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Do we really want what God desires for our churches and us more than 

anything else? In Numbers 13:25-33 the Israelites stood at the edge of the 

Jordan poised to receive the land God had promised He would give them. 

However, their fear, their desire for the comfort (or discomfort) of what they 

had known thus far was more desirable than trusting that God would provide 

for them in this new land. What do you think? Do you think that the Israelites 

wanted what God desires more than anything else? Do you desire what God 

wants more than anything else? This is the question I am wrestling with in my soul. 

 How about the congregations of the Elizabeth River District? Do we desire what God wants for 

us more than anything else? Sometimes I fear that our congregations and leaders prefer their 

present and past comfort of what we know and like more than God’s will. Is it possible that we are in danger of 

being more concerned with Jesus blessing our plan, blessing our preferences and blessing what we want for our 

church?  

Is Jesus really Lord of our congregations? I think sometimes we would prefer to ignore the question of “Is Jesus Lord” 

of our lives. Instead, we engage in grumbling about our finances and apportionments. We seem to prefer engaging in 

fighting and conflicts among ourselves. We seem to prefer arguing about what we like and do 

not like. We would prefer to complain about people not coming to our church and whose fault 

it is that our congregation is shrinking. However, the most important question we need to ask is 

this: do we really want God’s desire for our congregation and are we willing to act accordingly. 

The Israelites were challenged at the waters edge with the same challenge we 

face today. Are we willing to be Courageous Spiritual Leaders? These are 

leaders who prefer living daily the Great Commission (Matthew 28) and the 

Great Commandment (Matthew 22:37-39) more than anything else. 

All that separated the Israelites from receiving God’s Promised Land was the 

choice to trust that He was able to provide even in 

uncertain times. They made their choice. What will be our 

choice? Will we choose God’s will or the comfort of our 

past and present experiences? Will you be a Courageous 

Spiritual Leader or will you play it safe? The future will be a reflection of the 

choice we make today! 
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DISTRICT LA Y LEADER  

Dear Sisters and Brothers~  

Over the past few months I have been talking about how we can be better disciples. I’ve 

asked you to be “flashlights” and put my spin on being “courageous spiritual leaders”. It’s 

time to actually put these to practice. November and December are typically very busy 

months filled with so many activities and emotions. Very trying times for sure. We’re just  

past Halloween and we are thrust into Thanksgiving and Christmas. What do we make for 

meals, whose family do we spend which holiday with and the list goes on seemingly, 

forever. Oh yeah, that doesn’t include the most important part, Jesus the Christ! 

This is also a time many churches are doing their stewardship campaigns. I would like you to focus on time, 

talent, service and witness. Leave the budget to the finance committee. We each have God given talents that 

can and should be used in our service to the church. By using our talents, whether behind the scenes or in 

leadership, we are serving and being a witness. One doesn’t have to stand on street corners or in malls to 

witness. Most of us wouldn’t do it. But we can be a true witness in those places and so many more by being 

living disciples! Jesus witnessed by going where the “righteous” would not; eating with sinners, feeding the 

hungry, helping the poor, and on and on. What have we done to serve and witness? Yes, we feed the 

homeless in shelters, give items to help with church kits, gifts for the “Angel Tree”. All these are good. I’d like 

to challenge us to be more spiritual this year. Really put ourselves out there in a human way. Invite a 

homeless family to dinner, bring them to church, buy them a Christmas tree and 

help decorate it with our excess lights and ornaments. Give a family an Advent 

wreath and explain it to them. As Sonny and Cher sang, “the beat goes on”. 

The beat of our hearts for all of God’s children as we live out our Faith in works! 

God Bless, 

    

Gary  
Gary Denette 

District Lay Leader 

garysmiles@ymail.com 

 

 

Attention: New S/PPRC Chairpersons, New S/PPRC Committee Members and  

Newly Appointed Pastors 
 

All new Staff/Parish chairpersons, new committee members and newly appointed pastors are invited 

to join Wayne Snead for a training session on Saturday, Nov. 8th, 10 am at Heritage United 

Methodist Church. Wayne will give an overview of the responsibilities of this committee and the role 

of SPRC with the senior pastor and other staff. He will guide you in a model for discussion prior to 

completing the “appointment preference form” and provide information about the Virginia 

Conference Annual Evaluation of clergy and staff by the SPRC. 

