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Dinner & Program  

Wesley Memorial UMC 

February 9, 2014 

More info on page  4  

VBS Preview Dates: 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 6:30 pm 

or 

Wednesday, Feb. 5, 10:30 am 

Come and see highlights 

of two popular 

VBS Programs 

at the 

District Office 

See page  5    

Bishop’s Convocation 

on Prayer 

Saturday, March 29  

9:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Trinity UMC  

903 Forest Ave. 

Richmond, VA 23229 

$10 per person (includes lunch) 
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Hasn’t this been a “crazy” year so far, where the weather is concerned? Warm summer-like 

days, then blistery cold days, more seasonal! One thing I know is that Advent and Christmas 

are behind us.  We’ve honored Epiphany, and Lent doesn’t begin until March. So, what is the 

next special day on the calendar that we think of – remember, when we pick out just the 

“right” card for that important person in our lives? Ah, I know! It must be St. Valentine’s Day! 

There were many Christians named Valentine.  But the Valentine that most experts believe is 

the actual one remembered on St. Valentine’s Day was a Roman who was martyred for refusing to give up 

Christianity. Each year we spend a small fortune on cards, flowers, chocolates and other gifts for Valentine’s Day. 

Traditionally these were sent anonymously, but nowadays we usually make it clear who is sending each 

“Valentine”. 

The 13
th
 chapter of 1 Corinthians talks about a special, the very best, gift that we all have received from 

God.  That is, the gift of LOVE!  The Apostle Paul writes about faith, hope and love – and, in his words, “the 

greatest of these is love.” According to Paul, love is patient and kind – it is never jealous, irritable or rude.  Love 

never gives up, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.  Also, love will last forever.  What a 

beautiful thought!  As we share our lives with all those with whom we come into contact with each day, and all 

those who strive each day to serve and love us – let us never forget that we must love others as God loves us.   

I pray that, through love, we will learn patience, kindness, understanding, and to always reach out to those 

who need it the most.  Christ said that to be served, we must first serve.  I also believe that to be loved, we must 

first love.  The love that we give will come back to us ten-fold. 

So, as we celebrate Valentine’s Day this month, remember to share the gift of love.  You will be blessed for 

having done so! 

May God continue his blessing on you! 

Shalom, 

Keith <>< 

keith.willyard@cox.net 

 

I would be remiss if I didn’t introduce you to Mr. Gary 

Denette.  Gary was elected, at our District Conference in 

November, as our Associate District Lay Leader!  I look forward 

to working with Gary during this year, as he begins his ministry in 

our district.  Gary is a Certified Lay Servant and past Lay Leader 

from Centenary UMC in Portsmouth. Gary’s email address is 

garysmiles@ymail.com.  Welcome, Gary! 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR DISTRICT LAY LEADER 
 

keith.willyard@cox.net   

(757) 479-0232 

 

NEW ASSOCIATE DISTRICT LAY LEADER 

mailto:garysmiles@ymail.com
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        A very vivid story in the Old Testament is the story of God leading the prophet Ezekiel 

through a valley of dry bones. Then God asks him, “Can these bones live?” The situation must 

have looked hopeless to Ezekiel, but he tells God, “You alone know.” Then God commands 

him to prophesy to the bones, and when he does, a miracle takes place. The bones come 

together and from the four winds God blows life back into the bones.  And they stand and 

become a force for God. 

         This is still a powerful image for today. It is a reminder of God’s power to restore.  I invite all of us to look 

around and ask where the fresh wind of God’s Spirit is breathing new life into dry, brittle bones.  Where is God 

being allowed to bring fresh breezes of change into the life of God’s people? There are churches that make the 

decision to circle the wagons, hang on to revered traditions, focus only on the contentment of members, and 

ignore the world around them. These are like the dry bones in Ezekiel’s story. These are bones that are lying dry, 

useless, and forgotten. There are many churches like these dry bones. These are churches whose fellowship is more 

important than hospitality. These are churches that have worship as an event only on Sunday rather than worship 

as a week long lifestyle. These are churches who are interested only in members rather than developing disciples. 

