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From our DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTFrom our DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTFrom our DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT   

While listening to a Classic Rock radio station playing the great 
old songs of my past, a probing thought came to my mind 
about my life today:  am I looking back on life, remembering 
the good times or am I looking forward to the legacy I want to 
leave?   

Memories are fun to ponder.  As I have aged in years, I have 
found myself looking back on “the good old days.” Good times I 

sometimes wish I could relive. I guess that is normal.  However, there are  
chapters in my life I still need to live. Important chapters that will shape the 
legacy I will leave behind. Down deep I want to end well. I am challenged by this 
question:  Will I try to recreate the past or will I leave a legacy for the next generation to build on? 

I believe many of our congregation members and churches are wrestling with very similar questions, no 
matter what size the church. These questions are lived out in the visions these members and churches 
have for their future.  Sometimes I think that congregations feel stuck as they watch their church plateau 
or even decline. 

Brothers and Sister in Christ, if you feel this way I would love to come and work with your leadership and 
help you envision a future that will leave a legacy for a new generation. Call or email me! Our churches 
exist today because the Holy Spirit led people just like us to follow Jesus’ command to “Go and make 
disciples.” (Matthew 28:19) 

How about you and your church? Will you envision the future God has for you and your church or will you 
try to preserve the past with “the good old days”? 

I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, 
is calling us. (Philippians 3:14) 

~Wayne 

(757) 473-1592 
ElizabethRiverDS@vaumc.org 
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 Purpose of United Methodist Women: 

The organized unit of United Methodist  Women shall be a community of 
women whose purpose  is to know God and experience freedom as whole 
persons through Jesus Christ;  to develop a  creative supportive fellowship; 
and to expand concepts  of mission through participation in the   global 
ministries of the church.  

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven” “Just think, you’re here not 
by chance, but by God’s choosing. His hand formed you and made you the person you are. He compares you 
to no one else - you are one of a kind. You lack nothing that his grace can’t give you. He has allowed you to 
be here at this time in history to fulfill His special purpose for this generation” to quote our conference 
President of United Methodist Women, Joyce Winston.  Wow, that is a lot of pressure! We know that God has a plan 
for us.  It is our responsibility to be waiting with joy and preparation for this opportunity when it shows itself. I 
don’t know about you but this excites me. Don’t forget your Dimes and Dollars for Blackstone. This is an on 
going project of UMW in the Virginia Conference. Help us celebrate this 40th  anniversary of this special program. 
Hope to see you at our next event. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat at Blackstone Conference and Retreat Center, May 1-3. 
Registration is on conference UMW web page vaumw.org 

 The Charter for Racial Justice Seminar at Blackstone Conference Center on May 15-17, 2015 for United 
Methodist Women, Inc. Come join a number of Northeastern Jurisdiction Conferences in Making Racial Justice 
Happen. A registration form may be found on the Virginia UMW website at vaumw.org. Come find out how 
we can take steps to work toward racial justice. This will enrich your understanding of the subject as well as 
help meet a requirement for “Living our Purpose.” 

 District Prayer Breakfast at Salem UMC on Saturday, May 16th at 9:00 a.m. Cost is $4.00. The church address 
is 2057 Salem Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23456. Reservations should be called in by Monday, May 11th to 471-
2406. Mission project is new cards and stamps for Prison Ministry. This affords the inmates a chance to connect 
with their families. 

 United Methodist Women Day at Ferrum Collage,  June 6th. C heck the conference web site for 
registration (May 8th is the deadline) Check it out! 

 UMW Prayer Breakfast at Annual Conference, June 20th Tickets will be available from Joann McClung. Cost is 
$15 and make checks out to Roanoke District UMW. 

 Mission Encounter - July 24-26, 2015 at Blackstone Conference & Retreat Center. Courses include ... Geographic 
Study: Latin America - People & Faith; Spiritual Growth Study: Created for Happiness—Understanding Your Life in 
God; Issue Study: The Church and People with Disabilities. You won’t want to miss these great studies. The 
registration form is on vaumw.org, District Office or from Joann McClung. 

 Young Women’s Retreat “Big Enough” (ages 18-40) at Blackstone Conference Center on September 18-19, 2015. 
Retreat leaders will be Sarah Stephens and Joanna Paysour.   