To register, call the district office, 473-1592 

Gary Denette 
garysmiles@ymail.com 

(757) 636-3895 

JESUS 

Lights the Way 



Elizabeth River Channel Marker                                     3                                                  N O V E M B E R   2 0 1 4 

 

 

 

 “Receive Love. Give Love. Repeat.” is the mission statement of Rise, a faith 

community in the Harrisonburg area. The pastor of this community, Amanda Garber, 

was the preacher for the opening worship at the recent 5 Talent Academy on 

Evangelism, Communication, and Church Growth. Amanda shared some of the lessons 

that their faith community has learned as they have embraced the community of 

Harrisonburg. These lessons include watching our language and making sure that 

people understand what we are talking about. Sometimes we need to listen more and 

talk less. She emphasized what Wayne has been promoting since he arrived in July. It’s 

all about relationships, relationships, relationships and trust. As we build these 

relationships and think about new ways to do things, we need to stop and take a breath, remembering that 

Jesus is the one in control who is driving the changes. It’s not about us. Amanda challenged us to move out 

from our comfort zones, out of our buildings and onto the party bus as she called it, the bus where things are 

messy, a little complicated and maybe surprising at times.  

 The keynote speaker for the event was the Rev. Dr. Maria Dixon Hall, from Southern Methodist 

University in Dallas, Texas. Dr. Dixon is an Associate Professor of Organizational Communication and Non-

Profit Studies as well as the Director of Communication Studies and a research consultant. She is passionate 

about inspiring people to become strong communicators. Dr. Dixon stressed that the strongest tool we have 

for evangelism is our personal testimony. The Bible is filled with stories about how personal testimony was 

key to spreading the Gospel in the early church. As we share our testimonies we begin to build relationships. 

People are looking for “crock-pot” relationships that grow and are sustained over time. Dr. Dixon shared about 

experiences she and her husband had with some younger people in the church. They found out how important 

it is for seasoned adults to mentor and build intentional intergenerational relationships. The younger people 

crave face to face authentic relationships. We connect when our story resonates with another and vice versa.  

 We are preparing for the season of Advent.  The General Board of Discipleship asks these questions on 

its website, “What if we rethink what we're celebrating? What if we focus on comforting others and sharing the 

greatest gift of all? Discipleship Ministries offers these resources to help your congregations celebrate the real 

meaning of Christmas.” Go to http://www.gbod.org/advent to find resources for Advent planning which 

includes retreats, services and liturgies, reflections and articles, Advent and Christmas music, resources for 

children, youth and families which includes an Advent calendar to print that you can give out to the families in 

your church, and much more. In the District Office we have some small group studies such as Christmas Is Not 

Your Birthday, by Mike Slaughter, Under Wraps: The Gift We Never Expected, by Jessica LaGrone, Andy 

Nixon, Rob Renfroe, and Ed Robb and Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam by James Moore. Advent A 

to Z, by Sharon Harding and John Indermark, Bethlehem Bound and The Last Straw are a few other resources 

available to borrow. Stop by my new office to chat and find some helpful ideas for Advent. 

 Thank you to the folks who came out for 

Coffee and Conversation last month. It was great to 

meet with you, share ideas and build new relationships. 

I look forward to getting to know more of you around 

the district. Be well. 

Shalom,  

Ellen 

District Program Coordinator 

eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org  

(757) 473-1592  

District PROGRAM COORDINATOR   

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Clements 
Eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org 

 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 
 Kroger Community Rewards is designed for non-profits 
of all sizes. Just by scanning their Kroger Plus card, members 
will be able to raise needed funds for your church or organiza-

tion. 

