409f86a4ec3
http://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vaumc.org%2fpages%2fnews%2f2014vanews%2f2014vanews_dayofconversation&srcid=19527&srctid=1&erid=483532&trid=4a806ffa-95aa-424a-9d31-9409f86a4ec3
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Charge conferences are over, Advent and Christmas have passed, and Epiphany is 

nearly over. So now what? Pray, pray, pray! 

I’m not suggesting we don’t already pray, because I’m sure we all do. What I am 

advocating is that we become more intentional in our prayer. Many of our churches 

have just finished their stewardship campaigns and are now looking forward to Lent. If 

you’re like me, what we give, how we give and when we give is all based on prayer.  

 

This should be when we intentionally pray for God’s guidance and seriously search our hearts and faith. 

Much of the District training this year dealt with how we go about the ministry of our church. Everyone I 

talked to all agreed prayer was essential. It was wonderful to see so many “old” faces and great to see so 

many “new” faces. This was an answer to prayer. People giving of their time, talents and gifts is an answer 

to prayer. In almost everything we see and do there is an answer to prayer. Imagine what is possible if we 

become intentional in our praying! After all, is not everything possible through God. One of the concerns I 

heard during charge conferences was we need more members, especially young couples. Great! What are 

you doing about it? Are you sitting back and waiting for them to show up? We know that doesn’t work. 

Are you waiting for the upcoming training to get started? If so, why? We should already be praying to God 

both daily and intentionally. Then listen! Yes listen. God will answer our prayers but we must be open to 

His call and listen for it. Only then can we respond and take action on God’s will for us. 

 

I mentioned that Lent is coming. Lent is a time for inward reflection, reconciliation and spiritual growth. It 

is not a time to just give up something trivial, like chocolate. Lent is a time to remember what is about to 

happen. Jesus will die on a cross for our sins. What better time to intentionally pray. Christ prayed for 

guidance, for strength, for vision and for us. Yes Jesus even prayed for the “cup” to be taken from him. 

Jesus knew what was to come and obeyed the Father and did God’s will. What is God’s will for us? How 

will we respond? Let us all pray, intentionally for what God would have us do and respond by truly being 

the hands and feet of Jesus! 

God Bless, 

Gary  
768-6040, ext. 127 

DISTRICT LA Y LEADER  

Gary Denette 
garysmiles@ymail.com 

(757) 636-3895 

SAVE THE  DATE  

ANNUAL BOARD of  

MISSION DINNER  

Sun,  March 1 st ~  5 pm 

Centenary  UMC,  

Portsmouth  

Check with your   

church  off ice  
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Purpose of United Methodist Women:  
 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of 

women whose purpose is to know God and experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship; and to 

expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the 

church.  

 

My term as President of the Elizabeth River United Methodist Women is coming to its end.  There are not enough 

words to express what an honor and joy it has been to serve: first, our Lord Jesus Christ, and secondly, the ERD 

United Methodist Women during the time of new beginnings.  We have crossed the bridges, gone through the 

tunnels, and traveled new and unknown roads as we became one supportive community going forth carrying out our 

Purpose.  Now the time has come for me to turn over the Gavel of Leadership to Joann McClung. Joann is an active 

member and church Secretary of Wesley Memorial UMC in Norfolk. She has served Conference Women in the offices 

of MN&O (4) years and Communication (4) years.  She served the former Norfolk District Women as 

Communication twice for a total of 8 years.  Joann is very active in her home church as well as service on both 

Conference and District levels of 

the church. Joann is will equipped 

to answer the call of service and 

leadership of the Elizabeth River 

District United Methodist Women.  

Shalom, 

Carolyn Patterson 

District Prayer Luncheon, Saturday, Feb. 27
th
  10:00 a.m.  

Cost for Breakfast $4.  West End UMC (1800 Rodman Rd Portsmouth) 

Program: Heart Havens 

Mission Project:  Agape Children’s Center supplies 

Reservations due Mon., Feb 23rd ~ 397-7815 

Ministry with the Poor: Featuring Shane Claiborne  

Saturday, February 21, 2015 | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM* 

Grace Harbor UMC  3328A Western Branch Blvd, Chesapeake  

*Please plan to arrive by 8:30 AM  for registration; the event will begin promptly at 9. 