Joann McClung, President UMWomen, joannmcclung43@gmail.com or joannmcclung@cox.net, cell: (757) 408-1010 

EEElizabeth RRRiver DDDistrict 

O n e  St o r y,  Man y  Vo i c e s  
Network of Biblical Storytellers, Int’l Festival Gathering  

National 4-H Center, Chevy Chase, MD 
This is an international conference for biblical storytelling. The festival features action-
packed days of dynamic workshops (for beginners through master storytellers), exciting 
keynote presentations, performances of both sacred and traditional storytelling, inspiring 
worship and opportunities to network with other storytellers from all over the world. 
There are storytelling and story-listening activities all day and night long. Each evening 
ends with our "Lighting the Fire" time of sharing where anyone who wants to can get up 
and share a story in a warm, supportive environment. To register and to find out more 
about this year’s Gathering, go to www.nbsint.org or call 1-800-355-6627.  

http://www.nbsint.org
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After the HOW TO REACH NEW PEOPLE event in March, my husband and I set off for ten days in 
sunny Florida. It was a great time of respite at the end of a long and busy winter. We spent 
some time with family in Pompano Beach and friends in Lake Mary. Our time was spent taking 
long walks, swimming, enjoying leisurely meals, a little sightseeing, reading and catching up 
with people. I confess that it was difficult to come back to the daily routines of work, chores, 
grocery shopping, etc.  

One of the books I read while I was away is from the UMW reading list, GOOD GOD, LOUSY 
WORLD, AND Me, by Holly Burkhalter. She openly and honestly shares her struggle with believing 

in a God who would allow illness and injustice to pervade in our world. Doubts began when she witnessed her 
grandmother have a mental breakdown after the death of her grandfather. This was a woman who was a devout 
believer, a missionary, and yet she lost her connection with God in her grief. Holly could not understand God’s 
indifference to her grandmother. Eventually her grandmother’s faith was renewed, but Holly could not reconcile that 
easily with God. As a human rights activist Holly witnessed unspeakable horrors around the world and desperately 
sought to change things for the better. God was still reaching out to Holly in spite of her doubts. She met a group of 
Christian activists who served God, a God who hated injustice. Through them she discovered that God has a plan for 
righting the wrongs of this world. God’s plan includes all of us. Check out the book from your UMW library or the 
District UMW Resources in the Heritage UMC library. 

In talking with a member of my small group, she shared about a local group that Memorial UMC in Virginia Beach 
supports. It is called B E A C H  (BRINGING AN END TO ALL CITY HOMELESSNESS). This is a volunteer group working 
towards ending homelessness in the city of Virginia Beach. When a former shelter resident or homeless person finds 
housing, they are in need of basic essentials. Memorial UMC is working with case managers to help provide supplies 
and welcomes your assistance. Storage space does not permit furniture donations, but there is an on-going need for 
bedding (gently used twin/full/queen sheets, blankets, comforters, new pillows), kitchen items (pots/pans, glasses, 
dishes, dishcloths, silverware, microwave coffee pot), bathroom items (towels, washcloths, shower curtains, mats), and 
cleaning supplies (laundry baskets, brooms, dust pans, mops, sponges). If you would like to make donations, or assist 
with this ministry, contact Kay Bess, Memorial UMC, 804 Gammon Rd., Virginia Beach, phone 420-1407. Thank you for 
helping others in the name of Christ. 

Sharing our stories is something we can all do. As we share our stories with one another, we connect with each other. 
Then we open up the door to share how God’s story connects with our story and we can naturally share the good news. 
There are some opportunities for learning more about storytelling coming up this spring and summer. See more 
information in this newsletter about upcoming events.  

Let me know how you are encountering God around the District.  

Shalom,  

 Ellen 
District Program Coordinator 
(757) 473-1502 

D istr ict  PROG RAM COORDINATORD istr ict  PROG RAM COORDINATORD istr ict  PROG RAM COORDINATOR     

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Clements 
ellenclements@vaumc.org 

 

PUT THIS ON YOUR CALENDAR: 

 

ER District Clergy Association Farewell LuncheonER District Clergy Association Farewell Luncheon  

Red Lobster (4115 Chesapeake Square Blvd., Chesapeake) 

Please confirm attendance by May 22nd  
to pastormichellelouk@yahoo.com  

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 at 11:30 a.m. 

Farewe l l  & Good Wishes .  .  .Farewe l l  & Good Wishes .  .  .   

mailto:pastormichellelouk@yahoo.com
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22001155  Annual ConferenceAnnual Conference  
http://www.vaumc.org/AC2015http://www.vaumc.org/AC2015  

The 2015 session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held at The Berglund 
Center (formerly the Roanoke Civic Center) in Roanoke, VA, June 19-21. Theme of this 

year's Annual Conference is “From Members to Disciples.”  

This year Annual Conference will elect delegates for the 2016 General Conference & 2016 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference using electronic devices (for the first time). Due to the 

extra time needed for voting, annual conference will begin earlier than usual with Clergy and 

Laity sessions held FridayFridayFriday from 10am10am10am thru Noon and the opening plenary session will begin at 

2pm.    

