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 Not what we will give or get but what we have... 

Thanksgiving has just passed and the celebration of the 

birth of Christ is just a few weeks away.  As we get 

caught up in what we will be giving and receiving as 

gifts this Christmas season, I have been pondering 

where real happiness, joy and blessedness come from 

in life. 

Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than it is to 

receive.” I have found that giving brings great joy to 

my life. I can imagine the delight on a child’s face 

receiving a gift they want through the Salvation Army or Angel Tree. I can 

see a family laughing and celebrating around the table with a meal because 

someone knew they needed food. I can see the face of a parent who was 

afraid their child would get nothing for Christmas but because of the 

generosity of others, their child is overjoyed. Giving brings great joy and a 

sense of goodness to my soul. 

 

Now I like to receive gifts as well. You cannot be a good giver if you 

cannot be a good receiver. When I receive a gift I experience a great deal of 

joy knowing that there are people who love me. I realize that a friend or 

family member has taken the time and energy to get me something I would 

really enjoy. This gives me the feeling that I am loved and cared about.    

Although these two things can bring great joy and a real sense of happiness, 

there is something that makes us a better giver and receiver. Paul said, “I 

have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.” Contentment 

brings with it a sense of blessedness. Contentment honors God’s blessings in 

our lives. We realize that what we already have is all we really need. There 

is a sense of wellness and peace in contentment. It makes giving and 

receiving even better.  

How about you? What brings a sense of real happiness, joy and blessedness 

in your life? It is worth pondering! Merry Christmas! 

The Staff at the Elizabeth River District office wishes everyone a  

Happy ChristmasHappy Christmas  
& a New Year & a New Year   

filled with blessings galore!filled with blessings galore!  
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 DISTRICT LA Y LEADER  “Tis the Season” 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

     As we enter December and move into January we hear “Tis the Season.” What does that really 

mean? Mostly we see it as Christmas time. We get busy with the hustle and bustle of shopping, 

parties, wrapping, holiday music and so much more. To our family and friends we send cards and 

letters and go to church. We even try to say, “Jesus is the reason for the season.” But what does it 

really mean? 

     I think we lose track of the true meaning. First, Jesus isn’t even born yet. The wise men are still 

journeying, Herod is still intimidated and Mary and Joseph are worrying about the impending birth. 

The real story is about family! The season is Advent! As family we should be telling the story of Mary and Joseph 

traveling long distances to register in the census. All while Mary is pregnant and ready to give birth. Talk about the 

innkeeper who at least allowed them use of the stable. It may not seem like much, but it was dry and probably fairly 

warm with all the animals. More importantly, Mary and Joseph were together.  

     During the Advent season, family should move to the front of the line. This was brought home to me in a very 

personal way. My oldest son is in the Navy and his ship just got sent to another home port. Staying behind are his 

beautiful wife and adorable young son. Being his father and living close by they were expecting me to be keeping a 

watchful eye on them. Sadly, I have not done a good job. Very recently my son suffered a heart attack. He is doing fine 

and will be okay. Praise God for that! It’s horrifying to hear this kind of news about your child. You don’t expect it, 

especially when he has always been so healthy and active. It is a real wake-up call! I don’t know if my son and his 

family will forgive me and allow me back into their lives. I pray they will. 

     I tell you this not for sympathy or empathy. I just don’t want others to do the same thing. Please use 

this “Tis the Season” to tell all your families how much you love them and miss them. Be around each 

other as often as possible. We have more than a manger in a stable to share our lives together. As we 

move from Advent to Christmas, let us be truly grateful for the family God has given us. Praise Jesus for 

being our Savior! Go into the New Year with a renewed vigor and faith in your families and learn to 

never take family for granted. I know I won’t! 

In Christ’s Peace,  

Gary  

2015 Ministers ’  Convocat ion  

Ministers' Convocation, an annual continuing education event for 

clergy and church professionals in the Virginia Conference, will be 

Tuesday, Jan. 13, through Thursday, Jan 15, at Blackstone 

Conference and Retreat Center (also known as Virginia United 

Methodist Assembly Center).  

Theme is "The Future of Christianity in America: Fresh Voices." 

Keynote speakers will be Dr. David E. Evans, assistant professor of 

Missions, Intercultural and Interfaith Studies at Eastern Mennonite 

University, and Dr. Asa J. Lee, associate dean for Community Life 

at Wesley Theological Seminary. Preacher for convocation will be 

the Rev. D. J. del Rosario, senior pastor of Bothell UMC in 

Bothell, Wash. Bishop Young Jin Cho will preach at the opening 

service of Word and Table.  

Registration is required prior to the event and registration will 

close on Jan. 5. Register online at www.vaumc.org/events. For 

more information, contact the Center for Clergy Excellence at 

(804) 521-1127 or (804) 768-6040, ext. 127.  

Gary Denette 
garysmiles@ymail.com 

(757) 636-3895 

JESUS 

Lights the Way 

http://www.vaumc.org/events
tel:%28804%29%20521-1127
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“If you think you are too small to make a difference, try spending the night with a 

mosquito.” – African Proverb 

This quote was in the October issue of the Advocate. Of course a mosquito doesn’t generally 

make a positive difference, but it can spring us into action. That’s what “Imagine No Malaria” 

is all about. Individuals joining together to make a difference in the lives of people we may 

never meet. There are resources to promote the “Imagine No Malaria” campaign on the 

conference website, http://www.vaumc.org/imaginenomalaria. At the District Conference we 

sold eight t-shirts and collected $553.00, saving 55 lives. We still have a ways to go to reach 

the Conference goal to save at least 100,000 lives.  