 

    Join us February 21 for our Ministry with the Poor event featuring Shane Claiborne, author and visionary 

leader of The Simple Way, a faith community in inner city Philadelphia that has helped birth and connect 

radical faith communities around the world. For more information about Shane Claiborne, please visit 

www.redletterchristians.org/shane. 

 

     The Ministry with the Poor event costs $25/person and lunch is provided. We encourage you to bring a 

team from your church so that together you can experience the event and can take that information and 

ideas back to your church. Registration for the 5 Talent Academy’s Ministry with the Poor event closes on 

February 5th—just one month from today. Have you registered yet?  

 

Register today at http://vaumc.org/5talent. Deadline for registration is Feb. 5th.  

 

Ministry with the Poor is designed for all who want to make a difference in their community by partnering 

WITH and serving alongside the poor. We suggest you bring your missions or outreach team, your Sunday 

School class or small group, or anyone who has passion for ministry with the poor.  We are offering a group 

discount (bring five for the price of four!) to help you bring a team to this event. Individual event tickets 

cost $25 and include lunch, but with our group discount, you can bring a team of five and will only be 

charged the price of four ($100). This offer is only good at the time of registration—all 5 attendees must be 

registered together at one time. 

Those attending can earn .5 CEU’s 

http://www.redletterchristians.org/shane
http://vaumc.org/5talent
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“And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the 

skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine 

into new wineskins.” This verse, Mark 2:22, was one of the Scriptures I read in my 

devotion time this past week. It struck me as a Scripture that applies to our changing 

times.  Jesus lived passionately, reaching out to the least, the last and the lost. He was 

not as concerned about ritual as he was about teaching us to love one another. We 

struggle in our times with how to be the church, to be like Jesus, but that is our 

challenge and we are not alone. 

 We had a wonderful gathering of more than 200 people at the District Training in January. There is an 

energy and an excitement when people come together to learn new ways of visioning, reaching out, 

gathering in small groups, and rethinking church. Tools such as MissionInsite help us to learn more about our 

neighbors and how we might be in ministry with them. Thank you to the members of Community UMC in 

Virginia Beach for their hospitality in hosting the District Training. Thank you to each of the workshop leaders 

from the Conference offices and from our local churches. 

 In January more than 50 people gathered for a Safe Sanctuaries Training at New Creation/Aldersgate 

UMC in Chesapeake. Everyone contributed to the discussion, sharing practical ideas for being hospitable as 

well as being a safe sanctuary. Thank you to Aldersgate UMC for coordinating this training. If your church 

would like to host a Safe Sanctuaries Training or borrow resources to conduct a training session for your 

church, please contact me in the District Office. I would be happy to assist you or to lead the training.  

 We have other opportunities coming up to gather together and seek out new ways to be in ministry. 

On February 2 and 3, there are two Vacation Bible School preview events at the District Office. There is the 5 

Talent Academy on February 21 on “Ministry with the Poor: Featuring Shane Claiborne”. It will be streamed 

live to Grace Harbor UMC in Chesapeake. On March 1, we hope that many of you will join us in celebration 

at the Board of Mission Dinner at Centenary UMC in Portsmouth. “How to Reach New People” is the big 

spring event sponsored by the Virginia Annual Conference and the Elizabeth River District UMC. This event 

will empower each church that attends to build a team and a plan to reach new people. There is more 

information about each of these events in this newsletter. 

 Lent begins this month. Here are some websites for some new ideas for Lent.  http://www.umcom.org/

learn/5-out-of-the-box-easter-outreach-ideas and http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/Lent-and-

Easter. I have recently ordered some new resources, Renegade Gospel, by Mike Slaughter; Revival, by Adam 

Hamilton; and The God We Can Know, by Rob Fuquay. They should be in by early February. Please contact 

me if you are interested in borrowing a study or to see if another church has a study that you could borrow. 

We are a connectional church. Sharing resources and ideas strengthens the connection. 

 One final note, we are in the process of launching a new District website. We will be asking churches to 

share their stories with pictures and videos. Watch for more information about this in the coming weeks. 

With this change, I will be using my conference email address, ellenclements@vaumc.org. God be with you. 