These are churches who say, “Serve us” rather than be in service to others. These are churches that are in survival 

mentality rather than generosity. 

         God is deeply interested in putting life back into the bones of churches. We need churches that have the will 

to move into more vital ministry. These churches might have to let go of some things that are dear and take on 

new ideas and new ways of doing things. Bishop Robert Schnase writes that the church is a school for love: "A 

place where people learn from one another how to love.” The church is the place where that love then goes out 

to those in our spheres of work, friendship, and the community. The church is all about building relationships. The 

church is all about being a blessing to others we do not know. 

         I hope for each of us and for our churches that 2014 will be a wonderful and fruitful year. I pray that 2014 

will be a year that our churches take a deeper look at what it means to be the church in the area of serving the  

world around us.  I invite us 

to look at our lives and our 

churches and if there are any 

dry bones found there in 

worship, in mission, in 

hospitality, and service that 

we allow God to bring these 

bones back to life.             

         May God bless each of 

our new year of 2014. Let it  

truly be a year of miraculous 

new life and new growth. 

 Love,  

  Brad  

           

 

Bishop’s Convocation on Prayer 

Saturday, March 29, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Trinity UMC, 903 Forest Avenue, Richmond, VA 23229 

$10 per person (includes lunch) 

The Rev. Tom Albin, Dean of the Upper Room Ministries and Ecumenical 
Relations, will be the plenary speaker. There will also be small group learning opportunities in 

the areas of prayer and Wesleyan spiritual disciplines. 

Laity and clergy are invited to attend. Register online at www.vaumc.org. Click on Conference 
Calendar, go to March 29 and click on Bishop’s Convocation on prayer. There will be a link to 

register. You will be asked to choose one workshop from the following: 

Sharing and resourcing of Virginia Conference prayer covenant congregations 

Upper Room Resources and Ministries 

Centering Prayer 

Contemplative Prayer – Attending to God in silence and using silence 

Contemplative Prayer in Worship 

Body Prayer 

Art Journaling 

Journaling for the Whole Congregation 

Wesleyan Spiritual Disciplines – Means of Grace and Acts of Mercy 

How to Pray with Children and Youth 

From our From our From our DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTDISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTDISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT   

http://www.vaumc.org
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During the holidays I caught one of the morning shows where a guest was suggesting that 

people choose a word for the year. I thought it sounded like an interesting idea. My 

word is “remember.” It is such a rich word with multiple meanings: to recall something 

forgotten; to keep something in memory; to keep somebody in mind; to give someone a 

gift; send a greeting; or to commemorate someone or something. In particular I hope to 

remember more stories so that I can share them with others. More importantly though, I 

want to remember that God always remembers his children, that he is ever present and 

that his love will carry us through anything and everything. As an extension of God’s 

love, I want to remember people in my life whom I can encourage through a word, a phone call, a hug, or a 

visit. Maybe there is a word that comes to your mind that would give direction to your life this year. 

Continuing the theme of remembering, I have chosen to focus on the psalms in my small group this winter. I 

have ordered a copy of The Case for the Psalms, Why They Are Essential, by N.T. Wright plus a devotional 

called My Strength and My Song, A Year with the Psalms, by Simon Peter Iredale. For Lent we will also look at 

a new study on prayer by Rueben P. Job entitled Listen, Praying in a Noisy World. 

If you are looking for ideas for Lent and Easter, we have some resources in the district office for you to consid-

er. Journey 101: Knowing, Loving, Serving God, by Carol Cartmill, and Jeff & Michelle Kirby is a church pro-

gram kit that outlines “Steps to the Life God Intends.” It contains three separate, interactive six-week studies 

featuring video (DVD) instruction with small group discussion. We have two DVD studies by Adam Hamilton  

that would lend themselves to reflection during  

Lent, Forgiveness, Finding Peace Through Letting 

Go and When Christians Get It Wrong. There is one 

copy of the book Easter from the Back Side, by J. 

