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From our DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTFrom our DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTFrom our DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT   

It seems a group of botanists were exploring inaccessible 
regions of the Alps in search of new flowers. One day, 
through binoculars, they spotted a flower of rare beauty. 
It lay in a place where someone could only reach it by 
being lowered down into a deep ravine.  A local boy 
watching the activity was approached and offered money 
if he would allow himself to be lowered to pick the flower 
and then be pulled up again. He took one look at the 

deep ravine and said, "Wait, I'll be back."  Soon he returned with an older 
man. He approached the botanist and said, "I'll go over the cliff now and 
get the flower if you let this man hold onto the rope. He's my Dad!" It 
really makes a difference who holds the rope, doesn't it?  

It mattered to Jesus who held his rope. Jesus knew the Father was on the 
other end. The Father—who was there when he was born into the world, watched over him every day, 
saw him sweat blood in the garden and suffer agony on the cross—was at the end of the rope. Jesus 
showed his ultimate trust when he said “Father into your hands (the ones holding the rope) I 
commend my spirit”. When all seemed lost, guess who was at the end of the rope, the Father. On 
Easter he pulled on that rope and Jesus AROSE FROM THE GRAVE! He is alive! 

Friends, for those of us who are in Christ, we have hope beyond measure. We know who holds the end 
of our rope. So we proclaim: If God is for us, who can ever be against us? Since he did not spare even 
his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else - for God himself has 
given us right standing with him. Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and 
was raised to life for us. He is sitting in the place of honor, at God’s right hand, pleading for us. 
Brothers and Sisters, can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? 
 
I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries 
about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us 
from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth 
below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. Romans 8:31-38 
 
Our Heavenly Father has promised "I will never leave you, or 
forsake you."  Heb.  13:5 In other words, he will not let go of our 
rope and that’s good news. It really matters who’s holding our 
rope! Who is holding on to you? 

  ~Wayne 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

I hope you have been praying and reconciling during this Lenten season. The Easter 
season is here and our Savior has given us our communion meal, examples of 
service, and forgiveness. I am so thankful that God loves us so much He sacrificed 
His son for us. We are sinners and don't deserve the gift of grace. It is awesome 
that we receive grace no matter what we do. But what should we do? Live our lives 
like Christ did! Jesus is the perfect example of how we should act, how we should 
treat everyone we meet, and how to love. Our Savior didn't just sit around and think "what do I do 
now." Jesus got up and went!  

The Elizabeth River District has gone through some very good training in reaching out to our 
community. We do not have to keep declining. We no longer have to settle for status quo. We do have 
to act now! Jesus was born into human form, taught, went to the needy of all kinds, suffered, died, was 
buried and raised. All this because God wasn't ready to give up on us. Let's not give up on Him! Pray, 
study scripture, pray, worship, pray, ask what God's will is for you, pray, listen for God's answer, pray, 
and respond to God by taking action. May the Holy Spirit light your path as you go forward to serve our 
Savior for the glory of God's kingdom. I know He lights my way! Praise and thanksgiving to God. 

Peace, 

Gary   
768-6040 

Ext 127  

DISTRICT LAY LEADERDISTRICT LAY LEADERDISTRICT LAY LEADER    

Gary Denette 
garysmiles@ymail.com 

(757) 636-3895 

 

PA S S I N G  t h e  B ATO NPA S S I N G  t h e  B ATO N :   
“Successful Transitions in pastoral changes, Long-Tenured Pastorates, and for 2nd Pastors Following Founders.” 

  

Churches going through Pastoral Transitions  
Saturday, April 11th 9am-4:30pm, Ebenezer UMC, 1589 Steeple Drive, Suffolk, VA 23433 

  
·      Learn successful Transition strategies for any pastoral change 

·      Understanding the “Change Over Zone” and how to manage  
·      Key Essentials for long tenured pastoral changes 

·      Saying goodbye, saying hello 

·      6 Cautions for the Church When changing pastors. 
·      Pre-Appointment Protocol 
·      Getting a running start!  

·      How to celebrate the past while building a future 

 For cost & more info, on registration, contact::  sheila@ebenezerchurch.net; Phone: 757-238-2359.  

Clergy@vaumc.orgClergy@vaumc.org  

By now you should be using your @vaumc.org email address or 
have your email account so that your vaumc.org email comes 
straight to your INBOX.  

ALL EMAIL FROM the DISTRICT, CONFERENCE OFFICE, & 
GENERAL United Methodist AGENCIES will be sent to that 
email address. 