Shalom, Ellen 

District Program Coordinator 

(757) 473-1502 

District PROGRAM COORDINATOR   

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Clements 
ellenclements@vaumc.org 

 

Contact Ellen at ellenclements@vaumc.org to register. There will be a drawing after both sessions are 
completed to give away the kits to two workshop participants.  

http://www.umcom.org/learn/5-out-of-the-box-easter-outreach-ideas
http://www.umcom.org/learn/5-out-of-the-box-easter-outreach-ideas
http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/Lent-and-Easter
http://www.umcmission.org/Find-Resources/Lent-and-Easter
mailto:ellenclements@vaumc.org
mailto:ellenclements@vaumc.org
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VVBBS S Prev iew Dates:  Prev iew Dates:    

Monday, Feb. 2, 6:30 PM Monday, Feb. 2, 6:30 PM oror  Tuesday, Feb. 3, 10:30 AMTuesday, Feb. 3, 10:30 AM  
 

          Come and see highlights of two popular VBS Programs 
 at the District Office, 815 Baker Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23462 

  (inside Heritage UMC around the far side of the building) 

In this mission-focused VBS, kids 

experience God’s unstoppable love at the G-Force 

Adventure Park and discover how fueling up on 

God’s Word will change their lives. 

Cokesbury 

G-Force — God’s Love in Action 

At Everest VBS, kids 

will explore one of 

the most majestic, 

beautiful (and some-

times dangerous)  

places on earth. As they “trek” through each day, 

they will learn that God’s awesome power is enough 

to overcome any “mountain” or problem in their lives. 

Group 

Everest - Conquering Challenges with God’s  

Mighty Power 

 

 

 

 

 

 

meeting at Oak Grove  

this year! 

Second Monday each month 

7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

See you there! 
 

(427 N Battlefield Blvd,  

Chesapeake) 

Contact person: 

Betsy Parsons, (757) 537-7297 

elizabethriverdyc@gmail.com 

ELIZABETH RIVER  

       DISTRICT  
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At the 2015 Annual Winter Banquet held at 

New Creation – Aldersgate, UMC on Tuesday, January 20th  

Honored Life Members and Pastors.  

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Elizabeth River District Men’s Ministry Team  

Team Leader – Albert Weal (St. Paul’s UMC) 

Membership Coordinator – David Collins (Community UMC) 

Ministries Coordinator – Bill Slingerland (Haygood UMC) 

Communications Coordinator – Alan Burtchell (Thalia UMC) 

Treasurer – Chris Parsons (St. Paul’s UMC) 

Secretary – Andrew Kissell (Community UMC) 

Chaplain – Clyde Harrell (Hickory UMC) 

Webmaster – Jesse Pittman (Wesley Memorial UMC) 

Woody Gibson – Scouting Advocate (Great Bridge UMC) 

Men’s Ministry Advocate – Johnnie Draughon (Community UMC) 

VA Conference UMM President – Jeff Hall (Community UMC) 

Nominations – Andrew Kissell (Community UMC) 

 

Visit our website – www.elizabethrivermen.org. 

Saturday, March 21, 

Trinity UMC, 903 Forest Ave., Richmond  

Both laity and clergy are invited to attend. 

Registration Cost: $10 – includes lunch 

Register at www.vaumc.org 

Deadline to register is March 16.  

 

The Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey, Director of Missional Church Initiatives 
in the West Ohio Conference UMC, will be the plenary speaker. 
There will also be small group learning opportunities in the areas of 
prayer and Wesleyan spiritual disciplines. 

www.elizabethrivermen.org 

ELIZABETH RIVER DISTICT 

BISHOP’S CONVOCATION ON PRAYER 

There are also appointed Sub-District 

Coordinators (SDC). With approximately 

70 United Methodist Churches in the 

Elizabeth River District. The Ministry 

Team has broken down these churches 

into sub-districts with about 7 churches in 

each sub-district. A coordinator has been 

assigned for each sub-district to 

communicate and build a relationship 

with each UMM President and their 

fellowships. It is the desire of the Ministry 

Team to promote unity & growth for all 

men in the United Methodist Church and 

beyond to see the list of Sub-

Coordinators ... 

http://www.vaumc.org
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Elizabeth River Elizabeth River DISTRICT ATDISTRICT AT--LARGELARGE  

  MEMBERS to MEMBERS to Annual ConferenceAnnual Conference  

ElectedElected  at DISTRICT CONFERENCE,at DISTRICT CONFERENCE, November 15th November 15th   

St. Paul’s UMC in Chesapeake  

 

YA = Young Adult 

Above are Elizabeth River District’s at-large members to Annual Conference. 