Ellsworth Kalas in which the author connects 

Christ’s resurrection with other stories and scriptures 

throughout the Bible. For children’s ministry, Delia 

Halverson gives ideas for Lenten and Easter activi-

ties in her book Children’s Activities for the Chris-

tian Year. Bake pretzels as a symbol to remind chil-

dren about prayer. There is a simple recipe included 

in the book. There is a reproducible finger laby-

rinth, a Lenten pledge, and a Lenten calendar that 

could supplement any Sunday school curriculum. To 

see a complete list of district resources, go to the 

district website, www.elizabethriverdistrict.org/.  

 

We have several great events happening around the 

district this winter. Please see information about a 

VBS Preview, the District Mission Dinner, Camp 

GOTCHA planning meeting, The UMW Festival of 

Rice, the School of Children’s Ministry, VWC semi-

nar, the 5 Talent Academy, Bishop’s Convocation 

on Prayer and more in this newsletter. 

“Remember your word to your servant, for you 

have given me hope.” Psalm 119:49  

Happy New Year! 

Shalom, Ellen 

eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org 

 

 

 

 

Annual District Board of Mission 

Dinner & Program [Tickets $12.00] 

February 9, 2014 ~ 5:00 p.m. 

Host Church:  Wesley Memorial UMC 

288 E. Little Creek Road, Norfolk, VA 23505 

Guest Speakers:  Rev. Joe Torrence 

& Angie Williams 

Brief Presentations from: Wesley Memorial,  

St. Paul’s; and updates from: The Gathering & Sudan         

You must register through your church.  

Childcare provided upon request. 

Deadline to register is February 3rd. 

DISTRICT  PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

http://www.elizabethriverdistrict.org/
mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
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VVBBSS Preview Dates: 

Tuesday, Feb. 4, 6:30 pm or Wednesday, Feb. 5, 10:30 am 

Come and see highlights of two popular VBS Programs at the DISTRICT OFFICE  

815 Baker Rd., Virginia Beach (inside Heritage UMC around the far side of the building) 
 

 Cokesbury 

        Workshop of Wonders (WOW) 

Discover how the ordinary becomes extraordinary with God! Meet people 

from the Bible including Esther, Ezra, and a young boy, who used what they 

had to produce something amazing with God. 

  Group   

 Weird Animals 

This VBS connects with children when they feel different by introducing 

them to wonderful animals around the world. When “weird” means special, 

unique, and one-of-a-kind, kids are reminded of Jesus’ special love for them 

– even when they feel different. 
 

TO REGISTER, contact Ellen at eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org 

Camp GOTCHA 2014: July 28 – August 1 

The Planning Team will meet on Feb. 20, 5:30 pm at 

First Presbyterian Church, 300 36
th
 Street, Virginia Beach. Come and join the team as we look at 

Tweens Being Green in 2014. Camp GOTCHA is for rising 3
rd
 through 6

th
 graders. Bible stories, 

mission ideas, craft projects, science experiments and camping skills that are all related to caring 

for the earth and recycling are on the agenda. Publicity and transportation will also be explored. 

Contact Ellen, eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org if you have questions. 

AFTER BOTH WORKSHOPS a drawing will be held to  

GIVE AWAY KITS to 2 workshop participants. 

mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
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Princess Anne Plaza 

UMC 

is in need of gently-used 

clothing & coats. 

Please call Larry at the 

church office,  

340-5775. 

Or drop them off  

Tuesday,  

Wednesday,  

Thursday, or 

Sunday. 

 

(208 South Plaza Trail,  

Virginia  Beach) 

Sunday, February 16, 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

   Wesley Memorial UMC, 288 E. Little Creek Road, Norfolk 

   Program: Festival of Rice, Libby Hinton speaker 

Friday, March 14, 10:30 am Meeting followed by a luncheon ($4) 

St. Andrew’s UMC, 5615 Portsmouth Blvd, Ports. 

  Program: Call to Prayer and Self-denial 

 

United 

Methodist  

Women 

FAITH + HOPE + LOVE IN  ACT ION  



Elizabeth River Channel Marker                                     7                                                        FEBRUARY   2014 

 

ELIZABETH RIVER DISTICT 

www.elizabethrivermen.org 

The Fire is Lit, Rise Up! 