 To enroll in this program, go to www.kroger.com/
communityrewards. Download the enrollment application. 
Return the completed application, a signed copy of the terms 
and conditions, and a copy of your church’s 
501(c)(3) letter to Kroger. Within 10 business 
days, Kroger will send an email listing your 
church’s new and exclusive Kroger Communi-
ty rewards number. Once the church is en-
rolled, members can go online to enroll their 

individual cards to the church’s account.  

http://www.gbod.org/advent
mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
file:///C:/Users/DistrictSecretary/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/DAH0PJ4N/Kroger%20Community%20Rewards%20for%20November%20newsletter.docx#_top#_top
file:///C:/Users/DistrictSecretary/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/DAH0PJ4N/Kroger%20Community%20Rewards%20for%20November%20newsletter.docx#_top#_top
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ATTENTION DISTRICT CLERGYATTENTION DISTRICT CLERGYATTENTION DISTRICT CLERGY    

DISTRICT CLERGY LUNCHESDISTRICT CLERGY LUNCHESDISTRICT CLERGY LUNCHES   

 

Last month in lieu of our monthly clergy 

meetings we organized weekly lunches at 

different locations around the Elizabeth River 

District with the hope that you will take 

advantage of the opportunity to meet with 

your colleagues and our district superintendent 

to enjoy lunch and share fellowship, ministry 

ideas, and needs.  

The scheduled times and locations for the 

lunches will be the following: 

1st & 3rd Mondays 11:30am  — BRAVO 

(Town Center) Pembroke area 

193 Central Park Avenue, Va Beach  23462. 

 

1st & 3rd Tuesdays am — ABUEALOS 

(Greenbrier Mall area) 

1712 Mall Ring Road, Chesapeake  23320. 

 

2nd & 4th Mondays 11:30am —APPLEBEE’S 

(Ches. Square Mall area) 

4132 Portsmouth Blvd Chesapeake 23321 

 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays 12:30pm—LOGAN’S

(N. Military Highway, in front of Janaf) 

1140 North Military Hwy, Norfolk  23502 

 

Lunch will start at 11:30 a.m. (except for the 

Norfolk Panera site, will start at 12:30.)  

In addition to the lunches the district will be 

bringing in national speakers twice a year to our 

area. Our first scheduled speaker will be Jim 

Griffin who will present Reaching More People 

for lay and clergy on March 14, 15, 2015.  

Our goals are the same with our new format: 

support the clergy and lay people of the 

churches of the Elizabeth River District to be 

better able to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world.  

We welcome your comments and feedback. 

   

~Elizabeth River District Superintendent  

& District Clergy Association 

The D.S. on CHURCH LEADERSHIP INSTITUTEThe D.S. on CHURCH LEADERSHIP INSTITUTEThe D.S. on CHURCH LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE   

Our District Superintendent highly recommends this Church 

Leadership Institute Training offered in November for 

pastors of local churches.  

This is not just for church planters. Jim Griffith, the guest 

speaker at this training, will also be the leader for the “How 

to Reach New People“ workshop on March 14-15 here on 

the Elizabeth River District.  

You will benefit from attending both the November and 

March events. More information to follow on the March 

event.  
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45 District Lay Members at-large to the 2015 Annual Conference 

(and 15 Reserve members at-large) as per usual. 

up to 15 Lay NOMINEES for 2016 General & Jurisdictional Conferences  

to be voted on at the 2015 Virginia Annual Conference 

(more info bottom of page  &   ElizabethRiverDistrict.org/ forms) 

 2016 GENERAL CONFERENCE 

General Conference, the top policy-making body of The 
United Methodist Church, meets once very four years to 
consider revisions to church law, as well as adopt 
resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and 
economic issues. It also approves plans and budgets for 
church-wide programs for the next four years. The 2016 
meeting will be held on May 10-20 at the Oregon 
Convention Center in Portland, Oregon. 

Election of Clergy Delegates: Clergy nomination forms 
will be posted on the Virginia Conference website in 
January 2015. The completed form must be returned to 
the Director of Connectional Ministries NO LATER THAN 
MARCH 1, 2015. 

Election of Laity Delegates to Gen & Jur 
Conferences: All laity who wish to put their names 
forward for election as delegates to Gen & Jur 
Conferences must complete a Lay Nominee Form and 
submit it to the District Office BY NOVEMBER 3, 2014. 
These delegates will be approved at our District 
Conference to be sent to the 2015 Virginia Annual 
Conference, put in with all the other districts’ nominations 
to elect 11 laity & 11 clergy for the VA Conference. 