Anita Chapman (Norfolk) 

Anne Anglen (Norview) 

Berta Presby (St. Andrew’s-VB) 

Beth Snead  

Betty Marshall (Zion Grace) 

Betty Whitehurst (Charity) 

Bill Slingerland (Haygood)  

Bobbie Fulcher (Salem) 

“Butch” Reynolds (Beech Grove) 

Clyde Harrell (Hickory) 

Dale Ware (St. Andrew’s-VB) 

Dane Mills (Thalia) 

Darlene Amon (Monumental) 

David Springstead, Jr. (YA Community-VB) 

Devon Blair (YA The Gathering) 

Donn Lee (Courthouse Community) 

Donna Denette (Centenary) 

Ed” Heath, Jr. (Monumental) 

Ellen Clements (Community-VB) 

Faye Joseph (Epworth) 

George Williams (Great Bridge) 

Gerry Brighton (Christ) 

Jackie Ware (St. Andrew's-VB) 

Janet Moore (Saint Paul’s) 

Jim Bergdoll (Baylake) 

 

 

Jim Oliver (Wesley Chapel) 

Joan Averette (Thalia) 

John Case (Great Bridge) 

John Clark (Virginia Beach) 

Julianne Rosas (YA-Wesley Chapel) 

Linda Drummond (St. Paul’s) 

Linda Weal (St. Paul’s) 

Lois Simons (Norfolk) 

Marta Pizzeck (New Creation) 

Mary Kay Miller (Wesley Chapel) 

Mary Stroh (Baylake) 

Mary Sue Floyd (New Creation) 

Michael Monge (NewCreation) 

Olivia Hinton (St. Andrew’s-Po) 

Penny Reynolds (Beech Grove) 

Phyllis Ford (Wesley Memorial) 

Rebecca Ellis (Community-VB) 

Rhiannon Houser (YA The Gathering) 

Ross Fulcher (Salem) 

Terry Dettmer (Community-Port) 
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NOTE: Pulpit supply needs to be arranged so the pastor can attend the entire event.  

This event is sponsored by the Virginia UMC Annual Conference and the 

Elizabeth River District and the reduced cost is made possible by your apportionment contributions. 

  Pre-registration is required. Flyer is available.  
 

 Please call or email Ellen in the Elizabeth River District Office 
 757-473-1592 or email ellenclements@vaumc.org.  

 
Space is limited so get your registration in early. Final Registration deadline is March 1.  
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UPDATE CHURCH OFFICERS ON EVC SITE 

http://www.evc.vaumc.org/ 

Please continue to update your church officers on the 

EVC site. The Conference office will be using what 

you’ve entered for mailing, (including the Annual 

Conference Lay Member information., which is the 

Book of Reports & the Registration Card/Nametag 

packet.) And the District Office needs to be able to 

access contact info of your major church leaders.Be in 

touch with Debbie in the district office if you have any 

questions. Call (757) 473-1592 or email 

elizabethriverdistrict@vaumc.org. 

I M P O R T A N T ! ! ! 

March 16-17, 2015 (full day on March 16, half day on March 17) 

Presenter Rev. Jorge Acevedo 
   Lead Pastor at Grace Church, 
   Cape Coral, Florida 

Topic:   "Turbo-Charging the Wesleyan Tradition in the 21st Century" 

God used the Wesleys and the early Methodist movement to transform not just the church 
but the culture.  Their unique approach to the Gospel has transferable principles that if 
harnessed in the 21st century can once again transform the church and culture. Using his 
19 years as Lead Pastor at one church, Jorge Acevedo will share some of these transferable 
principles and their unique application and results in his setting. Register at ...  

 http://www.vwc.edu/administration/church-relations/continuing-education-series.php.  

 

 

 

 

CLERGY ASSOCIATION 

The District Office 

Staff would like to 

thank the Clergy Asso-

ciation for our  Christ-

mas gifts. We don’t re-

ally get to see you as a 

group, so please know 

that we are very 

grateful! 