If you need assistance getting into your email, please call 
Debbie in the district office. 
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 Distr ict  PRO GRAM COORDINATORDistr ict  PRO GRAM COORDINATORDistr ict  PRO GRAM COORDINATOR    

This month I had the opportunity to participate in two district wide events that were 
both inspiring and challenging. Thank you to the folks at Centenary UMC for hosting 
the District Board of Mission Dinner. At the Mission Dinner, Wayne gave an 
overview of where we are as a district right now with the makeup of our churches 
and where he hopes we will be as we move forward together. Youth from New 
Creation/Aldersgate UMC shared how their mission trip to Haiti impacted their lives 
as well as the people they went to work with in Haiti. Stephen Wall-Smith 
highlighted the many programs and outreach that are the fabric of the ministry at 
Park Place UMC in Norfolk, inviting others to come and serve with them. Brandon 

Robbins explained how the campus ministry at ODU has a new vision, one that includes a new church 
plant called Ignite. A small group has begun praying and serving together throughout the city of Norfolk, 
seeking God’s guidance on how best to be the church and build relationships with the students and 
residents who live there. Ellen Cummings closed with her testimony of witnessing to a woman in a remote 
village in South Sudan who heard the gospel for the first time and accepted Jesus as her Savior. The 
Scripture that encompasses her experience is Romans 10:13-15, “For everyone who calls on the Name of 
the Lord will be saved. How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without anyone preaching to them? 
And how can anyone preach unless he is sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news.’”  

 This leads into the next big Elizabeth River district event held at Virginia Wesleyan College, 
How to Reach New People. It is hard to believe, but many people in our own communities have not 
heard the good news of the Gospel. 250 people from 38 churches around the district gathered for this 
training, led by Jim Griffith and Steve James. They emphasized building relationships, relationships, 
relationships. When we establish relationships with people in our communities, then we have an 
opportunity to listen to one another and to share our stories. The teams who attended the training are 
taking back all the great ideas they explored this weekend to their churches with an action plan to begin 
to build the relationships that will lead to reaching new people. Thank you to the staff at Virginia 
Wesleyan College for hosting this event.  

 Sometimes in order to go forward in ministry, we have to let go of a ministry. That is what the 
planning team for Camp GOTCHA has decided. It is time to let go of the camp as it has been for the 
past 14 years. We thank everyone who has participated over the years and we will cherish the memories. 
Now we pray for what God has in store for a new children’s outreach to emerge. We hope to have some 
family and intergenerational events. Stay tuned for new adventures. 

 Just a reminder, we are having a Safe Sanctuaries Training on April 18, 10 am to noon, at 
Resurrection UMC in Chesapeake. If you would like to attend, please contact me in the District office by 
Monday, April 13. I like to have enough materials to hand out to everyone. Participants are asked to bring 
a Bible and a pen. Thank you. 

 Plans for Vacation Bible School and other summer camp experiences are underway in many of our 
churches. Please send me the name of your church, address, VBS or camp program, dates and times, 
contact person with email or phone and how to register. I would like to compile that list and email it to all 
of the churches by the end of April. 

 I am encouraged by the energy and excitement of the people I am meeting 
in our churches. Let us all pray for God’s guidance, wisdom and power to spread 
the good news of his love and grace here and around the world.   

Have a blessed Easter. 

Shalom,  Ellen 
District Program Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Clements 
ellenclements@vaumc.org 
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22001155  Annual ConferenceAnnual Conference  
http://www.vaumc.org/AC2015http://www.vaumc.org/AC2015  

The 2015 session of the Virginia Annual Conference will be held at The Berglund 
Center (formerly the Roanoke Civic Center) in Roanoke, VA, June 19-21. Theme of this 

year's Annual Conference is “From Members to Disciples.”  

This year Annual Conference will elect delegates for the 2016 General Conference & 2016 

Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference using electronic devices (for the first time). Due to the 

extra time needed for voting, annual conference will begin earlier than usual with Clergy and 

Laity sessions held FridayFridayFriday from 10am10am10am thru Noon and the opening plenary session will begin at 

2pm.    