 What else “bites” us and causes us to jump into action? What are you itching to see changed in your church or 

community to reach the growing number of people who are not in church? How do we reach all the people who are 

hurting, struggling to make ends meet, or who are oblivious to the blessings of a relationship with Christ? This is the 

conversation we are engaged in around the Virginia Conference and throughout the Elizabeth River District. 

 Do you want to be a part of that conversation and seek out new ways of being the church? Come and join us 

on January 17 at District Training. It will be held at Community UMC in Virginia Beach from 8:30 am to 12:15 pm. 

The complete listing of the workshops is in this newsletter on pages 8-10. Encourage several members of your church 

to attend so that you can benefit from all of the workshops. There are the essential workshops for S/PPRC, Finance 

and Trustees plus Stewardship, Discipleship, Evangelism and Missions. You will be challenged to Rethink Church, 

engage in Visioning and Goal Setting, explore New Ministry Opportunities for Boomers, and learn Transformational 

Approaches to Ministry with Young People. Discover how to utilize the demographic resource, MissionInsite, as well 

as how to build a strong small group ministry. Please register by sending in your choices by email to 

eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org or by mail to ER District, P.O. Box 125654, Norfolk, VA 23541. Let’s learn and 

grow together. Registration deadline is January 7. 

 In addition to our January training, each church in the Elizabeth River District has an opportunity to bring a 

team of 5-8 to the “How to Reach New People” event on March 14 and 15 at Virginia Wesleyan College. I had the 

opportunity at the 5-Talent Academy in October to hear testimonials of churches that had attended one of these 

events and were bearing fruit from what they learned and implemented from that training. See page 4 & 5 in this 

newsletter for more information. Registration deadline is March 1.  

 I began this article talking about making 

a difference and saving lives. We are reminded 

of the good news of Christ’s birth during 

Advent and Christmas. Jesus came down and 

lived among us. He came that we might have 

life. May you truly know the grace of Jesus 

Christ in your life this Christmas season. Go out 

and share that good news wherever you go 

and save a life for all eternity. 

I wish you a merry Christmas and a blessed 

New Year! 

Shalom,  

Ellen 

District Program Coordinator 

eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org  

(757) 473-1592  

District PROGRAM COORDINATOR   

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Clements 
Eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org 

 

Bethlehem Walk 

December 5: 6:00 – 8:30 pm 

December 6: 4:00 – 8:30 pm 

December 7: 2:00 – 5:00 pm 

     Imagine the tiny village of 
Bethlehem 2000 years ago ...register 
your family with the census taker at 

the gate, walk the crowded streets, visit the bustling marketplace 
and talk with the vendors busy in their shops. Hear a story at the 
well, worship with the Rabbi in the Synagogue, but beware of the 
Roman soldiers who patrol the streets to keep order in this 
seemingly insignificant Judean town. See the shepherds watching 
their flocks under the winter sky.  

     Listen to the villagers talking in hushed voices about seeing 
angels and the birth of a very special baby. Keep your eyes and 
ears open to whatever miracles may occur. But don't plan to stay 
overnight - the Inn is full. 

     It isn't a play. It isn't a pageant. It is encountering Christ and the 
mystery of Christmas the way we believe it all began. And it’s a 
free gift from King’s Grant Presbyterian Church to the 
community. The church address is 745 Little Neck Road, Virginia 
Beach.  

http://www.vaumc.org/imaginenomalaria
mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
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Do you want to know . . .Do you want to know . . .Do you want to know . . .   

      How to reach new peopleHow to reach new peopleHow to reach new people? ? ?    
   
Coming to the Elizabeth River District on March 14-15, 2015 is Jim Griffith, a 
noteworthy consultant who works with hundreds of congregations from all over 
the country on issues of church vitality. Why is he coming? To offer a dynamic 
training event for local church teams of 5-8 people (which includes the senior 
pastor) that is more than just a workshop – it's learning how to build a team and a 
plan – How to Reach New People.  
Sign-in begins at 8:45 am on Saturday, March 14, 2015. The workshop is held: 
Saturday, 9:30am—5:30pm; and Sunday from 8am -1pm. (no over-night). It will be 
held at Virginia Wesleyan College, 1584 Wesleyan Drive, Norfolk. The cost is $200 per team (The reduced cost is made 
possible by your apportionment contributions.) What will you learn? How to reconnect with your mission field; how to 
get more members in your church; why the old ways to growth no longer work and what works now; why most pastors 
want to reach new people but can’t; what new people look for when selecting a church.  

Jim is the Founder of Griffith Coaching. He began his ministry by starting new churches for the 

purpose of reaching new people. He started five new churches in Florida, North Carolina, and 

Denver. Since then, he, and his network of associates, have assessed over nineteen hundred church 

planting candidates, trained thousands of planters, and coached hundreds of new churches. 

Leveraging that experience, Griffith Coaching focuses on training and coaching churches of all ages 

in their efforts to reach the mission field around them.  Jim works with many organizations, from 

the Pentecostals to the Anglicans, and all tribes in-between.  His vast experiences and intuitive 

skills have contributed to Jim becoming the church leader's "Advocate;" a mantle he wears with 

infectious enthusiasm. He graduated from The University of Florida and Trinity Evangelical Divinity 

School. Jim lives in Orlando, Florida and is married to Kim Griffith, a United Methodist Minister.  

Between them they have seven children, and three grandchildren. --Griffith Coaching website  

The event is sponsored by the Virginia Annual 
Conference and the Elizabeth River District UMC. Pre-
registration is required. Flyer is available. Please call 
or email Ellen in the Elizabeth River District Office,  
757-473-1592 or email 
eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org.  
Space is limited so get your registration in early and 
get a discount. Early registration deadline is 
February 1 for only $150. Final Registration deadline 
is March 1.  
 