Virginia Wesleyan College CEU Seminar for Clergy 

Want to help support IGNITE, the new United Methodist 
Church being planted near ODU?  Want to learn more about 
who they are and how you can help?  For the next few months, 
Brandon Robbins, who is planting this new faith community, 
will be speaking to various Methodist Churches and groups 
throughout the district.  If you would like to have him come 
speak to your church or group, email him at 
brandon@ignitenorfolk.org.  This is a great way to reach 
college students and support this exciting new work God is 

doing in our district! 

http://www.vwc.edu/administration/church-relations/continuing-education-series.php
mailto:brandon@ignitenorfolk.org
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IMAGINE NO MALARIA  . . . AROUND THE DISTRICT . . .  

Kathy Hodges writes: “Oak Grove UMC in Chesapeake raised $2250 for Imagine No Malaria in a month 

long campaign in November 2014.  Children’s Ministries created 100 pipe-cleaner mosquitos, attached 

them to a huge mosquito net and then offered the 

congregation chances to “destroy” the insects for a $10 

donation, the cost of a mosquito net.  Youth and Adult 

Ministries partnered to offer an event called Scary Movie 

Night.  They chose four scary movies, ranging from G to PG-

13 to appeal to all ages and offered free popcorn, candy and 

drinks. The evening started with a short presentation about 

the UMC campaign against 

malaria featuring excerpts 

from the documentary “A 

Killer in the Dark” and was followed by a love offering. Then the 

crowd dispersed throughout the church to enjoy their movie of 

choice. The congregation was also offered a chance to donate to 

Imagine No Malaria through the offering plate for four Sundays and 

were educated each week by filmed promotions created by the youth 

and children and even two life-sized (youth) mosquitos that roamed the 

halls giving out Imagine No Malaria brochures.” 

The Elizabeth  River United during the November District Luncheon at 

Wesley Chapel UMC. The funds will be donated to the Imagine No 

Malaria initiative. More than 40 women attended this gathering and 

Rev. Lynda Moore from West End UMC was the invited speaker. The 

outgoing UMW District President, Carolyn Patterson encouraged all 

members to 'tell the story to everyone at all times". She challenged us 

to share how important UMW has Methodist Women collected 

$115.00 been for us and invite others to join. JoAnn McClung is the 

new president as of January. 

Joann McClung from Wesley Memorial UMC shared, “Two different times the children did their “Noisy 

Cans” offering for Imagine No Malaria. Noisy cans is where during the children’s message the children 

take metal cans throughout the con- gregation and everyone drops their coins and paper money into the 

cans. They jingle them hence Noisy Cans. They have raised $313.72 (which included $90 from VBS with 

Zion Grace). I also brought them back green bracelets from Annual Conference. They loved them. 

 

Community United Methodist Women are celebrating UMW 

Sunday on February 15 at a combined worship service at 10:30 

am. Jan Hurd, a member of the UMW, is the speaker. Jan will 

share about her experiences in South Sudan including the value 

of having a bed net. The mission focus for this special Sunday is 

Imagine No Malaria. The service will include puppets, handbell 

choir, the adult choir and praise band in celebration of missions 

with an African theme. The congregation will be invited to 

donate to a special offering and/or purchase a t-shirt in support 

of Imagine No Malaria.  
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“March Gladness" Basketball Tournament Fundraiser for IMAGINE NO MALARIA 

* Date & Time: March 7th from 10am to 1 pm 

* Location:  Regester Chapel UMC, 85 Bells Hill Rd, Stafford 

* Team details: 3 on 3 Coed teams play for 10 minutes among 16 teams until two teams are in 

the final four and ready to play the top two teams from the Eastern Shore.  Each 

Player pays a $20 registration fee & gets a INM tee shirt.  Teams are welcome to 

arrive in Stafford on Friday the 6th (w/a sleeping bag) & stay overnight at the 

Regester Chapel Youth Center (showers provided). 

* Fundraising: The Fredericksburg District is calling on it's congregations to sponsor a team at the $100, $300, 

or $500 levels, we are calling on local businesses to provide donations in exchange for advertising in our 

program books, we are providing some funds from our District Mission funds, and seeking individual 

donations.  Our goal is to exceed $12,000. 

Day of Details: The DS's present will engage in some sort of halftime fun competition like a foul line shoot out 

or HORSE or something.  Regester Chapel will provide a light refreshment stand.   

So, we invite your district to enter a team or two and send folks to cheer on the teams. Just let me know if 

your district would like to participate. Questions? Contact Wayne Snead in the district office. 