   

   

 

 

   

   

   

2015 Annual Conference Offering2015 Annual Conference Offering2015 Annual Conference Offering   

2015 Annual Conference offering to support Cambodia mission, Ebola victims, poor children in Virginia. 

Bishop Young Jin Cho announced that the 2015 Annual Conference offering goal will be $150,000 and again focus on 

both international and Virginia-based mission needs. The offering goal includes $50,000 for continued support of our 

partnership with the Methodist Mission in Cambodia as they continue to purchase property for new churches and expand 

their fast growing mission. Another $50,000 is for United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Global Health 

ministries to aid the Ebola-ravaged countries of Sierra Leone and Liberia. Both of these countries have trained and 

equipped Health Boards in their United Methodist conferences that are working to meet priorities and needs of 

communities recovering from the Ebola outbreak as well as a holistic approach to health that empowers people to take 

charge of their own lives and develop positive health-seeking behavior in their communities. In Virginia, the goal is 

$50,000 to support mission projects working with the poor in the Danville and Eastern Shore Districts. Both of these 

districts are working in ministry in areas of Virginia that are well below the national and state poverty levels. Of particular 

concern and emphasis are children living in poverty.   

Kits for UMCOR to be collected at Annual ConferenceKits for UMCOR to be collected at Annual ConferenceKits for UMCOR to be collected at Annual Conference   

Various types of Relief Supply Kits will be collected at the 2015 Virginia Annual Conference session. Kit collection is 

being conducted to replenish the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply. Local churches are 

encouraged to collect items for any of the most requested UMCOR kits — Bedding, Birthing, Cleaning, Health, Layette, 

School and Sewing Kits — and bring them to Annual Conference. For kit instructions, go to http://www.umcor.org/

UMCOR/Relief-Supplies. Kits should be taken to the two tractor-trailers at the far end of the Roanoke Civic Center 

Parking lot A, near the intersection of Williamson Road and Orange Ave. (across from the Sheetz Gas Station). Kits will be 

received THUR., June 18, 12noon-2:00p.m.; FRI., June 19, 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m.; and  SAT, June 20, 8:00a.m.-12noon.    

CASH for KITS send directly to Conference TreasurerCASH for KITS send directly to Conference TreasurerCASH for KITS send directly to Conference Treasurer   

If you prefer to contribute cash to enable United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to purchase relief kits, you 

can contribute $50 for each bedding kit; $8 for each birthing kit; $55 for each cleaning kit; $12 for each health kit;  $35 

for each layette kit; $11 for each school kit; and $18 for each sewing kit. dIn addition, UMCOR asks for $1 per kit 

($1.50 for cleaning buckets) to cover processing and shipping and $1 for toothpaste for each health kit. Please do NOT 

bring checks to Annual Conference. ALL checks (for processing and shipping, for toothpaste and in lieu of providing kits) 

should be made payable to “Virginia Conference UMC,” earmarked for “KITS” and mailed to Treasurer, Virginia 

Conference of The United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, 23058 any time prior to Annual Conference, 

and no later than 

Aug. 31. 

Reverend Young Bong Kim 

Pastor Korean UMC of Greater Washington 

Friday Evening MEMORIAL Service 

Annual  Conference TeacherAnnual  Conference TeacherAnnual  Conference Teacher   

Reverend Tim Bias  

General Secretary for the 

General Board of Discipleship. 

Bishop Young Jin Cho 

Virginia Annual Conference 

Sunday morning WORSHIP 

Retired Bishop Charlene Kammerer 

Saturday morning MISSION Service 

Saturday evening ORDINATION Service 

A n n u a l  A n n u a l  Conference   Conference   O R I E N TAT I O NO R I E N TAT I O N     ~  ~  June 14thJune 14th , , 2pm  2pm  ~~     Place TBD 

Annual  Conference PreachersAnnual  Conference PreachersAnnual  Conference Preachers  

http://vaumc.org/AC2015?srctid=1&erid=507475&trid=dbc7b556-b832-46f1-b4bf-b430e6d0a9b6
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
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 Purpose of United Methodist Women: 

The organized unit of United Methodist  Women shall be a community of women 
whose purpose  is to know God and experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ ; to develop a  creative supportive fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the   global ministries of 
the church.  