VAUMC Pay App website is now 

available to all churches and district 

offices to access apportionment 

statements AND make payments to the 

conference treasurer’s office for 

a p p o r t i o n m e n t s  a n d 

benevolences.  Apportionment statements 

will continue to be emailed to pastors 

and treasurers at the end of each 

month.  Go to www.vaumcpayapp.org 

and enter the GCFA# to see a current 

s t a t emen t  o f  you r  chu r che s 

apportionments.  Churches can also 

register online with their bank routing 

and account number to initiate payments 

anytime throughout the month. 

mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
http://www.vaumcpayapp.org
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CHURCH POSITIONS AVAILABLE       

  
 

COORDINATOR OF CHILDREN MINISTRIES [Baylake UMC, Virginia Beach] Primary Task of this Part-time (20 

hours) position: To lead and coordinate all aspects of ministry for children (preschool – 5th grade) so that they can 

grow in their personal relationship with God through Christ, and discover a rich life of discipleship that is fruitful and 

transformative. Applicants should send their resumes and cover letters by emailing the Staff Parish Relations 

Committee Chair, Sherry White at StaffParishChair@baylakeumc.org. Include mailing address, daytime and evening 

telephone numbers, and an email address. Full position description and questions you may have can be directed to 

the Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair at the email address above.  

MUSIC DIRECTOR [Charity UMC, medium-sized rural/suburban church in Southern Va Beach] this faith-filled, part-

time music director oversees both contemporary and traditional music teams as well as children and youth music 

ministries. Contemporary, traditional, and children musical experience is preferred. Approx 14-20 hrs @ week. Send 

resume, references, cover letter with phone & email contact to charityumc@gmail.com. More information at 

www.vaumc.org/jobs  

ACCOMPANIST / PIANIST [Charity UMC, medium-sized rural/suburban church in Southern Va Beach]  As a part-

time, professional staff member, the Pianist/Accompanist serves under the supervision of the Music Director in 

support of a traditional worship service and the children’s music ministry. The pianist/accompanist will support 

worship service music at one worship service per week and at special worship services during the year.  Approx 6 hrs 

@ week. For details, visit the Virginia Conference Web site at www.vaumc.org/jobs . resume, references, cover letter 

with phone & email contact to charityumc@gmail.com.  

CHURCH SECRETARY [Community UMC, Va Beach] This 20-hour per week position provides administrative support 

to the Pastors and staff . Applicant should be proficient in computer usage to include website management.  Resumes 

may be mailed to Community UMC, Attn: SPR Committee, 1072 Old Kempsville Road, Virginia Beach VA 23464, or 

emailed to cumc@cumcvb.org  

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT  [Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center (VUMAC) at Blackstone] to begin in 

January 2015. The director will be responsible for initiating and coordinating all fund raising activities. A Bachelor’s 

degree and some experience in fund raising for non-profit organizations is required. Knowledge of the Virginia United 

Methodist Conference is important. The position is open to laity or clergy. Interested candidates may contact Sam 

McCracken, executive director, VUMAC, P.O. Box 22, Blackstone, VA. 23824. A resume and three references will be 

required prior to interviews. This position is also posted at www.vaumc.org/jobs and scroll down to “Other.”  

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES  [St. Andrew's UMC, Virginia Beach] a mid-size church 

connected to the growing Town Center and Kempsville neighborhoods is seeking to fill this part-time position. A 

successful applicant will be a person with a deep faith and connection to Methodist theology and doctrine, a passion 

for young people, and an ability to lead and coordinate teams. For details, visit www.vaumc.org/jobs  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR [Resurrection UMC, 

Chesapeake] a multi-cultural environment needs a part-time 

Christian Education Director for young adult, youth & children 

to lead Christian programs; recruit/or train, empower & equip 

volunteers. Plan meaningful worship, devotions & prayer time. 

This position combines faith and service to church and society. 

F o r  m o re  de t a i l s  &  q ua l i f i c a t i on s ,  em a i l 

(resurrectionumc@cox.net) or call the church office (479-

0452), or look on the district website jobs page. 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR [Resurrection UMC, Chesapeake] needed 

for adults, youth, & children in this multi-cultural environment. 

Lead Praise Band, adult & children’s choir. Plan meaningful 

music for worship. Backup for morning worship pianist, For 

more details & qualifications, email (resurrectionumc@cox.net) 

or call church office (479-0452), or look on the district website 

jobs page. 

SAVE THE DATE  

ELIZABETH RIVER 

DISTRICT  

ANNUAL BOARD of  

MISSION DINNER  

Sun,  March 1 st ~  5 pm 

Centenary  UMC,  

Portsmouth  

mailto:StaffParishChair@baylakeumc.org
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
mailto:cumc@cumcvb.org
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
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www.elizabethrivermen.or

ELIZABETH RIVER DISTICT  W i n t e r  B a n q u e t   

  Ministry Team  Installation  &  Life Member Recognition  

Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at 6:00 PM 

New Creation - Aldersgate United Methodist Church 

4320 Bruce Road, Chesapeake, VA  23321 
 

Please jo in  us  for  a  del ic ious  I ta l ian dinner  & a specia l  evening of  music  

$16 per person or $28 per couple 

Dust and Ashes has a long history of music ministry. Their wide range of music 
includes songs based on personal experiences, scripture, and songs that tell stories 
to help us understand God's dreams for the world and God's will for our lives. Using 
guitars and keyboard, Dust and Ashes sing about the importance of a life of 
personal devotion to God as well as a life that is committed to helping bring justice 
and peace to the earth. 