 

 

  

IMAGINE NO MALARIA 

At the 2014 Virginia Annual Conference this past June, clergy and 

laity voted to support The United Methodist Church’s Imagine 

No Malaria initiative. The Conference goal is to raise enough 

money in the next year to save at least 100,000 lives.  The theme 

is "Every Life Save a Life." To date we have saved more than 

28,000 lives!  Here’s how you can help: 

$10 will protect a family from malaria with education and a 

mosquito bed net. 

$10 will buy a t-shirt to promote Imagine No Malaria (available 

at the District Office) 

$50 will provide 25 rapid diagnostic kits. 

$75 will treat 15 malaria patients. 

$100 will sponsor an anti-malaria campaign in a school. 

Gifts can be relayed through your local church. Contributions 

may be sent to the Virginia Conference Treasurer's office,  

P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058. Please designate “Imagine No 

Malaria.” Advance Special #6450, on your check or at the bottom of your apportionment statement.  If 

the check is from a church, be sure to indicate the church GCFA number on the check.  

You can also instantly give $10 by texting “MALARIA VA” to 27722 (be sure to put a space between 

MALARIA and VA).  You may also go to imaginenomalaria.org/#donate to pledge to give $28 

monthly over a designated period of time or make a one-time contribution with a credit card 

at www.vaumc.org/DonateINM.  Please specify VA Annual Conference. 

Be sure to visit the Virginia Conference website www.vaumc.org to download free Imagine No Malaria 

Lenten devotions and other resources for your personal use, Sunday school class, or prayer group!  There 

are also great graphics promoting INM available for your use in promoting fundraisers in your church and 

community including images ready-made for social media. For additional information contact David 

Chaudoin, davidchaudoin@yahoo.com, the Elizabeth River District Representative for this initiative. 

T-SHIRTS FOR SALE 

AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE 

IN THE FOLLOWING SIZES: 

S,M,L,XL,2X 

child sizes by request 

$10 for Imagine No Malaria 

(picture above is the logo on Tee ) 

http://imaginenomalaria.org/#donate
http://www.vaumc.org/DonateINM
http://www.vaumc.org
mailto:davidchaudoin@yahoo.com
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PART-TIME HOUSEKEEPER POSITION [Miles Memorial UMC, Norfolk)- 15 hours per week/

flextime, salary to be determined. Must serve 30-day probationary period, then salary to be 

adjusted. Must have own transportation & physically able to perform housekeeping duties, 

working alone and/or with others at odd times according to requirements of church calendar. 

Must be able to demonstrate: ability to follow oral & written directions, work cooperatively with 

staff members, good work habits, punctuality, dependability, customer service skills, and share 

be3liefs and convictions of Christian faith. Resumes with experience and references due no later 

than Friday, Noon, February 27, 2015, ATTN Jo-Anne Wolfe. Miles Memorial UMC, 9450 

Granby St, Norfolk, VA 23503. 

DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES [St. Andrew's UMC, Va] for a mid-size church connected to 

the growing Town Center and Kempsville neighborhoods of Virginia Beach. A successful applicant 

will be a person with a deep faith and connection to Methodist theology and doctrine, a passion 

for Christian education, and an ability to lead and coordinate teams. For details, visit the Virginia 

Conference Web site at www.vaumc.org/jobs  

__._,_.___ 

VUMAC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR  [The Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center (VUMAC) 

at Blackstone} is seeking a director of development to begin in 2015. The director will be 

responsible for initiating and coordinating all fund raising activities.  Some experience in fund 

raising with non-profit organizations is required.  Knowledge of the Virginia United Methodist 

Conference is important. The position is open to laity or clergy. Interested candidates should 

contact Sam McCracken, executive director, VUMAC, P.O. Box 22, Blackstone,Va. 23824 or at 

SamMcCracken@vumac.org. A resume and three references will be required prior to interviews. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR [Resurrection 

UMC, Chesapeake] a multi-cultural environment needs 

a part-time Christian Education Director for young 

adult, youth & children to lead Christian programs; 

recruit/or train, empower & equip volunteers. Plan 

meaningful worship, devotions & prayer time. This 

position combines faith and service to church and 

society. For more details & qualifications, email 

(resurrectionumc@cox.net) or call the church office 

(479-0452), or look on the district website jobs page. 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR [Resurrection UMC, Chesapeake] 

needed for adults, youth, & children in this multi-

cultural environment. Lead Praise Band, adult & 

children’s choir. Plan meaningful music for worship. 