   

   

 

 

   

   

   

2015 Annual Conference Offering2015 Annual Conference Offering2015 Annual Conference Offering   

2015 Annual Conference offering to support Cambodia mission, Ebola victims, poor children in Virginia. 

Bishop Young Jin Cho announced that the 2015 Annual Conference offering goal will be $150,000 and again focus on 

both international and Virginia-based mission needs. The offering goal includes $50,000 for continued support of our 

partnership with the Methodist Mission in Cambodia as they continue to purchase property for new churches and expand 

their fast growing mission. Another $50,000 is for United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Global Health 

ministries to aid the Ebola-ravaged countries of Sierra Leone and Liberia. Both of these countries have trained and 

equipped Health Boards in their United Methodist conferences that are working to meet priorities and needs of 

communities recovering from the Ebola outbreak as well as a holistic approach to health that empowers people to take 

charge of their own lives and develop positive health-seeking behavior in their communities. In Virginia, the goal is 

$50,000 to support mission projects working with the poor in the Danville and Eastern Shore Districts. Both of these 

districts are working in ministry in areas of Virginia that are well below the national and state poverty levels. Of particular 

concern and emphasis are children living in poverty.   

Kits for UMCOR to be collected at Annual ConferenceKits for UMCOR to be collected at Annual ConferenceKits for UMCOR to be collected at Annual Conference   

Various types of Relief Supply Kits will be collected at the 2015 Virginia Annual Conference session. Kit collection is 

being conducted to replenish the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply. Local churches are 

encouraged to collect items for any of the most requested UMCOR kits — Bedding, Birthing, Cleaning, Health, Layette, 

School and Sewing Kits — and bring them to Annual Conference. For kit instructions, go to http://www.umcor.org/

UMCOR/Relief-Supplies. Kits should be taken to the two tractor-trailers at the far end of the Roanoke Civic Center 

Parking lot A, near the intersection of Williamson Road and Orange Ave. (across from the Sheetz Gas Station). Kits will be 

received THUR., June 18, 12noon-2:00p.m.; FRI., June 19, 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m.; and  SAT, June 20, 8:00a.m.-12noon.    

CASH for KITS send directly to Conference TreasurerCASH for KITS send directly to Conference TreasurerCASH for KITS send directly to Conference Treasurer   

If you prefer to contribute cash to enable United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to purchase relief kits, you 

can contribute $50 for each bedding kit; $8 for each birthing kit; $55 for each cleaning kit; $12 for each health kit;  $35 

for each layette kit; $11 for each school kit; and $18 for each sewing kit. dIn addition, UMCOR asks for $1 per kit 

($1.50 for cleaning buckets) to cover processing and shipping and $1 for toothpaste for each health kit. Please do NOT 

bring checks to Annual Conference. ALL checks (for processing and shipping, for toothpaste and in lieu of providing kits) 

should be made payable to “Virginia Conference UMC,” earmarked for “KITS” and mailed to Treasurer, Virginia 

Conference of The United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, 23058 any time prior to Annual Conference, 

and no later than Aug. 31. 

Reverend Young Bong Kim 

Pastor Korean UMC of Greater Washington 

Friday Evening MEMORIAL Service 

Annual  Conference TeacherAnnual  Conference TeacherAnnual  Conference Teacher   

Reverend Tim Bias  

General Secretary for the 

General Board of Discipleship. 

Bishop Young Jin Cho 

Virginia Annual Conference 

Sunday morning WORSHIP 

Retired Bishop Charlene Kammerer 

Saturday morning MISSION Service 

Saturday evening ORDINATION Service 

Annual  Conference PreachersAnnual  Conference PreachersAnnual  Conference Preachers  

http://vaumc.org/AC2015?srctid=1&erid=507475&trid=dbc7b556-b832-46f1-b4bf-b430e6d0a9b6
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
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Did you know that 1 in 6 people in our Commonwealth are at risk for the issues of hunger? 

Children, especially the younger ones, are those who are most affected, and the 

developmental results of malnutrition can be startling. 

  For the last 6 years, twice in each of the three cities in which we United Methodists have 

gathered, you have been asked to bring “4 Cans 4 Conference” to benefit the local Food 

Banks, and the array of nearby agencies and churches which draw from their resources to 

help feed those in need. Together, “4 Cans...” at a time, we have contributed nearly 

60,000 pounds of food to help others, in the time of the year when the “incoming” 

supplies are often at their lowest levels. So, on behalf of all those who are “downstream,” THANK YOU for your generous and gracious 

gifts for this offering. 

When we gather in June 2015, let me invite you to bring “at least” 4 cans of food - for every clergy and every lay person who attends, 

so that, in a small way, we can help feed the children and families of the greater Roanoke-Salem area who are “at risk” from hunger 

issues. 