2 

 

 

On Saturday, November 15th, 10am at  Saint Paul’s UMC, Chesapeake 

will APPROVE. . . 

 
  
 
 

and ELECT...  
 

20142014   DISTRICT CONFERENCEDISTRICT CONFERENCE   

1 

May 10-20, 2016 
Oregon Convention 

Center  

(the largest  

convention center  

in the Pacific NW ) 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP: all 

ordained & commissioned clergy, licensed local 

pastors, lay supply pastors, certified lay ministers, 

diaconal ministers, deaconesses and home 

missioners related to the district; church lay leader, 

church council chair, church school superintendent, 

president of UMW, president of chartered UMM, 

each charge’s district steward, lay member to 

annual conference, three members at-large to 

district conference, one of whom shall be a youth 

elected by each charge conference. 

For more about   

2016 SE JURISDICTIONAL 

CONFERENCE 

which opens on July 13, 2016  

at Lake Junaluska  ... 

go to: http://www.sejumc.org 

All Forms available on website: 

ElizabethRiverDistrict.org/forms 
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CHURCH POSITIONS AVAILABLE       

  

 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH [Community UMC, Va Beach]  This full-time position is vital to the continued growth of Community UMC and 

would work with the other members of the church staff in all facets of the church youth program . The director is responsible for entire 

spectrum of youth activities to include weekly youth meetings, youth Bible studies and activities outside of the church proper to include 

at least annual mission trips. Please submit resumes and inquires to Ruth Pfeil at rpfeil@cumcvb.org  

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES  [St. Andrew's UMC, Virginia Beach] a mid-size church connected to 

the growing Town Center and Kempsville neighborhoods is seeking to fill this part-time position. A successful applicant will be a person 

with a deep faith and connection to Methodist theology and doctrine, a passion for young people, and an ability to lead and 

coordinate teams. Deadline for resumes is Oct 15th . For details, visit www.vaumc.org/jobs  

FULL-TIME CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR [Courthouse Community UMC, Virginia Beach] a person to direct an active and mission 

focused team of children and adult volunteers as well as paid children’s ministry staff to help children, birth-5th grade, grow deeper in 

relationship with Christ. Candidate should have experience in a multi-staff church and be gifted in recruiting and training of children and 

adult volunteers. For details, visit www.vaumc.org/jobs  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR [Resurrection UMC, Chesapeake] a multi-cultural environment needs a part-time Christian 

Education Director for young adult, youth & children to lead Christian programs; recruit/or train, empower & equip volunteers. Plan 

meaningful worship, devotions & prayer time. This position combines faith and service to church and society. For more details & 

qualifications, email (resurrectionumc@cox.net) or call the church office (479-0452), or look on the district website jobs page. 

MUSIC DIRECTOR [Resurrection UMC, Chesapeake] needed for adults, youth, & children in this multi-cultural environment. Lead 

Praise Band, adult & children’s choir. Plan meaningful music for worship. Backup for morning worship pianist, For more details & 

qualifications, email (resurrectionumc@cox.net) or call the church office (479-0452), or look on the district website jobs page. 

 

In response to Bishop Young Jin Cho’s required that the Virginia Conference 

Common Table for Church Vitality facilitate conversation around the 

conference on the subject of human sexuality, the Common Table is holding 

“A Day of Holy Conversation ON Sexuality and The United Methodist 

Church.”  Deadline to register is noon on Monday, Nov. 17. 

More information or to register online go to http://www.vaumc.org/pages/

news/2014vanews/2014vanews_dayofconversation 

FROM DANE MILLS:  As this event approaches, I would recommend that pastors and 

members of our churches consider downloading the Book Finding Our Way: Love and 

Low in The Unite4d Methodist Church, edited by Rueben Job, available from Amazon 

for $9.99 on Kindle. The book is a compilation of letters by Bishops of our church and does not advocate for any particular position on 

Human Sexuality held by Christianity. It took me about three hours to read, but I feel that it aids an individual in understanding the 

possible consequences that this issue brings to our church and our denomination as we approach the General Conference in 2016. 