Backup for morning worship pianist, For more details 

& qualifications, email (resurrectionumc@cox.net) or 

call church office (479-0452), or look on the district 

website jobs page. 

For more employment opportunities & details, visit 

the Virginia Conference Web site at www.vaumc.org/

jobs.  

CHURCH POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

February is the month set aside by the 

Conference for Heart Havens to tell our 

story of joy and success and neighbors.  Joy 

in the faces of the people we support and 

their successes as they move to a more 

independent lifestyle.  Neighbors being you: 

supporting our mission and empowering 

your Heart Havens neighbors.  It all comes 

down to love.  Can you love all your 

neighbors, including those who often live 

on the fringe of society?  Can you include 

them in your heart and your prayers?  Are 

you willing to learn more about Heart 

Havens? 

Check out our "idea menu" for inspiration of 

how you can get involved w/Heart Havens  

http://hearthavens.org/article/heart-havens-

month-2015-coming 

http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
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Wesley Westminster  Foundat ion @ NSU  

~ Celebrates Director’s First Year  ~   

Over the last year, Pastor Joy and the Campus Ministry Leaders at NSU 

have made great strides. The Foundation 

House has been completely renovated with 

only minor repairs needed. Each week students 

meet for Bible Study, Praise Dance & Choir 

Rehearsal, Prayer, and Small Groups. Students 

also come to The Foundation House to study and for fun.  

Weekly, we offer lunch during our Thirsty Thursday Bible Study. Some 

activities our students have enjoyed included: Donuts & Dialogue, 

Volunteering at the Tidewater Food Bank, our Thanksgiving Community 

Dinner, and Bowling.  

We solicit your prayers and your financial support!   

You may contact Rev. Dr. Joy Denise Carrington Jcarrington@nsu.edu, (757) 333-7764.  

2015 College Scholarships 

Calling All High School Seniors . . . membership at VUMCU gives 

students access to apply for the following scholarships:  

 

Any member of a United Methodist Church or organization within the Virginia Conference is eligible for 

membership at VUMCU and just $5.00 opens an account. The scholarships are for freshmen entering 

college in the Fall 2015. Applications are due late March. Email jhightower@vumcu.org to request an 

application. 

$1000 VUMCU Scholarship 

$1000 Richmond Chapter of Credit Unions Scholarships (2) 

High School Seniors interested in Ministry  

Do you know a high school senior who you think has the gifts for or has expressed 

interest in the ministry? Please let them know that Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, 

Va., has several scholarships for high school students who think they may be 

experiencing a call to some form of ministry. The Bailey Program offers 1/2 tuition 

freshman and sophomore years and full tuition junior and senior years. In addition there 

is peer support, an internship program, and mentoring with the Bailey Advisor. For more 

information contact Margie Turbyfill at mturby576@aol.com or (804) 368-7276.    

mailto:Jcarrington@nsu.edu
mailto:jhightower@vumcu.org
mailto:mturby576@aol.com
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VOICES OF YOUTH 2015  
 

"Shelter in the Storm Tour"  

IS STILL ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS!!!  

Are you a youth interested in travelling with an amazing group of young people and 

spreading God's love and mission through work and song?  

Do you know a youth that would fit in perfectly?!?!  

Then guess what!? VOY 2015 is for you! 
 

We are still accepting applications for our 2015 Tour! We will be travelling to work 

alongside out brothers and sisters in New York as they continue to recover and 

rebuild from Superstorm Sandy! 

Our dates are July 8-July 26!  

Please check out our website at  

http://jennydpt07.wix.com/vavoicesofyouth 
for all application forms and details!  

We are also still looking for adults to travel with us!  

contact Conference VOY Coordinator Jennifer Dixon at 

jennydpt07@gmail.com or by phone/text at 757-348-7084 

 

We look forward to hearing from you and serving with you! 

CHURCH FINANCE OFFICERS may have 

talked with Carol Crawford in the Confer-

ence Treasurer’s office about Conference 

Remittances on may occasions/ She has 

served on the Conference Staff since 1974 

and seen a lot of changes in her more than 40 

years of service to the Virginia Conference. 