As I come out the door at my house each morning I can see the daffodils with their bight yellow faces shining out of 
the brown leaves and dead foliage. What a wonderful reminder of the hope of our risen Lord. I don’t know about 
you but that always brings a smile to my face, a lift in my step and joy to my heart no matter what the day brings. 
As United Methodist Women, we bring that same kind of joy, lift and smiles as we and our mission dollars travel 
around the United States and the world. If you don’t believe, it just read “RESPONSE” our mission magazine. The 
articles you read will also bring that joy, lift and smiles because you know you are apart of all that mission work. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Prayer Luncheon Friday, April 24th 10:30 a.m. at Beech Grove UMC, 4251 Driver Lane, Suffolk, VA 23435 (for 
GPS) Speaker will be from Red Bird Missionary Conference; Mission Emphasis will be Prison Ministry 
(Portsmouth) all types of cards and postage stamps for prisoner use 

Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat at Blackstone Conference and Retreat Center, May 1-3. Registration 
is on conference UMW web page vaumw.org 

The Charter for Racial Justice Seminar at Blackstone Conference Center on May 15-17, 2015 for United 
Methodist Women, Inc. Come join a number of Northeastern Jurisdiction Conferences in Making Racial 
Justice Happen. A registration form may be found on the Virginia UMW website at vaumw.org. Come find 
out how we can take steps to work toward racial justice. This will enrich your understanding of the 
subject as well as help meet a requirement for “Living our Purpose.” 

United Methodist Women Day at Ferrum Collage,  June 6th again check the conference web site for 
registration (May 8th is the deadline) Check it out! 

UMW Prayer Breakfast at Annual Conference, June 20th Tickets will be available from Joann McClung (when I pick 
them up on April 16th at meeting in Richmond). 

From the UMW Prayer Calendar (I hope you are using yours daily) We received a grant from Kiwanis to help 
people send their children to a United Methodist summer camp in the Virginia Conference. We received 
the grant, but only a few children from the area applied to go. We decided that maybe some of the 
children of the parents whom we work within recovery might enjoy camp. As we approached folks, we 
quickly found parents and children who were excited about going to camp. It reminded me of the story of 
the banquet and opening the table to those anywhere who might be hungry. Donald E. Edwards, church and 
community worker, Grace Ministries, Roanoke, VA 

My contact information is joannmcclung43@gmail.com. or joannmcclung@cox.net. My cell is (757) 408-1010. 

 

~ Joann McClung, President United Methodist Women 

EEElizabeth RRRiver DDDistrict 

More 2015 Annual Conference info ... 

VOLUNTEERS needed to COLLECT KITS at Annual ConferenceVOLUNTEERS needed to COLLECT KITS at Annual ConferenceVOLUNTEERS needed to COLLECT KITS at Annual Conference   

More volunteers are needed for this year’s “Kits for Conference” collection at Annual Conference. You can help (1) 

write information on a clipboard; (2) sort kits; (3) seal boxes; or (4) load boxes onto the tractor-trailers. Kit collection 

will take place Thursday, June 18 from 12-2:00 p.m.; Friday, June 19, from 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 20, 

8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. If you can volunteer to help, e-mail Virgil Decker at vdecker@cox.net or contact Jeff Wilson at 

Huntington Court UMC, (540) 366-3465, to indicate what time you would be available. 

mailto:joannmcclung43@gmail.com
mailto:joannmcclung@cox.net
mailto:vdecker@cox.net
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meeting at Oak Grove  

this year! 

Second Monday each month 

7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

See you there! 

(427 N Battlefield Blvd, Ches) 

Contact person: 

Betsy Parsons, (757) 537-7297 

elizabethriverdyc@gmail.com 

ELIZABETH RIVER  

       DISTRICT  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resurrection United Methodist Church in Chesapeake missions JOY Fund 
raised over $500 at the December 23rd Christmas Simbang Gabi service. A 
special thanks to Ellen Cummings for speaking at our service and letting us know 
of the special need at a United Methodist nursery school outside Kampala, 
Uganda, called "Safe Care."   

Ellen has been visiting the school for the past four years and knows the director, 
Nora Kasumba, and very impressed with what she is doing at this school. The 
school itself is well built, but the floors are dirt. The classrooms have dirt floors.   
We ask ourselves, would our children attend a school with these floors?? NO!  
The school loses students whose parents want their children to go to a school 
that has a concrete floor – understandable.  

There are 70 students 
attending the school, and now thanks to Resurrection United 
Methodist members they have concrete in all of their classrooms! 
There are three other classrooms plus a small office that now has 
concrete.  Here are photos of improvements made to the Safe Care 
Nursery School, before and after photos.  The first one is of work 

being done. The second is 
of Nurah, the director.  Brick 
interior walls were covered 
with cement, as well as the 
floors, and the outdoor area 
at the front of the school 

was paved, which really needed to 
be done. It was an obstacle course 
getting into the school, but now 
they have a solid foundation and 
Christ’s work in Action!  
Per Ellen Cummings: “Thank you so very much - and your church - for 
making these improvements possible.  As you can see, there is a big 
difference in the before and after photos.  I can hardly wait to get back 
later this year and see it all for myself.” 