Each person coming to the June 2015 Annual Conference is asked to bring at least: a can of soup or stew, a can of veggies or fruit, a 

can of meat or fish, and a can with a pop-top (any contents) for easy opening by the recipient. In addition, peanut butter and jelly are 

always needed, as are dry goods such as rice, pasta, pancake mix, grits, and mixes such as Hamburger Helper and boxed macaroni and 

cheese. 

Please DO NOT bring glass jars (they break too easily), no home-canned goods, bent or “crinkled” cans, out-of-date items, or exotic or 

limited use things (remember: not everyone loves things like your favorite - pickled jalapeno pepper jelly!) 

We will be setting up a large U-Haul truck near the “Kits” trucks in the Convention Center Parking Lot, with banners and directional 

signs, to help with “one stop dropping off” of your items. If you’re not able to bring food, the Food Bank will be glad to receive either 

cash or checks made payable to “Food Bank.” 

Also, if you would like to help in the gathering of these gifts, consider spending a couple of hours with like-minded friends receiving the 

goods. I will be setting up a “Sign Up Genius” site by mid-May, and invite you to help in the gathering, sorting, and preparing of the 

goods for transport and delivery to the nearby Food Bank. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, either by calling Walker Chapel UMC in Arlington (703-538-5200) or 

by e-mail (revsrus@comcast.net) as soon as possible. folks!). 

Let’s pass 10,000 pounds of food in our 2015  “4 Cans 4 Conference” offering! 

Grace and peace. 

Jim Earley, pastor 

Walker Chapel UMC  

Arlington, Virginia 

CAN volunteers needed—COMPUTER ASSISTED NOTETAKING – Individuals are needed who can offer their time 
and talent in communicating the spoken word to persons who need computer assisted note-taking during Annual 
Conference.  Assistance is needed to type text of reports, worship and music using Microsoft Word, at times as the 
speaker is presenting.  Good typing speed and accuracy is a must!  Individuals will be needed for all sessions for 
shifts of one hour or longer.  Further information is available from the Office of Inclusivity and Lay Leadership Excel-
lence at 1-800-768-6040 ext.154 or (804) 521-1154 or by e-mail at CherylEdleyWorford@vaumc.org  

A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  O R I E N TAT I O N  O R I E N TAT I O N    

SundaySunday ..   June 14thJune 14th , , 2pm 2pm   

O a k l e t t e  U M C  ~~  520 Oaklette Dr, Chesapeake 

More 2015 Annual Conference info ... 

VOLUNTEERS needed to COLLECT KITS at Annual ConferenceVOLUNTEERS needed to COLLECT KITS at Annual ConferenceVOLUNTEERS needed to COLLECT KITS at Annual Conference   
More volunteers are needed for this year’s “Kits for Conference” collection at Annual Conference. You can help (1) 
write information on a clipboard; (2) sort kits; (3) seal boxes; or (4) load boxes onto the tractor-trailers. Kit collection 
will take place Thursday, June 18 from 12-2:00 p.m.; Friday, June 19, from 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 20, 8:00 
a.m.-12:00 p.m. If you can volunteer to help, e-mail Virgil Decker at vdecker@cox.net or contact Jeff Wilson at 
Huntington Court UMC, (540) 366-3465, to indicate what time you would be available. 

mailto:revsrus@comcast.net
mailto:CherylEdleyWorford@vaumc.org
mailto:vdecker@cox.net


M A Y     2 0 1 5                                                              6                                    Elizabeth River Channel Marker                                      

 

IMAGINE NO MALARIAIMAGINE NO MALARIA    . . . AROUND THE DISTRICTAROUND THE DISTRICT   

TELL US ... HOW DOES YOUR CHURCH  INM INM ? 

Send us the info & Pictures of Your Lemonade StandSend us the info & Pictures of Your Lemonade Stand  

. . . . . . ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.orgElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T-SHIRTS FOR SALE 
AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE 

IN THE FOLLOWING SIZES: 
S,M,L,XL,2X 

child sizes by request 
$10 for Imagine No Malaria 
(picture above is the logo on Tee ) 

Contributions to "Imagine No Malaria" should be sent to the Va Conference Treasurer's office, 
P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058. Check made payable to "Virginia Conference" and designate 
“Imagine No Malaria, Advance Special #6450," on your check or at the bottom of your 
apportionment statement. Church checks, be sure to indicate the church GCFA# on the check. If 
you have questions, contact Maria Maxwell at mariamaxwell@vaumc.org or (804) 521-1160.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Community UMC (Va Beach) 
Sat., April 25th  

LEMONLEMONADE ADE STANDSSTANDS  

around Elizabeth River Districtaround Elizabeth River District  

send in pictures from your Lemonade Stand!send in pictures from your Lemonade Stand!   