Tom Page, an ordained United Methodist minister, began Dust and Ashes at Wesley Theological Seminary in 
Washington DC. Originally, Dust and Ashes were staff members of the United Methodist General Board of Discipleship 
and began their full-time national ministry there. The other half of the duo is Tom's wife, MaryLou Troutman, and 
together they continue in full-time ministry, taking their music to local churches, national church events, prisons, radio 
and television. We are honored to have them as part of our 2015 Winter Banquet! 

The Elizabeth River District Men’s Chorus  will also be singing that evening 
 

Tickets will be sold until January 6, 2015, and can be purchased from: 
David Collins 420-1958 djcoll@icloud.com Johnnie Draughon 366-0051 johnnie.draughon@cox.net  

Vicki Gibbs 434-6970 vcampsales5@aol.com  

As Life Members will be recognized at the event, please call or email with the names of your current and past Life Members. 
We hope to see you there at this very special event! 

 

 Snippets from the Elizabeth River District Conference Fourth Annual SessionElizabeth River District Conference Fourth Annual SessionElizabeth River District Conference Fourth Annual Session   

   held on Saturday, November 15th  

in St. Paul’s UMC in Chesapeake 

 

Dust and Ashes:  

A Christian Music Ministry 

1– D.S. stressing the urgency of saving lives... “Imagine No Malaria”...if we would 

just provide the mosquito nets. 

2-Brandon Robbins tells about the needs of the college faith community at IGNITE 

UMC on ODU campus. 

3-Norfolk UMC Gospel Choir ushered us into worship with “Something Happens” 

4-Ellen Clements, District Program Coord, getting folks connected with info on 

upcoming events. 

5-District Conference begins with the election of Leslie Sipe as recording secretary 

6-District Lay Leader, Gary Denette, offers a prayer during the time of worship. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 6 

mailto:djcoll@icloud.com
mailto:johnnie.draughon@cox.net
mailto:vcampsales5@aol.com
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District Training Day 

Saturday, January 17th   

8:30 am – 12:15 pm 

Community UMC (Va Beach) 
 

 

 
What’s in Store at the January 17th Leadership Training Day? 
Effective leadership begins with quality training. Please make it a 
priority for your leadership team to attend; that includes your key 
leaders—lay leader, treasurer, staff parish, finance, mission, church 
council, education, children, youth, adult ministry, nurture and 
witness chairs—as well as any others who have a heart for 
empowering disciples of Jesus Christ in the 21st century.  

 

COURSE OFFERINGS 
1-RETHINK CHURCH – Linda Rhodes, Conference Director of Communications.  
This training helps local churches rethink what it means to be the church in the world today. In a nation that’s becoming more 

unchurched all the time, we need to understand how to reach out to unchurched seekers in our communities, especially younger 
adults. How can we see our church the way “outsiders” see it? This workshop helps us look through the eyes of a young seeker to 
identify the physical and emotional barriers that visitors to our churches often face. Workshop includes segments on welcoming, 
inviting, making disciples and dealing with change in your congregation. It also includes information about resources, free 
advertising materials and funding available to local churches. Session C. Recommended for Pastors, evangelism/witness 
committee chairs and Anyone involved in church communications. 

 
2-VISIONING AND GOAL SETTING – Marc Brown, Conference Director of Connectional Ministries.  
The Book of Discipline states the mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This 

workshop is designed to help. Session A only. Recommended for Pastors, church council members, mission and outreach 
committee members, lay leaders and others ]nterested in planning in their local church. 

 
3-TURN AROUND CHURCHES – Marc Brown, Conference Director of Connectional Ministries.  
How do churches turn around to growth from decline or plateau? This workshop focuses from questions of survival to questions of 

purpose and mission. Session B only.  Recommended for Pastors, church council members, evangelism/witness committee 
members and others who are open to the possibilities of where God is leading the local church. 

 
4-S/PPRC TRAINING – Rev. Wayne Snead, District Superintendent, Elizabeth River District.  
This workshop includes an overview of the responsibilities of the Staff/Pastor Parish Committee, characteristics of effective S/PPRC’s. 

The role of the S/PPRC with the Sr. Pastor and other staff, a model for discussion prior to completing the “appointment preference 
form”, information about the Virginia Conference Annual Evaluation of clergy and staff by the S/PPRC. Session C Recommended 
for FIRST TIME S/PPRC chairs, S/PPRC committee members, and clergy (This is the same workshop that the D.S. offered on 
November 8 at District Office.) 

 
5-FINANCE – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW AND DIDN’T KNOW WHO TO ASK – Mary Stroh, District Treasurer, Board of Virginia United 

Methodist Pensions, &  former member of General Council on Finance & Administration for the UMC.  
This workshop will cover the functions and responsibilities of the local church Committee on Finance, along with training geared for 

the church treasurer. Some hands on training for the treasurers on filing the pastor’s W-2 will be provided as well as an overview 
of the annual responsibilities of the Finance Committee.  Session C  Recommended for Pastors, church treasurers, finance chairs 
and committee members. 

 
6-HERE COME THE BOOMERS…AGAIN! A NEW MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY – Martha Stokes, Virginia United Methodist Homes. In 1950, 

mainline churches began to grow…because of us. Our generation and our parents were the ones churches wanted to reach. And 
churches grew. But we’re not in the 1950s anymore. The largest demographic group in North America is entering our most 
significant life stage with the harsh reality (or great potential) for churches that approximately 50 million adult Americans in this 
generation are unchurched and have yet to be reached with the gospel of Christ. Session A only. Recommended for Pastors, 
evangelism/witness committee members, church council members and other boomers with a call to go out and make disciples. 