 

SPONSOR A CHILD For CHRISTMAS Through  

UNITED METHODIST FAMILY SERVICES 

 

 For 114 years UMFS has been helping children and families in Virginia through our treatment foster 

care program, as well as our adoptive placement services.  Headquartered in Richmond, our Tidewater office serves 

the community throughout Hampton Roads.  There are currently 5,000+ children in the foster care system in Virginia, 

with 1,000 of those kids in search of a forever home.   UMFS believes that every child deserves to be loved and 

empowered.  We are in need of communities who can Foster a Child for Christmas! 

  This year we are asking individuals, families, churches or organizations to sponsor a child. To sponsor a child 

or children, please:  

1) Email Angie Williams, Volunteer Coordinator at UMFS, regarding your intent to participate (anwilliams@umfs.org).  

2) Purchase a $100 TARGET or WAL-MART gift card for the number of children you wish to sponsor OR write a check 

payable to UMFS with “Christmas Gift Cards” written in the memo line of your check. Please note 

that check donations of any amount are appreciated! If you cannot purchase a $100 gift card, we 

welcome check donations that will be added to a pool and applied to a gift card.  

3) Drop off or mail your gift to UMFS, Attn: Angie Williams, 3900 West Broad Street, Richmond, 

VA 23230. Please include your name & contact info with your gift.  

DEADLINE: December 1st 

Saturday, November 22November 22, 9:30am-3:30pm 

THALIA UMC, 4321 Va Beach Blvd, VB 

mailto:rpfeil@cumcvb.org
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
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www.elizabethrivermen.or

ELIZABETH RIVER DISTICT  W i n t e r  B a n q u e t   

  Ministry Team  Installation  &  Life Member Recognition  

Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at 6:00 PM 

New Creation - Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

4320 Bruce Road, Chesapeake, VA  23321 
 

Please join us for a delicious Italian dinner & a special evening of music: 

$16 per person or $28 per couple 

Dust and Ashes: A Christian Music Ministry 
Dust and Ashes has a long history of music ministry. Their wide range of music includes 
songs based on personal experiences, scripture, and songs that tell stories to help us 
understand God's dreams for the world and God's will for our lives. Using guitars and 
keyboard, Dust and Ashes sing about the importance of a life of personal devotion to 
God as well as a life that is committed to helping bring justice and peace to the earth. 

Tom Page, an ordained United Methodist minister, began Dust and Ashes at Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington DC. Originally, Dust and Ashes were staff members 
of the United Methodist General Board of Discipleship and began their full-time nation-

al ministry there. The other half of the duo is Tom's wife, MaryLou Troutman, and together they continue in full-time ministry, 
taking their music to local churches, national church events, prisons, radio and television. We are honored to have them as part of 
our 2015 Winter Banquet! 

 

The Elizabeth River District Men’s Chorus  
will also be singing that evening 

 

Tickets will be sold until January 6, 2015, and 

can be purchased from: 

David Collins 420-1958 djcoll@icloud.com  

Johnnie Draughon 366-0051 johnnie.draughon@cox.net  
Vicki Gibbs 434-6970 vcampsales5@aol.com  

 

As Life Members will be recognized at the event, please call or email with the names 

of your current and past Life Members. 

 
 

We hope to see you there at this very special event! 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

District Youth Retreat 
@ Blackstone! 

 

February 6-8 2015 

 

ELIZABETH RIVER  

DISTRICT 

YOUTH 
meeting at Oak Grove  

this year! 

Second Monday each month 

7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

See you there! 
 

(427 N Battlefield Blvd,  

Chesapeake) 

Contact person: 

Betsy Parsons, (757) 537-7297 

elizabethriverdyc@gmail.com 

mailto:djcoll@icloud.com
mailto:johnnie.draughon@cox.net
mailto:vcampsales5@aol.com
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A MESSAGE TO LAITY &  CLERGYA MESSAGE TO LAITY &  CLERGYA MESSAGE TO LAITY &  CLERGY     

 

     Good things are happening at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center at Blackstone. More than 13,000 

people used the retreat facilities at Blackstone last year. A new heating system is in place and renovations and upgrades 

are in progress. 

     The welcome mat is out for laity and clergy, youth and adults from across the Virginia Conference.  