Wesley Chapel UMC (Suffolk) Sat., April 18th 

mailto:mariamaxwell@vaumc.org
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FRIENDS OF THE GROOMFRIENDS OF THE GROOM  

“We are a theater company committed to 

revealing the Christian message 

with a unique blend of humor, story,  

challenging content, 

and scenes that are hard to forget.” 

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE  

  

July 31July 31stst
/August 1/August 1stst

    

Theater Camp for Adults, Youth, and 

Children.  Friends of the Groom will be 

here at Messiah UMC.   

Look them up on their website:   

www.friendsofthegroom.org 

More information will follow! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You are invited to ourYou are invited to our  
P a t r io t i c  C e l e b r a t i o n !P a t r io t i c  C e l e b r a t i o n !   

Your generosity and love have empowered us 

to grow. 

Come and celebrate with us in a night of music, 

praise and gratitude! 

We s l e y  C h a p e l  U M CWe s l e y  C h a p e l  U M C   

Wednesday, May 28th ~ 7:30 pmWednesday, May 28th ~ 7:30 pm  

  D e s s e r t  a f t e r w a r d sD e s s e r t  a f t e r w a r d s   

Wednesday, May 27thWednesday, May 27th, 7:30pm, 7:30pm  
Wesley Chapel UMC 
220 King’s Highway   

PATRIOTIC CELEBRATIONPATRIOTIC CELEBRATION  

 A Musical ConcertA Musical Concert  

Giving ThanksGiving Thanks  

  for You!for You!  

Dennis Dewey is a Master Biblical Storyteller who describes his work as “helping 
people hear the biblical stories again for the first time.” He has performed and lectured 
all over the United States and Canada as well as in Europe, New Zealand, Australia, 
Korea and Israel/Palestine and South Africa. Ordained in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), he has engaged in this ecumenical ministry of storytelling since 1992. He served 
for several years as Executive Director of the Network of Biblical Storytellers 
(www.nbs@nbsint.org), an international organization whose mission is to encourage 
everyone to learn and tell biblical stories. You can learn more about his ministry at  
www.DennisDewey.org.  

 

Opportunities to hear and learn from Dennis include the following local events: 

Friday, May 29th  7-9pm ~ Storytelling Concert at First Presbyterian Church 
300 36th Street, Virginia Beach. 

 

Saturday, May 30th 2-5pm ~ Storytelling Workshop at Royster Memorial  
Presbyterian Church, 6901 Newport Avenue, Norfolk (Cost is $25) 

    Register by contacting EllenClements@vaumc.org 
 

Sunday, May 31st  6-7pm ~ Storytelling Concert at St. Andrew 
 Presbyterian Church, 1885 Bridge Road, Suffolk 

“Performing  

the Scriptures” 

with Dennis Dewey 

http://www.friendsofthegroom.org
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P-T HOUSEKEEPER POSITION [Miles Memorial UMC, Norfolk] 15 hrs/week, flextime, salary to be determined. 
Serve 30-day probationary period, then salary to be adjusted. Must have own transportation & be physically able to 
perform housekeeping duties, work alone and/or with others at odd times per church calendar. Demonstrate ability 
to follow oral & written directions, work cooperatively w/ staff members, good work habits (punctuality, 
dependability) customer service skills, share beliefs & convictions of Christian faith. Resumes (w/personal info, work 
experience, & references) must be received in church office no later than Friday, NOON, June 26, 2015. ATTN: Jo-
Anne Wolfe, Miles Memorial U.M.C., 9450 Granby St., Norfolk. (May 2015) 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC [Hickory UMC, Chesapeake] Experienced, energetic, dynamic person to lead a choir and 
church in musical praise.  Hickory’s Staff Parish Committee is looking for someone with choral music experience to 
fill our Director of Music position. Resumes should be sent to Hickory UMC, 2708 Battlefield Blvd., S., Chesapeake  
23322,  “Attention: Staff Parish Committee”.  For more information, please contact Don Brewer, Staff Parish Chair, 
Home: (757) 410-2139, Cell (757) 641-9261.  

DIRECTOR of ADULT MISSIONS & COMMUNITY OUTREACH [Oak Grove UMC, Chesapeake] has a vital role in 
the life of Oak Grove UMC and is expected to provide active leadership and hands on involvement in the many 
existing community outreach programs and mission activities of the church. In addition, he/she is responsible for 
discerning mission needs in the community, regionally and internationally, identifying ones in which Oak Grove 
UMC should be involved, recruiting and equipping adults to participate in and run mission opportunities and being 
actively involved in this area. This is a part-time position of 20 hours per week. Please send cover letter and resume 
to jane@oakgroveumc.org.  