Wow!... if you were there, then you know why I’m saying 

that.  For those of you that chose to celebrate our year, 

honor our pastors and life members, and hear a great 

inspiring message from the Reverend Dr. Jen Wilson, then 

you and 170 others had a Wow! moment at our annual 

banquet Tuesday night, Jan. 14
th  

at Hickory UMC.   Our new 

leader,   Albert Weal,   challenged  us  to take on the new  

and exciting tasks we began last year ... Look for our new “Grilling for God”  ministry coming to your 

churches or sub-district this year. You can expect fun, adventure and the Holy Spirit to come 

along!  You can also expect the Virginia Conference UMM to spotlight the great things going on in 

men’s ministry that help to make churches vital, help to bring men and their families back to church, 

and build brothers and bridges. Things like service to Heart Havens, Disciple Bible Outreach (prison) 

Ministry and the fire of the Holy Spirit ignited by people like Jen Wilson whose church demonstrated 

that engaged men are one of the keys to making disciples and growing congregations.  I’m excited 

about our future. Bring that friend across the threshold of discipleship, join your brothers in fellowship 

and service, and experience first-hand the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.   

I  continue to be amazed by the work of the men of the Elizabeth River District and the love and 

brotherhood at places like Nimmo and Charity, Centenary and Aldersgate,  St Andrew’s and St. Paul’s,  

just to name a few.   I am 

blessed to have been invited to 

these and many other churches 

in our District and to see for 

myself what great things God is 

doing and the light you men are 

shining in a dark world.  Choose 

this path and you will be 

rewarded.  It will not be easy, 

but you won’t regret it. Rise up 

o’ men of God. Be done with 

lesser things! Let us continue the 

work God has started in the 

Elizabeth River District. 

In His Service,  

Andrew Kissell 

Outgoing Team Leader, UMM 

Top right : Pastors Frank Holley & Tom Mercer and Sheila Holley  Bottom right: Larry Burian, 

Harry Morris & Clyde Harrell   Top left : Hickory’s Youth —Amber Gayheart, Kaitlyn Van 

Holten, Alex Braendel & Cassie Savage  Bottom Left: Pastor Jen Wilson   
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February is Heart Havens Month    

Information packets were mailed to your church. If you would like to 

schedule a speaker or receive more information please contact the office 

at 1-877-442-8368. Please pray for all of our brothers and sisters with 

disabilities during this month. 

Dane Mills is on the Board of Directors for Heart Havens and is available to speak 

 during Heart Haven month. You may reach him at (757) 428-0550. 

 

Prayer for Hearts Havens 

God of Creation and God of Love: We thank you that you created us, male and female, and all 

in your image.  We give you thanks and praise that you sent Jesus Christ who demonstrated to us 

your unreserved love in His life and ministry.  Thank you for calling us to love our neighbors and 

to be in ministry with our brothers and sisters who have intellectual disabilities.  By your grace, 

Loving Lord, empower us to take part in ministry with our brothers and sisters who reside in our 

Heart Havens homes, through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our witness.  

Bless those who staff these homes and all who give of their heart, so that our brothers and sisters 

with intellectual disabilities may have a place they can call home.  We pray this in the name of 

the one who loved us all the way to the cross, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Young Jin Cho, Resident Bishop 

Virginia Conference, United Methodist Church 

 

Wesley Westminster Foundation at Norfolk State finds a 

new  Director of Campus Ministry 

The Wesley Westminster Foundation at Norfolk State University welcomes 

Rev. Dr. Joy Denise Carrington as the new Director of Campus Ministry.   

Rev. Carrington is the younger of two children born to the late James 

Carrington and Carolyn Manley Carrington of Chesapeake, Virginia. Rev. 

Carrington is a 1997 Honor Graduate of Oscar Smith High School in 

Chesapeake, Virginia. Joy holds an Associate of Arts degree in Religion and 

Philosophy, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from Virginia Union University.  She earned two 

degrees from Regent University; a Master of Arts in Human Services Counseling and a Master of Divinity in 

Practical Theology in 2004. Joy has an earned Doctorate of Ministry Degree from The Samuel DeWitt 

Proctor School of Theology at Virginia Union University in Richmond, Virginia.  