     The conference retreat center seeks “VUMAC Partners” to help support this ministry as a setting for spiritual renewal 

and leadership training. Blackstone must now be entirely self supporting for its operating budget as well as for 

renovations and repair. Income comes from user fees from those who use the facilities or from gifts and contributions 

from those who believe in VUMAC’s mission. It is a vital resource for the Virginia Conference and for local churches and 

church groups like United Methodist Women and United Methodist Men, youth groups, Emmaus, conference-wide and 

district lay and clergy meetings and retreats and workshops, and many other groups including the alumnae of the former 

Blackstone College.  

     In her book “Candlesticks,” the late Ethel Born, a leader in the 

United Methodist Women’s movement, called VUMAC “a place of 

Christian fellowship, education, renewal and spiritual growth as God’s 

spirit touches lives of those who come there.”  VUMAC has been 

providing this retreat setting for more than sixty years.  

     We invite you to join us today as a “VUMAC Partner” to 

strengthen and expand this ministry for laity and clergy, youth and 

adults.  

Board of Directors 

VUMAC  

P.O. Box 22 

Blackstone, Va. 23824 

 

An Evening at Blackstone, November 23, 2014  
E l isabeth Von Trapp 

From the Family 

Whose Story Inspired 

The Sound Of Music 
 

Event Details: 

Open House @ 4:00 PM  

Banquet @ 5:30 PM  

Performance @ 7:00 PM 

Advanced tickets ~ September 16 - November 15th 

$47.00 single/$85.00 couple for Banquet & Performance 

$85.00 single/$159.00 couple=banquet/concert/lodging/breakfast 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tickets ~ November 16 thru November 22 

$52.00 single/$95.00 couple for Banquet & Performance 

$95.00 single/$177.00 couple=banquet/concert/lodging/breakfast 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

At the door 

$57.00 single/$105.00 couple for Banquet & Performance 

$105.00 single /$190.00 couple=banquet/performance/lodging/

breakfast Carol Sing & Social — After Performance 

Lodging, Breakfast @ 8:30 

For event reservations please print the following and mail to:  

BCRC — VUMAC, 707 Fourth St, Blackstone, VA  23824.  Make check payable to: VUMAC or  

Telephone (434) 292-5308 to make reservation by debit/credit card. 

Name: _________________________________         Number of Tickets:   

Address: _______________________________  Full Package: __________ or 

_______________________________________ Banquet & Performance __________ or 

Phone #: (______) ______ - ___________  Concert Tickets only ___________ 
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T-SHIRTS FOR SALE 

AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE 

IN THE FOLLOWING SIZES: 

S,M,L,XL,2X 

$10 for Imagine No Malaria 

(picture above is the logo on T ) 

What Legacy Will You Leave? 

 A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make in creating a legacy.  Recently one church in the Virginia United 
Methodist Conference received a considerable legacy gift, a bequest to the church.  The leadership of the 
congregation worked together to craft a strategic plan as conscientious stewards to discern how best to manage the 
funds and use them to expand ministry to their community. They recognize the gift is not to be squandered.  They 
determined to use some to make much needed repairs to their aging church building, set aside a portion to enhance 

current ministry opportunities in the community, and invested part in The Foundation to endow future ministry! 

 We must remember that God gave us the ability to produce wealth and the instructions on what to do with 
it (Deut 8:18). All of us will one day give it all away in creating a legacy. Making wise choices in advance about 

where to give it and how it can be used as an instrument for doing good is a critical stewardship decision! 

 Sadly, God’s people in the Old Testament failed to obey His instructions for the use of wealth. My prayer is 

that we today, don’t forget that our actions show whether we are truly His disciples or not. 

Planning for Future Ministry: Is now the time to put fear aside and look into different ways 
to steward funds other than burying your talents in a no-yield or low-yield account? To learn 
more and talk with one of our staff about your options, call 804-521-1121 or visit our website, 
www.vaumfgifts.org. We will be glad to listen and help you explore your investment options 

to meet your ministry goals!  