FREE!  Complete Vacation Bible School Curriculum 

Five 2-3 Hour Sessions in Each Set  

PREVIEW 

http://endhunger.org/vbs/ 

VBS Planning Helps 

Bible Background & Teacher  

Reflection Questions 

Storytelling & Daily Memory Verses 

Mission Stories & Activities 

Crafts • Music • Mascots • Scenery  

Recreation • Snacks 

Year 1: Old Testament 

Year 2: New Testament 
BOTH YEARS 

AVAILABLE 

http://endhunger.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/churchprograms/468327217940/elizabethriverdistrict/vaumc.org/
http://endhunger.org/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/churchprograms/960015118547/elizabethriverdistrict/vaumc.org/
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Inspired by sports columnist Rick Reilly, the "Nothing But Nets" campaign was created 
by the United Nations Foundation in 2006. It’s primary purpose is to provide insecticide-
treated bed nets that families can sleep beneath and be protected from the mosquitoes 
that cause malaria. United Methodists have been very supportive of "Nothing But Nets," 

but after seeing that bed nets alone are not enough to eliminate the deadly 
disease of malaria, The United Methodist Church began the “Imagine No 
Malaria” campaign in April 2010 to raise $75 million before the denomination’s 
General Conference in 2016. In addition to distributing bed nets, "Imagine No 
Malaria"  is committed to ending death and suffering from malaria through 
prevention (bed nets, environmental clean-up and basic sanitation), 
communication (United Methodist radio channels across the continent are used 
to share messages of malaria prevention), treatment (trained health workers, 
medications and more improved hospitals and health care facilities), and 
grassroots education (trained groups of people on health boards train 
community health workers in their communities to provide a constant source of 
treatment and education for those nearby and develop strategic plans and 
propose integrated solutions). Some observers have said that "Imagine No 

Malaria" is "Nothing But Nets" PLUS.  So don’t send your Imagine No 

Malaria $ to Nothing But Nets. 

T-SHIRTS FOR SALE 
AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE 

IN THE FOLLOWING SIZES: 
S,M,L,XL,2X 

child sizes by request 
$10 for Imagine No Malaria 
(picture above is the logo on Tee ) 

 

IMAGINE NO MALARIAIMAGINE NO MALARIA    . . . AROUND THE DISTRICTAROUND THE DISTRICT   

TELL US ... HOW DOES YOUR CHURCH  INMINM? 

Send us the info so we can share with others what’s going on  to INMINM 

AROUND THE DISTRICTAROUND THE DISTRICT!!  

Include pictures . . . . . . ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.orgElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org  

Churches asked to sell LEMONADE LEMONADE   

April 25April 25April 25ththth      to save lives. 

Bishop Young Jin Cho is asking all churches in the Virginia 

Conference to observe World Malaria Day this year by selling 

lemonade to save lives."World Malaria Day is Saturday, April 

25," Bishop Cho said. "This day is used to bring awareness 

about the preventable and treatable disease of malaria around 

the world. The Virginia Conference is excited to announce our 

plans for the day. We would like all of our churches across the 

state to participate by hosting lemonade stands in our communities. We want to connect our neighbors with our 

churches and help save the lives of thousands in Africa suffering from 

malaria. I imagine more than a thousand lemonade stands all over the 

conference. 
 

"So," the Bishop added, "you might be asking, 'What do lemons and 

mosquitoes have in common?' Well, squashing them saves lives! Help us sip 

our way to saving lives on April 25April 25 th th !" So save the date.  
 More information and resources will be available soon. 

What 's the di f ference? What 's the di f ference?   

'Nothing But Nets' 'Nothing But Nets' vs. vs. 'Imagine No Malaria''Imagine No Malaria'  

Contributions to "Imagine No Malaria" should be sent to the Va Conference Treasurer's office, P.O. Box 5605, Glen 

Allen, VA 23058. Check made payable to "Virginia Conference" and designate “Imagine No Malaria, Advance Special 

#6450," on your check or at the bottom of your apportionment statement. Church checks, be sure to indicate the church 

GCFA# on the check. If you have questions, contact Maria Maxwell at mariamaxwell@vaumc.org or (804) 521-1160.  

mailto:mariamaxwell@vaumc.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER [Centenary UMC, Portsmouth] is seeking a person who will serve as a spiritual 
leader and role model to help build young disciples for Christ. Position is part time. Applicants may call or 
email the church at 484-5051 or centenaryumc@verizon.net or Pam Kelly at 484-7158 or 
pamkelly1@verizon.net.  