 
7-LEADERSHIP ESSENTIALS: BEST PRACTICES OF CHURCH LEADERSHIP – Martha Stokes, Virginia United Methodist Homes.  
Christian leadership requires entering into a partnership with God. We become God’s agents in the world, guiding and directing the 

people of God as we work together to complete the mission Christ gave the church: to make disciples. This workshop, geared 
toward those in lay leadership roles, will focus on leading spiritually, leading people, leading meetings, and leading change. 
Session B only [10:45am--12:15pm] Recommended for lay leaders and anyone in lay leadership. 

Community U M C (Va Beach) 

1072 Old Kempsville Road, Va Beach 23464 
Telephone number: (757) 495-1021. From 
Route 264, take exit 286B, Indian River Road 
East. Merge onto Indian River Road. Turn left 
onto Kempsville Road and right onto Old 
Kempsville Road. The church will be on your 
right. Parking is available across from the 
church, in the field and behind the church. 

SCHEDULE 

*8:30–9:00 am Check-In & Light Refreshments  

*9:00–10:30 Workshops [Session A] 

10:30–10:45 Break with Light Refreshments 

10:45–12:15 Workshops [Session B] 

*Session C= Workshop 9:00-12:15] 
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8-THE ROLE OF THE TRUSTEES – Luke McCoy, Member of Trustees at New Creation/Aldersgate, Former District Trustees Chair. 
This workshop includes an overview of the responsibilities of the Board of Trustees in the local church. In this position, you will 

supervise and maintain all property belonging to your congregation so that the ministries of the congregation can be effective. 
Trustees have several legal and administrative functions. Much of the work of the trustees is governed by specific requirements of 
The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church. You will work closely with the church council to respond to God’s call.  
Session A only. Recommended for the chairperson and members of the Board of Trustees. 

 

9-YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY WORKSHOPS: TRANSFORMATIONAL APPROACHES TO MINISTRY WITH YOUNG PEOPLE – 
Derrick Parson, Conference Director of Ministries with Young People.  

Over the last few decades as the church has struggled to understand and implement vital ministries with young people, congregations 
have often made the mistake of treating the symptoms rather than curing the disease. We have looked for the quick fix of easy, 
attractive, and entertaining ways to reach young people without being willing to ask the tough questions that lead us to recognize 
the systemic issues that have become the root of the problem. Over time, it has become obvious that the quick fixes are not 
working. This workshop will explore the fundamental and foundational changes that need to take in order to ensure fruitfulness and 
transform our ministries with young people. Session A only. Recommended for young adult ministry leaders, pastors, & 
evangelism/witness committee members. 

 

10-MISSING IN ACTION: IMPROVING OUR MINISTRIES TO YOUNG ADULTS – Derrick Parson, Conference Director of Ministries with 
 Young People.It probably comes as no surprise to you that young adults experience difficulties during this stage of their life as they 

face new responsibilities, decision making, relationship changes, career uncertainty, and self-discovery. Why then, is a group that is 
so desperate for guidance overwhelmingly absent from our local churches? Young adults are in a critical period of life, and the 
Church needs to respond and help young adults to find their place as disciples of Jesus Christ in the world. This workshop will 
discuss postmodern ministry and how to ensure that your church is communicating to young adults that they matter, making the 
Gospel relevant to their lives and culture, and creating ministries that address the varied and changing realities of young 
adults.  Session B only. Recommended for youth directors, young adult ministry leaders, pastors, and evangelism/witness 
committee members. 

 

11-WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? – 6 WAYS TO REACH THEM! – Mark Ogren, Conference Director of Congregational Excellence.  
This workshop will be a hands on demonstration of the Virginia Conference demographic resource – MissionInsite: based on the 2010 

Census, information about and 5 year predictions for such items as: population, households, families, ages, income, ethnicity and 
mosaic lifestyle portraits can be obtained. 6 ways to Reach Your Neighbor  comes from ministry applications written by Thomas G. 
Bandy under a category called Mission Impact. The six categories are leadership, hospitality, worship, education, small groups and 
outreach. Session A or Session B  Recommended for leadership involved in church council, witness/outreach committees, pastors 
and other lay leadership. 

 

12-STEWARDSHIP: NURTURING A GENEROUS SPIRIT IN BUILDING VITAL CONGREGATIONS! – Stephen Clark, President of the Virginia  
United Methodist Foundation. Shifting the focus on finances in the local church requires a deliberate effort and creates a new 

synergy. The strategic goal is to engage the church members in mission and ministry with renewed generosity. Vision opens the 
door; planning equips the donor! Session A or Session B. Recommended for Finance committee members, Stewardship committee 
members, church council chairs, pastors & other lay leadership. 

 

13-SMALL GROUPS  - The Method of the Methodists – Greg West, Chaplain at Virginia Wesleyan College. 
 For the first 100 years of the Methodist movement the weekly “class meeting” was required for all Methodists!  These groups were the 

front lines of both evangelism and discipleship.   This workshop is designed to educate and empower those considering the idea of 
bringing small groups into the church dynamics as well as to offer ideas for growth to those churches that already have small 
groups. Session C. Recommended for pastors, small group leaders and others involved in Christian Education. 

 

14-DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING FOR MEN – Johnnie Draughon, Conference Coordinator of Lay Servant Ministries and Men’s Ministry  
Specialist. This workshop is based on the book, No Man Left Behind, by Patrick Morley, David Delk and Brett Clemmer. Drawing upon 

thirty years of research and work with more than 2,500 churches, the authors offer a proven strategy that will help you disciple 
every man in your church. The workshop is designed to help churches develop effective outreach ministries to men and to examine 
intentional discipleship opportunities. Session A only. Recommended for pastors, men’s small group leaders and others involved in 
men’s ministry. 