Rev. Carrington is an ordained Elder and has served churches as a youth pastor, an assistant pastor and senior 

pastor. Formerly, Rev. Carrington was employed by Saint Paul's College in Lawrenceville, Virginia as the 

College Counselor and an adjunct professor teaching courses in Religion. Rev. Carrington has traveled to 

India as a missionary on two occasions and most recently Joy was a Staff Chaplain at St. Francis Medical Center in 

Midlothian, Virginia.  

Joy was a Staff Chaplain at St. Francis Medical Center in Midlothian, Virginia. Joy is the proud aunt of 

AhMonie, Aliyana, Jayda, Jayde and James. Above all else, Joy loves her family and she loves preaching 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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Calling 21 is a Young Adult, Local Church Internship Program 
It is a partnership ministry among the Virginia Conference Center for Clergy 
Excellence, the Cabinet, and Shenandoah University.   

Are you:  
 wondering what you are supposed to do with your life? 

 desiring to use your gifts and skills to change the world? 

 interested in learning what Christian vocation is about? 

 willing to work hard this summer with awesome people? 

 someone who has completed at least a year of college? 

 able to leap tall  buildings in a single bound? 

 

then Calling 21 may be for you. 
more info http://www.calling21.org/2.html  

or by emailing Allie Rosner, pastorallie@verizon.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.calling21.org/#
mailto:pastorallie@verizon.net
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DISTRICT MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 

TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE, JUNE 20-22, 2014 

Anne Anglen (Norview) 

Betty Whitehurst (Charity) 

Bobbie Fulcher (Salem) 

Brenda Stahl (Virginia Beach) 

Clyde J. Harrell (Hickory) 

Dane Mills (Thalia) 

Darlene Amon (Monumental) 

Debbie Hanson (St. Paul’s) 

Donn Lee (Courthouse Community) 

Donna Denette (Centenary) 

Faye Joseph (Epworth) 

George Williams (Great Bridge) 

Hugh Byrd (Wesley Chapel) 

James Bergdoll (Baylake) 

Janet Bracey (Miles Memorial) 

Janet Moore (Saint Paul’s) 

Jason Bartholomew (Beech Grove) 

Jim Layton (Centenary) 

Joann McClung (Wesley Memorial) 

John Clark (Virginia Beach) 

Joseph Kennedy (New Creation) 

Julianne Rosas (YA-Wesley Chapel) 

Linda Drummond (St. Paul’s) 

Margaret Gupta (Centenary) 

Marjorie Roets (Deep Creek) 

Marta Pizzeck (New Creation) 

Martha Cassidy (Norview) 

Martha Windley (Centenary) 

Mary Kay Miller (Wesley Chapel) 

Mary Stroh (Baylake) 

Mary Sue Floyd (New Creation) 

Megan Harrison (YA-New Creation) 

Michelle Matthews (YA Courthouse) 

Nancy Coleman (McKendree) 

Nancy Reames (Christ) 

Nancy Schaedel (Nimmo) 

Neola Waller (Baylake) 

 

 

Pat Owens (Park Place) 

Paul “Ed” Heath, Jr. (Monumental) 

Phyllis Ford (Wesley Memorial) 

Rhonda Sumner (St. Paul’s) 

Roberta Presby (St. Andrew’s-VB) 

Ross Fulcher (Salem) 

Sara Sawyer (YA-West End) 

Sherry Layton (Centenary) 

Stanley Reames (Christ) 

Terry Forringer (St. Mark) 

 

 

 

Beth Gibson (Salem)    

Bonnie Butler (New Creation)  

Diane Skinner-Mewborn (Norfolk) 

Eva Goodrich (Wesley Chapel)  

Evelyn Swanberg  (Salem)   

Gerry Brighton (Christ) 

Gloria Nelson (St. Andrew’s-Po) 

Jean Hart (Epworth)    

Lois Martin Simons (Norfolk) 

Louise Goodpasture (YA-Thalia) 
Mike Monge (New Creation)   

Sharon Stevens (Heritage)   

Vivian Rogers (Epworth) 

 

*If an elected member is unable to attend, a Re-

serve Member at-large will be asked to fill the 

empty slot. 