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER [Centenary UMC, Portsmouth] is seeking a Youth Ministry Leader who will serve as a 
spiritual leader and role model to help build young disciples for Christ. Position is part time. Applicants may call or 
email the church at 484-5051 or centenaryumc@verizon.net or Pam Kelly at 484-7158 or pamkelly1@verizon.net.  

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES [Great Bridge UMC, Chesapeake] The youth program currently includes over 
100 youth with a regular youth group attendance of over 50 middle and high school students. Our Director of Youth 
Ministries will lead a strongly relational youth ministry that builds and emphasizes a relationship with Christ, 
relationships among the youth, and relationships between the youth, parents and other members of GBUMC.  

CHURCH SECRETARY [Community UMC, Va Beach] This part time position (20-hrs per week) provides 
administrative support to the pastors and staff. Applicant should be proficient in computer usage to include website 
management. Resumes may be mailed to Community UMC, Attn: SPR Committee, 1072  
Old Kempsville Rd, Virginia Beach 23464, or emailed to cumc@cumcvb.org. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR [Resurrection UMC, Chesapeake] a multi-cultural environment needs a part-
time Christian Education Director for young adult, youth & children to lead Christian programs; recruit/or train, 
empower & equip volunteers. Plan meaningful worship, devotions & prayer time. This position combines faith and 
service to church and society. For more details & qualifications, email (resurrectionumc@cox.net) or call the church 
office (479-0452), or look on elizabethriverdistrict.org. 

MUSIC DIRECTOR [Resurrection UMC, Chesapeake] needed for adults, youth, & children in this multi-cultural 
environment. Lead Praise Band, adult & children’s choir. Plan meaningful music for worship. Backup for morning 
worship pianist, For more details & qualifications, email (resurrectionumc@cox.net) or call church office (479-0452), 
or look on the district website jobs page.. 

SEASIDE SCHOOL PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT [Virginia Beach UMC] The administrative assistant 
is responsible to help with the day to day running of the school. Duties include scheduling meetings, coordinating 
program wide events, purchasing materials, working with teachers on curriculum, and coordinating staff 
development . A college degree is preferred. For details, visit the Va Conference Web site at www.vaumc.org/jobs  

For more employment opportunities & details, visit the Virginia Conference Website at www.vaumc.org/jobs 

CHURCH POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

mailto:jane@oakgroveumc.org
mailto:centenaryumc@verizon.net
mailto:pamkelly1@verizon.net
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
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Art  Classes Ar t  Classes a t 
MONUMENTAL UMC  are 
free and open to all.  All 
supplies will be provided, or 
you may bring your own.  

Wednesdays & Fridays from 
10am until Noon.   

No prior experience needed. 
MAY schedule: 

Wednesdays: 6 & 20 Jewelry making  
  13 & 17 Chrismons 
Fridays: Drawing & Watercolors 

Monumental UMC Monumental UMC is located in Old Town 
Portsmouth at 450 Dinwiddie Street 

(757) (757) 851851--4557 4557   

THANK GOD FOR KIDS MINISTRY 
with Dr. Jim Lavender, Discovery UMC, Richmond 

 
 

WHEN THE 
MOST AMAZING 

SHOW ON 
EARTH  

IS REALLY 
ABOUT HEAVEN! 

SAVE THE 
DATE: AU-

GUST 1, 2015 
 

 

Hear and see stories and lessons from the Bible as 
they come ALIVE when illustrated by dozens of live, 
exotic animals! This engaging and original children’s 
ministry event is something you and your family will 

remember forever! 
 

Watch for more details in the June newsletter! 

Summer Project Youth (S-P-Y)  

SPY is a week long mission adventure for middle and 
high school students. It is a home repair ministry making 
homes safer, warmer, and drier for families in the New 
River Valley who need our helping hands. Spiritually, we 
seek to be God's hands and feet in the world. Because of 
God's love for us, we are working to love others in tangi-
ble ways. During their stay, students will be guided 
through a necessary home repair project, while experienc-
ing dynamic worship and focused discipleship, topped off 
with incredible amounts of fun. Our Project, in essence, is 
to provide you with all of the required support for you to 
lead your students in a life changing ministry. If you 
would like more detailed information or would like to 
schedule a meeting at your church, please contact me, 
Justin Gilly (information on the flier). I look forward to 
hearing from you and I look forward to the seeing you 
this summer at Project SPY! 
 