She served under 6 Bishops. (You can read the 

article on the conference News webpage. 

vaumc.org News ) 

Conference Treasurer, David Dommisse explained. “In response to 

reduced funding in the conference Treasurer’s office for 2015, the 

Council on Finance & Administration Personnel Committee reviewed 

the staffing levels in the Treasurer’s office,” Dommisse said. “It was 

determined that the Church Receipts position would be eliminated 

effective Jan. 31, 2015.”  He also praised her “loyalty and dedication” 

If you have questions about how this affects the services provided by 

the Treasurer’s office, contact Dommisse at (804) 521-1100.  

http://jennydpt07.wix.com/vavoicesofyouth
mailto:jennydpt07@gmail.com
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Wanted: Fully Alive! 
Meal Service Teams 

To prepare, serve, and clean up after the 

Community Supper Program  
at 

Park Place 
United Methodist 

Church 

Several Monday or Thursday evenings 
available 

 

Orientation and training provided 
Team size: 8-10 people 

Meals for 100-150 
 

Please call Jennifer Ardita  
or John Schroeder at  

757-622-3363 
 

Also seeking donations of paper goods: 
plates in all sizes, flatware, napkins, table 

cloths; large trash bags; coffee, sugar, 

coffee creamer. 
 

Be blessed. Be a blessing! 

 

 

 

 

That All May Worship 

– 2015 Conference 

“Embracing  

Inclusion” 
A conference to promote 

awareness, provide support and 

celebrate the gifts of people with  

disabilities in our faith communities 

Friday, March 20th 2015  

8:30am (check in), 9:00am-3:00pm 

Lynnhaven United Methodist Church,  

1033 Little Neck Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
 

Cost (includes lunch and materials): 
Early Bird Rate (by February 20) $25/person 

After Feb. 20 and at the door, $30/person 

 

Accommodations: 
ASL Interpreter ~ Hearing Loop System  

CART (Communication Access Real Time Translation)  

Accommodations for persons who are deafblind 

 

 Online registration for participants, vendors and sponsors 

 at: http://FINconference2015.eventbrite.com  

http://FINconference2015.eventbrite.com
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Organization 
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Norfolk, VA 

Permit No. 332 
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DISTRICT CALENDAR 

Office Location:  815 Baker Rd. Suite 301, Virginia Beach 

Phone:  757.473.1592   Fax:  757.473.1790 

Email:  ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org    

District Website:  ElizabethRiverDistrict.org 

Conference Website:  vaumc.org  

In the Virginia Conference  

United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 12654 

Norfolk, VA  23541-0654 

 

To receive the Channel Marker by email, 

Send your request to  

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

Newsletter Articles Deadline  

is the 15th of every month  

All articles should be submitted  

BY EMAIL  

to address below. 

 
Job Announcements should be 60-words or less. 

 

Events 100-words or less or 1/4 page flyer-format 
 

District Officers try to limit to a half-page 

VA Conference Bishop ................... Young Jin Cho 

District Superintendent  ............. M. Wayne Snead 

District Office Manager ......... Deborah L. Hanson 

District Finance Secretary  .......  Tammy A. Waters 

District Program Coordinator .... Ellen J. Clements 

District Treasurer  ..........................  Mary R. Stroh 

District Lay Leader ..................... Gary G. Denette 

District Webmaster ......... Dee Guagliardo Sullivan 

 

   

 2 VBS Preview, district office, 6:30pm 

2 & 16 Clergy Lunch, BRAVOS, 11:30 (Town Center) 

 3 VBS Preview, district office, 10:30am (see pg 5) 

3 & 17  Clergy Lunch, ABUELOS, 11:30  (Greenbrier) 

 5  UMDAY at VA Assembly 

6-9 District Youth Retreat, VUMAC Blackstone 

 9    District Youth meeting, Oak Grove, 7pm (?) 

9 & 23  Clergy Lunch, JONES’ (5811 W Norfolk Rd, Portsm) 12:00 

10 & 24 Clergy Lunch, LOGANS 12:00 (Janaf) 

20-22 Lay Servant Academy 

21  5 Talent Academy, Grace Harbor, 9am-3pm (see pg 3) 

27  UMW Prayer Luncheon, West End, 10am 

 

 

 

1 District Mission Dinner, Centenary, 5pm 

7 March Madness, Regester UMC, Richmond 

14-15 How to Reach New People ,  VWC (see pg  8) 

16-17 VWC Clergy CEU (see pg 9) ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 
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