Plan ahead!  Create lasting ministries into the future!  Stephen Clark, President  

http://www.vaumfgifts.org/
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June 20-22           The Hampton Roads Convention Center 
Hampton, VA 

 

 

 

 

TTTHE HE HE 7 7 7 HHHABITS OF ABITS OF ABITS OF HHHIGHLY IGHLY IGHLY EEEFFECTIVE FFECTIVE FFECTIVE PPPEOPLEEOPLEEOPLE®®®   

On January 27, 28, 29, 2014, Nimmo United Methodist 

Church in Virginia Beach, Virginia, will offer the three-day 

course based on the book by Stephen R. Covey, The 7 

Habits of Highly Effective People. The course is open to 

members and non-members alike.  

In the book, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People®, Stephen 

R. Covey presents a holistic, integrated, principle-centered 

approach for solving personal and professional problems.  With 

penetrating insights and pointed anecdotes, he reveals a step-by

-step pathway for living with fairness, integrity, service and 

human dignity. Come learn these universal principles in his 

three-day (24 hour) workshop designed to teach the content of 

his book. Covey’s purpose for writing is to invite readers to 

examine their faith and lives from a fresh perspective and 

consequently deepen their commitment to the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. The cost of the workshop is $250 for each participant 

and includes a participant manual, 360-degree assessment, and 

lunch and snacks for the three days. The purpose of the class is 

to empower each person to be more effective at creating and 

being the person God wants them to be.  

Full participation in the three-day schedule of 8 AM till 5 

PM will result in earning 2.2 continuing education units.  

Clark Dennis Cundiff, who is 

serving in his fourteenth year as a 

pastor with the United Methodist 

Church and who has a Masters in 

Human Resource Development 

and a Masters in Divinity and has 

facilitated this class over 30 times 

since 1994, will teach the class.  

Please contact Clark Cundiff 

pastor@Nimmochurch.org or 

Dolly Weaver at the church 

office 757-427-1765 if you are 

interested in attending. 

McKendree UMC 

NOVEMBER 15th 

9am to 3pm 

Join us for fun and fellowship at McKendree 

UMC on November 15th for our annual Fall 

Bazaar and BBQ sale, featuring several ven-

dors, a rummage sale, church bake sale, and 

our homemade BBQ and sides.   

McKendree UMC 

6870 N. Military Hwy 

Norfolk, VA 23518 

(757)853-0680 

 

Jolliff United Methodist Church 

Fall Fest Fundraiser 

Saturday, Nov. 8th ~ 9am ‘til 2pm 

        Everyone Welcome! 

     Inflatables  Pig Pickin         
Bake Sale  

Make your own Pizza          Live Auction (1pm) 

Ryan, the Balloon Guy (11a-1p) 

Vendors        Book/Video Sale 

Children’s Games           Great Food 

Face Painting 

Silent Auction  BBQ 

Portsmouth Animal Shelter 

Cake Walk                         White Sale 

Fun For Everyone! 

 

 

1900 Jolliff Road * 757-488-2784* JolliffUMC.org  

Saint Paul’s U.M. Men will be 

hosting a Spaghetti Dinner on 

Saturday, November 8, 2014. 

We will begin serving at 5pm 

and end at 7 pm. The cost for 

this delicious All-You-Care-To

-Eat meal is $6 for adults and 

$3 for kids 12 and under.   

All are welcome, so please 

invite your friends, relatives 

and neighbors for some great 

food and fellowship! 

Saturday 

 November 8th 

5-7pm 

mailto:pastor@Nimmochurch.org
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 SAVE THE 
DATE:  

Saturday  

Nov 22, 2014 
8:30a - 12p 

Virginia 

 Wesleyan 

College 

Join VOLUNTEER Hampton Roads and the 

Hampton Roads Corporate VOLUNTEER 

Council as they present the 15th annual Family 

VOLUNTEER Day.  Volunteers from 

throughout the community will join together to 

pack boxes of food for 13 local homeless and 

domestic abuse shelters and the Foodbank of 

Southeastern Virginia.  

Registration will open on Nov 5. Teams of 20 can 

sign up for the event. Contact Ellen, 

eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org if your church 

would like to participate. You will receive 

directions on how to sign up your team.  

Corporations donate the food that will be packed. 

Participants may also bring canned food and non-

perishable food items that day. These donations 

will be given to the Foodbank of Southeastern 

Virginia for their help in organizing this event. 