 

15-INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP – Johnnie Draughon, Conference Coordinator of Lay Servant Ministries and Men’s Ministry 
Specialist. This workshop examines the intentional discipleship model presented in the book, No Man Left Behind, by Patrick 
Morley, David Delk and Brett Clemmer. The model, based on thirty years of research and work with more than 2,500 churches, is a 
proven strategy that can be applied to all ministries within the church. Research tells us that churches with an intentional plan are 
growing churches, and that only 5% of our churches have a plan.  This course should not be taken if you are taking the Discipleship 
Training for Men – it is based on the same model of discipleship. Session B only. Recommended for pastors, ministry and small 
group leaders and others involved in outreach ministry. 

 

16-MISSIONS PANEL – Ellen Cummings, Missionary to South Sudan and Stephen Wall-Smith, Pastor of Park Place UMC. Learn about 
local and global mission experiences by people directly involved in mission ministry. Ellen has made several trips to Africa, 
participating in slave liberations with Christian Solidarity International, working with children in orphanages, and supporting 
hospitals and schools in Rumbek. Park Place UMC is located in the heart of the city of Norfolk, opening its doors to a wide variety of 
ministries. Come hear first-hand accounts from Rev. Wall-Smith of lives being changed . There’ll be opportunity to ask questions & 
share other mission experiences of the participants, helping to connect with one another across the district and possibly to become 
partners in ministry. Session A only. Recommended for pastors, mission and outreach committee members, and anyone who has a 

heart for mission.                               (REGISTRATION FORM  ON NEXT PAGE)(REGISTRATION FORM  ON NEXT PAGE) 
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D I S T R I C T   T R A I N I N G   R E G I S T R A T I O ND I S T R I C T   T R A I N I N G   R E G I S T R A T I O ND I S T R I C T   T R A I N I N G   R E G I S T R A T I O N   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name_____________________________________________ Phone _______________________ 

Address:________________________________________ City __________________Zip_______ 

E-mail ______________________________________Church _____________________________ 

SESSION (A): 1st Choice: _____________________________ Alt. Choice ___________________ 

SESSION (B): 1st Choice: _____________________________ Alt. Choice ___________________ 

OR—> SESSION (C) Choice: ____________________________ Alt. Choice ___________________ 

 

 

 

Send completed registration form no later than January 5, 2015  
 

either: by mail to Elizabeth River District, P.O. Box 12654, Norfolk, VA 23541-0654,  
  by fax to (757) 473-1790, or by e-mail to eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org.  

 
While this is a free event, you need to register so that ample materials are available for you.  

Questions? Call the District Office at (757) 473-1592. 

      

  

SESSION (B) SESSION (B) SESSION (B) Choose ONEChoose ONEChoose ONE   10:4510:4510:45---12:1512:1512:15   

   

      ___INTENTIONAL DISCPLESHIP___INTENTIONAL DISCPLESHIP___INTENTIONAL DISCPLESHIP   

      ___LEADERSHIP ESSENTIALS___LEADERSHIP ESSENTIALS___LEADERSHIP ESSENTIALS   

___MISSING IN ACTION___MISSING IN ACTION___MISSING IN ACTION   

___STEWARDSHIP___STEWARDSHIP___STEWARDSHIP   

___TURN AROUND CHURCHES___TURN AROUND CHURCHES___TURN AROUND CHURCHES   

___WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR___WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR___WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

SESSION (A) SESSION (A) SESSION (A) Choose ONEChoose ONEChoose ONE   9a9a9a---10:30a10:30a10:30a   

   

___DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING FOR MEN___DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING FOR MEN___DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING FOR MEN   

___HERE COME THE BOOMERS___HERE COME THE BOOMERS___HERE COME THE BOOMERS   

___MISSIONS PANEL___MISSIONS PANEL___MISSIONS PANEL   

___ROLE OF THE TRUSTEES___ROLE OF THE TRUSTEES___ROLE OF THE TRUSTEES   

___STEWARDSHIP___STEWARDSHIP___STEWARDSHIP   

___VISIONING AND GOAL SETTING___VISIONING AND GOAL SETTING___VISIONING AND GOAL SETTING   

___WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR___WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR___WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR   

SESSION (C) 9aSESSION (C) 9aSESSION (C) 9a–––12:15p 12:15p 12:15p    

   

___FINANCE___FINANCE___FINANCE---What You Need to Know…What You Need to Know…What You Need to Know…   

___RETHINK CHURCH___RETHINK CHURCH___RETHINK CHURCH   

___SMALL GROUPS___SMALL GROUPS___SMALL GROUPS   

___S/PPRC TRAINING___S/PPRC TRAINING___S/PPRC TRAINING   

OROR  

NEED CHILDCARE FOR THIS MANY CHILDREN: _____  AGE(S): ______ 

mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
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VA FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM - DEC. 11 

The Department of Veterans Affairs Family Support Program Chaplain 

Service will offer a NO COST TRAINING for CLERGY and CHURCH 

LEADERS: "Alcohol, Drugs, & Moral Injury a Clinical & Spiritual 

Response" on THURS., DEC. 11 from 8:30 AM - 2 PM at Mt. Gilead 

Missionary Baptist Church (1057 Kennedy St, Norfolk, VA 23513). The 

program is FREE and includes both lunch and resource 

materials.  Please RSVP by DEC. 4 to: 757-722-9961 X3991.   

 

 

GI    ING THANKS – Tuesday, December 2 
 

What is GivingTuesday? It’s a day for giving thanks. We have 

two days for getting great shopping deals, Black Friday and 

Cyber Monday. Now there’s GivingTuesday; a global day 

dedicated to giving back. A day when charities, families, and 

businesses around the world come together for one common 

purpose: to celebrate generosity and to give.  