 

YA = Young Adult 

*RESERVE Members at-large to Annual Conf. 
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ELIZABETH RIVER  

DISTRICT YOUTH 
meeting at Oak Grove  

this year! 

Second Monday each 

month 

7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

See you there! 
 

(427 N Battlefield Blvd,  

Chesapeake) 

 

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR [Virginia Beach UMC]  

Part-time, 20-hrs. For more info, email jobs@vbumc.org 

 

OFFICE CLERICAL SUPPORT [Virginia Beach UMC] 

Part-time, 20-hrs (M-F 8am –Noon). For more info, email jobs@vbumc.org. 

 

NURSERY ATTENDANT [Centenary UMC, Portsmouth] 

Centenary  UMC is in need of a Sunday paid nursery worker. Every Sunday from 8:30- 12:30.  Please post this 

information as you are able. If interested, call the church at 484-5051.   

 

PIANIST/ORGANIST [Heritage UMC, Virginia Beach]  

 

More job opportunities go to Conference website www.vaumc.org/jobs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tidewater location: 

Francis Asbury UMC 

1871 North Great Neck Rd, 

Virginia Beach 

 

This event will be in 

live-stream format 

CHURCH POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
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2014 VIRGINIA UMC 

  Clergy Spouses 

      Retreat 

 

 

 

 

 

“Faith, Family and 

 Forgiveness” 

Blackstone Conference & Retreat Center 

Blackstone, VA 

Feb. 27 - Mar. 1, 2014 

 

 

Dr. Carol A. Fletcher D., Min., Psy.D., LCSW, ADC, CCDP 

The theme of this year’s 

retreat is Faith, Family and 

Forgiveness, focusing on the 

correlation between loving 

one’s neighbor as oneself 

and forgiving one’s debts as 

one is forgiven. 

 

Registration is required 48-

hours prior to the event in order to ensure sufficient 

materials are available for all participants. Refunds will 

not be processed once registration closes, 48-hours prior 

to the event. If you do not have a credit card to register 

online, e-mail Kristen Hart in the Center for Clergy 

Excellence, kristenhart@vaumc.org. 

February 24, 2014 is the deadline to register online. 

Contact Blackstone directly after this date. 

Register online by going to the Conference calendar on 

the vaumc.org. The cost for Daytime Participant's Only is 

$30. Registration and meal choices for daytime 

participants is by mail-in, check only. The retreat flyer is 

available to download for more information on the 

conference calendar page. 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to 

contact me at wjmoorewj@gmail.com.  

 

Keynote Speaker 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the Virginia Conference Lay Servant 

Academy on February 21-23, 2014, at Blackstone Conference and Retreat Cen-

ter. The Academy will follow the 2014 Annual Conference theme of “Lord, 

Renew Us with Your Spirit.” Basic, advanced, and mini-courses will prepare lay 

servants for their ministries of caring, leading, and communicating. Through 

these roles, Lay Servants encourage, equip, and support others for deeper com-

mitment to Christ and to faithful discipleship. The brochure for the Academy is 

now available on the Conference website with access under the Conference 

calendar. Search for the February dates. 

mailto:kristenhart@vaumc.org
mailto:wjmoorewj@gmail.com
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We will bid FAREWELL to the  

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

(Details to follow) 

JUNE 8, 2014 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

2014 CONTINUING EDUCATION  

Seminar for Clergy 

March 17-18 

 

 "Sanctified Laughter: A Theology, History 

and Practice of Humor and Satire" will be the topic 

for the 2014 Continuing Education Seminar for 

Clergy on March 17 - 18, 2014 at Virginia Wesleyan 

College. This continuing education seminar aims at 

probing the place and functions of laughter in the 

life of God’s people. In particular, it studies biblical 

and historical perspectives, theological implications, 

and practical benefits of laughter not only in the 

pews, but from the pulpit. 