MESSIAH UMC’S 

2014 APPLE SALE! 

SEPT 22 – NOV 5, 2014 

Fresh Harvested Virginia Orchard Apples  

Pink Lady, Golden Delicious, Stayman,  

Fuji, Granny Smith, Winesap  

 

 

 

 

 

 

***Order & Pmt deadline is Nov. 5th 

Pick-up your Apples on Sat., Nov 15th  

8:30am to 1:30pm 

MUST BE PAID FOR BEFORE PICK-UP.  

LOW PRICES:   

Bushel (40 lbs)    = $32 

½ Bushel (20 lbs) = $20 

Peck (10 lbs)        = $15 

Freshly 

Pressed 

APPLE 

CIDER 

Only $8/gallon 

Apple Butter 

$7/ quart  

$5/ pint 

In “sweetened” and  

“no sugar added” 

For more information call: 

Messiah United Methodist Church – 757-436-1682 

408 Dominion Commons Way, Chesapeake, VA 23322 

Visit us on the web: www.messiahunitedmethodist.com or 

E-mail:  messiahumc1989@gmail.com  

Choose from the following varieties: 

McKendree UMC would like to  

show appreciation for our military 

by extending an invitation to a free  

traditional Thanksgiving meal with 

all of the trimmings on Sunday, 

November 23rd at 6:00 p.m.!  

All active duty or retired military  

and their families are invited to this event.  

Dinner is by reservation only and 

subject to availability.  

Please RSVP no later than November 10th 

by calling the church office at 853-0680. 

 

6870 N. Military Hwy 

Norfolk, VA 23518 

http://www.messiahunitedmethodist.com
mailto:messiahumc1989@gmail.com
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DISTRICT CALENDAR 

Office Location:  815 Baker Rd. Suite 301, Virginia Beach 

Phone:  757.473.1592   Fax:  757.473.1790 

Email:  ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org    

District Website:  ElizabethRiverDistrict.org 

Conference Website:  vaumc.org  

In the Virginia Conference  

United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 12654 

Norfolk, VA  23541-0654 

 

To receive the Channel Marker by email, 

Send your request to  

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

Newsletter Articles Deadline  

is the 15th of every month  

All articles should be submitted  

BY EMAIL  

to address below. 

 
Job Announcements should be 60-words or less. 

 

Events 100-words or less or 1/4 page flyer-format 
 

District Officers try to limit to a half-page 

VA Conference Bishop ................... Young Jin Cho 

District Superintendent  ............. M. Wayne Snead 

District Office Manager ......... Deborah L. Hanson 

District Finance Secretary  .......  Tammy A. Waters 

District Program Coordinator .... Ellen J. Clements 

District Treasurer  ..........................  Mary R. Stroh 

District Lay Leader ..................... Gary G. Denette 

District Webmaster ......... Dee Guagliardo Sullivan 

   8 (Sat) S/PRC Training, Heritage, 10am  

 10 District YOUTH meeting, Oak Grove, 7pm

 21  Dist UMW Prayer Luncheon, Wesley Chapel 

15  2014 DISTRICT CONFERENCE, St. Paul’s UMC, 10am, 

17-19 Church Leadership Institute, Va Conf. Office, Glen Allen 

20 Dist Committee on Ministry, district office, 9am 

22  Volunteer Hampton Roads, VWC, 8:30– Noon 

27-28  HAPPY THANKSGIVING ... Office Closed 

 6 UMW Prayer Breakfast-Advent Service, Haygood, 9am 

8 District Youth meeting, Oak Grove, 7pm 

22 Holy Conversation, Thalia, 9a-3:30p (see pg 6) 

24-31 MERRY CHRISTMAS ... Office Closed 

 

   COMING IN JANUARY... 

District Training Day, January 17, 2015 at Community UMC in Va Beach 

Courses include: Rethink Church, Visioning & Goal Setting, Turn Around 

Churches, S/PPRC Training, Finance, The Role of the Trustees, Here 

Come the Boomers…Again!, Leadership Essentials, Youth and Young 

Adult Ministry, Who Is My Neighbor?–6 Ways to Reach Them!, 

Stewardship, Small Groups, Discipleship Training, and a Missions Panel.  

 

Registration forms will be available at the District Conference on 

November 15 and online by December 1
st
.  

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95097502