 

UMC GivingTuesday 

UMCmarket is excited to support UMC #GivingTuesday. Together we are making a difference in the 

Kingdom of God. 

On December 2, you can extend the spirit of giving thanks during the Advent season by participating in 

UMC #GivingTuesday. Every gift made online through The Advance at www.umcmission.org/give on Dec. 2 

will be matched up to $1 million by Global Ministries. 

The General Board of Global Ministries will allocate the matching funds dollar for dollar up to the first $1 

million in gifts to Advance projects received online on December 2nd between 12 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. EST. 

A maximum of $2,500 per individual gift to a project will be dispersed as matching funds. A project may 

receive a maximum of $25,000 in matching funds. 

Last year on UMC #GivingTuesday, United Methodists collectively raised a record $6.5 million online 

through The Advance. Nearly 11,000 individuals and churches in 

34 countries gave more than 16,300 gifts to mission and ministries 

they believe in. As a sign of commitment and extravagant 

generosity it maximizes the impact of thousands of United 

Methodists coming together on one day to transform the world. 

UMC #GivingTuesday is part of an international movement to 

extend the spirit of giving thanks this Advent season. It offers an 

opportunity to start the holiday season by giving and supporting 

organizations that are transforming the world. 
 

http://www.umcmission.org/give
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Purpose of United Methodist Women:  
 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of 

women whose purpose is to know God and experience freedom as whole 

persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship; and to 

expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the 

church.  

 

My term as President of the Elizabeth River United Methodist Women is coming to its end.  There are not enough 

words to express what an honor and joy it has been to serve: first, our Lord Jesus Christ, and secondly, the ERD 

United Methodist Women during the time of new beginnings.  We have crossed the bridges, gone through the 

tunnels, and traveled new and unknown roads as we became one supportive community going forth carrying out our 

Purpose.  Now the time has come for me to turn over the Gavel of Leadership to Joann McClung. Joann is an active 

member and church Secretary of Wesley Memorial UMC in Norfolk. She has served Conference Women in the offices 

of MN&O (4) years and Communication (4) years.  She served the former Norfolk District Women as 

Communication twice for a total of 8 years.  Joann is very active in her home church as well as service on both 

Conference and District levels of the church. Joann is will equipped to answer the call of service and leadership of the 

Elizabeth River District United 

Methodist Women.  

 

Shalom, 

Carolyn Patterson 

District Prayer Breakfast, Saturday, Dec. 6
th
 9:00 a.m.  

Advent Service following, 9:45 a.m. 

Cost for Breakfast $4.  Haygood UMC (4769 Haygood Road Va. Beach) 

Reservation for breakfast due by noon, Dec. 1.  Call 499-1269. 

Ministry with the Poor: 

Featuring Shane Claiborne  

Saturday, February 21, 2015 | 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM* 

*Please plan to arrive by 8:30 AM  

for registration;  

the event will begin promptly at 9. 

 

 Join us February 21 for our Ministry with the Poor event 

featuring Shane Claiborne, author and visionary leader of The Simple 

Way, a faith community in inner city Philadelphia that has helped birth 

and connect radical faith communities around the world. For more 

i n fo rmat ion about  Shane  C la iborne ,  p lea se  v i s i t 

www.redletterchristians.org/shane. 

 The Ministry with the Poor event costs $25/person and lunch 

is provided. We encourage you to bring a team from your church so 

that together you can experience the event and can take that 

i n fo r m a t i on  an d  i d e a s  b a c k  t o  y ou r  c hu r c h .   

Group Discounts: For this event we are offering an incredible discount. 

If your church registers four attendees, you may register a fifth attendee 

for FREE. So, you can bring a team of five and will only be charged the 

price of four ($100). This offer is only good at the time of registration—

all 5 attendees must be registered together at one time. The event for 

our district is: 

♦ Grace Harbor UMC  3328A Western Branch Blvd, Chesapeake  

Wanted: Fully Alive! 
Meal Service Teams 

To prepare, serve, and clean up after the 

Community Supper Program  
at 

Park Place 
United Methodist 

Church 

Several Monday or Thursday evenings 
available 

 

Orientation and training provided 
Team size: 8-10 people 

Meals for 100-150 
 

Please call Jennifer Ardita  
or John Schroeder at  

757-622-3363 
 

Also seeking donations of paper goods: 
plates in all sizes, flatware, napkins, table 

cloths; large trash bags; coffee, sugar, 

coffee creamer. 
 

Be blessed. Be a blessing! 

http://www.redletterchristians.org/shane
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meeting at Oak Grove  

this year! 

Second Monday each month 

7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

See you there! 
 

(427 N Battlefield Blvd,  

Chesapeake) 

Contact person: 

Betsy Parsons, (757) 537-7297 

elizabethriverdyc@gmail.com 

ELIZABETH RIVER  

       DISTRICT  

 
Children and youth ages 7-15 are 

invited to join us for lots of Christmas 

themed activities (inside and out, 

weather permitting), your favorite 

counselors and great friends that you 

haven't seen since summer, and a 

chance to learn more about the sea-

son of Advent. If you have questions 

please call Krissy Lull at 
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TTTHE HE HE 7 7 7 HHHABITS OF ABITS OF ABITS OF HHHIGHLY IGHLY IGHLY EEEFFECTIVE FFECTIVE FFECTIVE PPPEOPLEEOPLEEOPLE®®®   

On January 27, 28, 29, 2014, Nimmo United Methodist 

Church in Virginia Beach, Virginia, will offer the three-day 

course based on the book by Stephen R. Covey, The 7 

Habits of Highly Effective People. The course is open to 

members and non-members alike.  