Justin Gilly, Executive Director 
Project SPY  
EMAIL: fieldstoneumc@gmail.com    
CELL: 276-275-1382    
FIELDSTONE OFFICE: 40260-3402 

COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCHCOMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  
37 Cherry Road, Portsmouth, VA  2370137 Cherry Road, Portsmouth, VA  23701  

www.facebook.communityumcportsmouthwww.facebook.communityumcportsmouth  

 

mailto:fieldstoneumc@gmail.com
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Churches in the Virginia Conference are asked to receive a special 
offering between Mother’s Day on May 10 and Father’s Day on June 
21 for the 2015 Samaritan Offering to support the Samaritan Program 
of Virginia United Methodist Homes (VUMH), a benevolent fund which 
provides financial assistance to residents who have outlived their 
monetary resources and, through no fault of their own, can no longer 
afford the full cost of their care. VUMH mailed each charge a packet of 
promotional materials, including a short informational DVD, offering 
envelopes and a copy of the new VUMH 2015 Giving Catalog. Additional 
suggestions for promoting this special offering, including cut-and-paste 
newsletter articles, bulletin announcements, Facebook posts, Tweets, 
worship resources and bulletin inserts, are posted on the website at 

www.vumh.org under the “Samaritan Program” section. Your support of this special offering is crucial not only to 
inform each congregation of the opportunity to give, but also to share the story of VUMH, its communities for 
older adults and the need for benevolent care. For help in telling the VUMH story within your congregation or extra 
copies of promotional materials, contact Martha Stokes, director of Church and Community Relations at Virginia 
United Methodist Homes, at MStokes@VUMH.org or (804) 474-8718. 

JustPeace offers Resources to help CHURCHES MINISTER to VETERANS 

JustPeace, the United Methodist Center for Mediation and Conflict Transformation, has 
launched Soul Care. The initiative aims to help churches speak to the trauma returning 
veterans and their families often experience and help them re-integrate back into their 
communities. http://www.soulcareinitiative.org 

 

SSUNDAYUNDAY--MMAYAY  24 24 CONFERENCECONFERENCE--WWIDEIDE    
DD AYAY   O FO F   P R AY E RP R AY E R   

Bishop Young Jin Cho is inviting all churches in the Virginia 
Conference to participate in the second annual conference-wide 
Day of Prayer on Sunday, May 24. "We began this campaign 
last year to help create a culture of prayer in our conference as 
the basis for a renewal and revival of our churches," Bishop Cho 
said. "This year May 24 (Sunday) is the date of our conference-
wide Day of Prayer. I invite every church to remember this day 
and to pray for a renewal and revival of the churches in our con-
ference and in the entire United Methodist Church." 

Disaster Response Training  

   Spiritual and Emotional Care TrainingSpiritual and Emotional Care Training                

 For interested lay persons and clergy. 
 

Basic Care Spiritual and Emotional Care Training  (7 hours)  

Where: Friday, June 5th 5:30-9pm thru Sat, June 6th 8:30am -12pm       Cost: $40 includes background check fee/mat’ls/ snacks  

Where:  St: Luke’s UMC, 300 Ella Taylor Rd, Grafton VA        Trainer:  Rev. Ellen W. Comstock,  LPC,  Pastoral Counselor 

Provides UMCOR/VOAD- approved training to respond with appropriate spiritual and emotional care following disasters for individuals, 
congregations  and communities of all faiths. Provides strategies for volunteers’ self-care.  
 
Please reserve your place by May 31, 2015 by emailing  ellencomstock@vaumc.org  (UMCOR SEC training on subject line.)  Please indicate of 
which Va. Conf UMChurch you are a member. Bring $40 fee in cash or check payable to Virginia Conference.   

Spiritual/Emotional Care Team Leader Training June 6th, 1-4pm  
 
Contact Ellen Comstock for information. ellencomstock@vaumc.org 

 Want to help out with UMC Disaster Ministry? 

 Long Term Recovery or Early Response Team? 

 Good Listener but don’t want to climb roofs? 

http://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vumh.org&srcid=20260&srctid=1&erid=518458&trid=6307c043-4b00-4410-ad2f-e367310a4fc2
http://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vumh.org%2fsam.html&srcid=20260&srctid=1&erid=518458&trid=6307c043-4b00-4410-ad2f-e367310a4fc2
mailto:MStokes@VUMH.org
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“300 & 1” 
Summer Challenge 

*300 Campers 
*1 Summer to Change a Life 

 
Camp Occohannock on the Eastern Shore offers summer camp 
programs for children, youth and families. The mission of Occohannock 
on the Bay is to provide programs & facilities which make use of the 
natural setting of waterfront, woodland, and open spaces to help people of all ages and backgrounds to grow in 
a positive and meaningful manner. This summer the Traditional and Extreme Summer Camps include the following: 
 