       Dr. Terrence Lindvall, Professor of 

Communication and C.S. Lewis Endowed Chair in 

Communications and Christian Thought at Virginia 

Wesleyan College will be the presenter for the two-

day seminar. Participants receive one continuing 

education credit. The seminar begins at 8:30 a.m. 

on March 17 and concludes at noon on March 

18. The cost is $75 including lunch on Monday. 

The seminar is open to lay persons, as well as 

clergy. 

       Registration may be completed by mailing 

payment to: Office of Advancement, Virginia 

Wesleyan College, 1584 Wesleyan Drive, Norfolk, 

VA 23502 or online at www.vwc.edu/ces.  

  

 For further information,  

 call Jodi Bryant  

 at (757) 455-3217. 

 

Finances out of hand?  

 

It's Time to Take Control!  

Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University 

is coming to Baylake UMC in March!  

 

The free preview session is Sunday 

evening, March 2 at 7 PM.  

 

Classes will be held on Wednesday 

evenings beginning March 12 at 7 PM.  

 

For more information or 

to register, please contact 

Rev. George Neas at 464-

0146.  

 

Childcare available upon 

request. 

 

Baylake UMC 
4300 Shore Dr, Va Beach UNIVERSITY 

At church one Sunday, 

I noticed a woman 

carrying a Bible neatly 

wrapped in colorful 

r i b bon ,  l i k e  a 

package. My first 

thought was that she 

must be giving it to 

someone as a present. 

 

Throughout the next few weeks, however, I 

realized that was the woman’s own well-used 

Bible. Whenever a worship service or Bible 

study ended, she carefully rewrapped the 

Scriptures with that shimmery strand. 

  

What a great reminder that God’s Word is a 

precious, practical gift meant to be opened and 

reopened regularly.  

 

—Stephanie Martin   

http://www.vwc.edu/ces
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DISTRICT CALENDAR 

Office Location:  815 Baker Rd. Suite 301, Virginia Beach 

Phone:  757.473.1592   Fax:  757.473.1790 

Email:  ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org    

District Website:  ElizabethRiverDistrict.org 

Conference Website:  vaumc.org  

In the Virginia Conference  

United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 12654 

Norfolk, VA  23541-0654 

 

Send your request to  

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

Newsletter Articles Deadline  

is the 15th of every month  

All articles should be submitted  

BY EMAIL  

to address below. 

 
Job Announcements should be 60-words or less. 

 

Events 100-words or less or 1/4 page flyer-format 
 

District Officers try to limit to a half-page 

VA Conference Bishop .................. Young Jin Cho 

District Superintendent  .......... Bradford L. Phillips  

District Office Manager ......... Deborah L. Hanson 

District Finance Secretary  ........ Tammy A. Waters 

District Program Coordinator ..... Ellen J. Clements 

District Treasurer  ..........................  Mary R. Stroh 

District Lay Leader ....................  Keith E. Willyard 

District Associate Lay Leader ........... Gary Denette 

District Webmaster ... Dominica “Dee” Guagliardo 

1 Winter Women’s Fellowship, Tabernacle, Noon 

4 VBS Preview, district office 6:30 pm 

5 VBS Preview, district office, 10:30 am 

6 UM Day at General Assembly 

9 District Mission Dinner, Wesley Memorial, 5 pm 

10 District Youth, Oak Grove, 7 pm 

13 Harvesters’ Reception (Sudan), Baylake, 6 pm 

16 UMW Festival of Rice, Wesley Memorial, 3 pm 

20 Camp GOTCHA Planning, First Presbyterian VB, 5:30 pm 

21-23 Lay Servant Academy, Blackstone 

22 School of Children’s Ministry, St. Luke’s, Yorktown, 9 am 

27 District COM, district, 9 am 

27-Mar 1 Clergy Spouses Retreat, Blackstone 

 

8  5 Talent Academy on Stewardship, Francis Asbury, 

     8:30 am 

10 District Youth, Oak Grove, 7 pm 

14 UMW Prayer Luncheon, St. Andrew’s (Po), 10:30  

17-18 CEU Seminar for Clergy, Virginia Wesleyan College 

22 UMW Tri-District Mini Mission Encounter, High Street UMC, Franklin 

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95097502