In the book, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People®, Stephen 

R. Covey presents a holistic, integrated, principle-centered 

approach for solving personal and professional problems.  With 

penetrating insights and pointed anecdotes, he reveals a step-by-

step pathway for living with fairness, integrity, service and 

human dignity. Come learn these universal principles in his three

-day (24 hour) workshop designed to teach the content of his 

book. Covey’s purpose for writing is to invite readers to 

examine their faith and lives from a fresh perspective and 

consequently deepen their commitment to the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. The cost of the workshop is $250 for each participant 

and includes a participant manual, 360-degree assessment, and 

lunch and snacks for the three days. The purpose of the class is 

to empower each person to be more effective at creating and 

being the person God wants them to be.  

Full participation in the three-day 

schedule of 8 AM till 5 PM will 

result in earning 2.2 continuing 

education units.  

Clark Dennis Cundiff, who is serving 

in his fourteenth year as a pastor 

with the United Methodist Church 

and who has a Masters in Human 

Resource Development and 

a Masters in Divinity and 

has facilitated this class 

over 30 times since 1994, 

will teach the class. 

Please contact Clark Cundiff  

pastor@Nimmochurch.org or  

Dolly Weaver at the church office  

(757) 427-1765 

if you are interested in attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hosted by  

Fairmount Park UMC  

on Saturday,  

December 13th 

 10 AM to 4 PM. 

 

The event will include homemade 

crafts and baked goods for sale, free 

crafts for the kids, and fun for the 

whole family.  

Limited spaces are available for vendors 

to use. Spaces will be free and vendors 

may make a love offering to the church.  

If you have any questions or would like 

space please contact Fred James at 757-

708-2642.   

Saint Luke’s UMW Annual 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW 

Saturday Dec 6, 2014,  

9 am – 2 pm 

3396 Stoneshore & Holland Road, Virginia Beach 

Free admission! 

 

Hot Dogs, Chips, Nachos & Drinks 

will also be sold to fund missions of the church 

Spaces $15; 6 foot table rental $5; electric $5 

 For a space, please call 757-498-1902 or email 

stlukes.vb.umw@gmail.com or find the form in the 

 

 

on our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/StLukesUnited Methodist Church 

mailto:pastor@Nimmochurch.org
mailto:stlukes.vb.umw@gmail.com
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T-SHIRTS FOR SALE 

AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE 

IN THE FOLLOWING SIZ-

ES: 

S,M,L,XL,2X 

child sizes by request 

Friday, December 12th @ 6:30 p.m. 
Centenary United Methodist Church 

3312 Cedar Lane, Portsmouth, VA 
Concessions for Sale 

 

 

 

 

Special Guest 

McBride-Smith 

“that amazing voice reminded 

me of a lot of people I’d heard  

before as she spun her tales – 

a fire and brimstone 

preacher, for instance, a 

carnival barker, a used car 

salesman, Butterfly McQueen, 

Betty Boop, for starts – she 

held me and the rest of the 

audience entranced and 

enchanted throughout her 

performance.” 

~ Bar Harbor Times 
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DISTRICT CALENDAR 

Office Location:  815 Baker Rd. Suite 301, Virginia Beach 

Phone:  757.473.1592   Fax:  757.473.1790 

Email:  ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org    

District Website:  ElizabethRiverDistrict.org 

Conference Website:  vaumc.org  

In the Virginia Conference  

United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 12654 

Norfolk, VA  23541-0654 

 

To receive the Channel Marker by email, 

Send your request to  

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

Newsletter Articles Deadline  

is the 15th of every month  

All articles should be submitted  

BY EMAIL  

to address below. 

 
Job Announcements should be 60-words or less. 

 

Events 100-words or less or 1/4 page flyer-format 
 

District Officers try to limit to a half-page 

VA Conference Bishop ................... Young Jin Cho 

District Superintendent  ............. M. Wayne Snead 

District Office Manager ......... Deborah L. Hanson 

District Finance Secretary  .......  Tammy A. Waters 

District Program Coordinator .... Ellen J. Clements 

District Treasurer  ..........................  Mary R. Stroh 

District Lay Leader ..................... Gary G. Denette 

District Webmaster ......... Dee Guagliardo Sullivan 

  1  Clergy Lunch, BRAVOS ,11:30 

  2 GivingTuesday (see pg 7) 

     Clergy Lunch, ABUELOS, 11:30  

  6 UMW Prayer Breakfast-Advent Service, Haygood, 9am 

  8 Clergy Lunch, JONES’ (5811 W Norfolk Rd, Portsm)12Noon 

  District Youth meeting, Oak Grove, 7pm 

  9 Clergy Lunch, LOGANS 12:00  

15  Clergy Lunch, BRAVOS, 11:30 

16  Clergy Lunch, ABUELOS, 11:30  

22  Clergy Lunch (Portsmouth group) 

23  Clergy Lunch  (Norfolk group) 

 2  District Office Reopens  after the holiday  

 5  Clergy Lunch, BRAVOS, 11:30 

 6  Clergy Lunch, ABUELOS, 11:30 

          9  PREFERENCE FORMS DUE 

12 Clergy Lunch (Portsm Group) 26 Clergy Lunch (Portsmouth Group)   

13 Clergy Lunch  (Norfolk) 27 Clergy Lunch  (Norfolk) 

13-15 Minister’s Convocation (Blackstone) 

17 District Training Day, at Community UMC-VB, 8:30am -12:15pm 

20 UMM Winter Banquet New Creation-Aldersgate, 6pm 

22 DCOM, district office, 9am-Noon 

27 Hermitage Guild, Presentations, Lydia Roper Home, 11am 

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

 

24-31  Office Closed 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95097502