Ages 6-9: Young Explorers; Arts & Crafts; and Princess Camp (includes 2 days & 2 overnights) 
Ages 9-12: Adventure Seekers; Science Camp; Moon Camp; & Horse Camp (Sunday - Friday evening) 
Ages 9-15: Bay Ecology Camp (Sunday - Friday evening) 
Ages 11-16: Paint Ball Camp (Sunday - Friday evening) 
Ages 12-16: Extreme Campers; Bay to Mountains Trek; Culinary Arts; & Horse Camp (Sunday - Friday evening) 
 

Parent/Guardian Camp on the last weekend in June.. For more information and registration, go to www.ootbay.org  

Blood Drive 
May 27th    

Beech Grove UMC  
 
Beech Grove United 
Methodist Church on 425 Driver Lane, Suffolk, VA 
will hold a community blood drive on Wednesday, 
May 27, 2015 from 3pm to 7pm.  To be eligible, 
donors must be in good health, weigh at least 110 
pounds and be 17 years of age or older.  All blood 
types are needed.  The drive will be conducted on 
a walk-in basis, but appointments may be 
scheduled.  For information, contact the American 
Red Cross Blood Drive Coordinator at 757-287-
9872 or the church 
office at 757-538-8353. 

More at Beech Grove UMC ... 

UMW Annual CHICKEN SALAD  
Cold Plate Lunch -> MAY 12, 11:30am-1:30pm 
Regular $7  Large $8  
Benefit: UMW Mission Fund Carry-out available   

Reservations for groups of 4 or more  
 by Wednesday, May 6th (eat-in or carry-out) 

 

 
MAY 9,  6:30pm  

“MOMS’ NIGHT OUT” 
Cost: Free  

Snacks provided 
For more info contact  

Fanita Morris (757) 617-1224 
 

UMM 1st Annual BBQ (Lunch & Dinner)  
MAY 2, 11:00am-5:00pm  
Cost: Donation  
Benefit: Heart Havens, Camp Rainbow & Poncho Pals 
Pulled Pork Sandwich or Platter  /    EAT IN or TAKE OUT 

 

http://www.ootbay.org
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1991-07-09/news/9103180105_1_blood-drive-blood-types-regional-blood-bank
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1991-07-09/news/9103180105_1_blood-drive-blood-types-regional-blood-bank
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DISTRICT CALENDAR 

Office Location:  815 Baker Rd. Suite 301, Virginia Beach 

Phone:  757.473.1592   Fax:  757.473.1790 

Email:  ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org    

District Website:  ElizabethRiverDistrict.org 

Conference Website:  vaumc.org  

In the Virginia Conference  

United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 12654 

Norfolk, VA  23541-0654 

To receive the Channel Marker by email, 

Send your request to  

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

Newsletter Articles Deadline  

is the 15th of every month  

All articles should be submitted  

BY EMAIL  

to address below. 
 

Job Announcements should be 60-words or 
less. 

 

Events 100-words or less,  
or 1/4 page flyer-format 

 

 

VA Conference Bishop ................... Young Jin Cho 

District Superintendent  ............. M. Wayne Snead 

District Office Manager ......... Deborah L. Hanson 

District Finance Secretary  .......  Tammy A. Waters 

District Program Coordinator .... Ellen J. Clements 

District Treasurer  ..........................  Mary R. Stroh 

District Lay Leader ...................... Gary G. Denette 

District Webmaster ........................ Julianne Rosas 

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

 
d.o. = district office 

 

1-3 Conf UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, Blackstone 

 6  BRD of DISCIPLESHIP, d.o., 10am 

7 NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

7  DIST FINANCE, d.o., 4pm 

1010  MOTHER’S DAYMOTHER’S DAY  

11  District YOUTH meeting, Oak Grove, 7pm 

21 District COMM on MINISTRY, d.o. 8:30am 

24  PENTECOST24  PENTECOST  

 25  MEMORIAL DAY  - Office Closed  

  

  

  

  

  

  

      2  2  Clergy Assoc Farewell LunchClergy Assoc Farewell Lunch, , Red Lobster(Ches Sq) 11:30Red Lobster(Ches Sq) 11:30  

  14  Annual Conference Orientation14  Annual Conference Orientation, , Oaklette UMC, 2pmOaklette UMC, 2pm  

  1919--21  VA ANNUAL CONFERENCE21  VA ANNUAL CONFERENCE , , Roanoke, VARoanoke, VA 

CLERGY LUNCHESCLERGY LUNCHES  

4 & 18 Clergy Lunch, 11:30 

   BRAVOS (Town Center) 

5 & 19  Clergy Lunch, 11:30 

   ABUELOS (Greenbrier) 

11 & 25  Clergy Lunch, 12pm 

    JONES’ (Portsmouth)  

12 & 26 Clergy Lunch, 12pm 

    LOGANS (Janaf) 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95097502