DIRECTOR of CHRISTIAN EDUCATION [Foundry UMC, Va Beach] Foundry leadership and members have 
identified children, youth, and adult ministries as a critical component to our continued growth.  We are in a 
time of redevelopment and would like to provide vibrant children, youth and adults programs to attract, retain, 
and serve families with or without children.  The position is based on 20 hours per week and shall include the 
coordination of all educational programs within the church, recruiting volunteers to support these programs, 
and growing disciples within the church.  See full job description on the church website (http://
foundryumcvb.org/). Please send cover letter and resume with references to 
FoundryUMC@FoundryUMCVB.org by April 6. 

LITTLE HANDS TEACHER [Foundry UMC, Va Beach]  a part-time Little Hands teacher for the 10:00am 
Sunday morning worship service (approximately one and one-half hours each Sunday), and availability for 
special programs at other times when needed.  Responsibilities include:  provide quality care and instruction to 
preschoolers from three to five years of age with Christian based activities (i.e., story, songs, crafts, etc.); have 
completed Foundry Child Protection Policy training; and, adhere to all other responsibilities listed in formal job 
description.   

DIRECTOR of ADULT MISSIONS & COMMUNITY OUTREACH [Oak Grove UMC, Chesapeake] has a vital 
role in the life of Oak Grove UMC and is expected to provide active leadership and hands on involvement in 
the many existing community outreach programs and mission activities of the church. In addition, he/she is 
responsible for discerning mission needs in the community, regionally and internationally, identifying ones in 
which Oak Grove UMC should be involved, recruiting and equipping adults to participate in and run mission 
opportunities and being actively involved in this area. This is a part-time position of 20 hours per week. Please 
send cover letter and resume to jane@oakgroveumc.org.  

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADER [Centenary UMC, Portsmouth] is seeking a Youth Ministry Leader who will serve 
as a spiritual leader and role model to help build young disciples for Christ. Position is part time. Applicants 
may call or email the church at 484-5051 or centenaryumc@verizon.net or Pam Kelly at 484-7158 or 
pamkelly1@verizon.net.  

PART-TIME DIRECTOR OF PRIMARY CHRISTIAN EDUCAITON [Ebenezer UMC, Suffolk], The director will 
direct the 3 years - 5th grade education programs of the church with some emphasis on Family Ministry. Must 
have the ability to work cohesively with pastors, youth directors, families and volunteers to weave the Word of 
God into our children’s hearts and minds. Must have an acceptance and understanding of all children and 
family situations.  For details, visit the Virginia Conference Web site at www.vaumc.org/jobs  

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES [Great Bridge UMC, Chesapeake] The youth program currently includes 
over 100 youth with a regular youth group attendance of over 50 middle and high school students. Our 
Director of Youth Ministries will lead a strongly relational youth ministry that builds and emphasizes a 
relationship with Christ, relationships among the youth, and relationships between the youth, parents and 
other members of GBUMC.  

For more employment opportunities & details,  

visit the Virginia Conference Web site at www.vaumc.org/jobs.  

CHURCH POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

mailto:centenaryumc@verizon.net
mailto:pamkelly1@verizon.net
http://foundryumcvb.org/
http://foundryumcvb.org/
mailto:FoundryUMC@FoundryUMCVB.org
mailto:jane@oakgroveumc.org
mailto:centenaryumc@verizon.net
mailto:pamkelly1@verizon.net
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
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MORE CHURCH POSITIONS AVAILABLE . . . 

CHURCH SECRETARY [Community UMC, Va Beach] This part time position (20-hrs per week) provides 
administrative support to the pastors and staff. Applicant should be proficient in computer usage to include 
website management. Resumes may be mailed to Community UMC, Attn: SPR Committee, 1072 OLD 
Kempsville Rd, Virginia Beach 23464, or emailed to cumc@cumcvb.org. 

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION [Great Bridge UMC, Chesapeake] We are looking for someone who 
is energetic, passionate and loves Christ and telling others about Christ. This position will provide direct 
oversight of all areas and aspects of Christian Education ranging from children to adult.  

DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES [St. Andrew's UMC, Va] for a mid-size church connected to the growing 
Town Center and Kempsville neighborhoods of Virginia Beach. A successful applicant will be a person with a 
deep faith and connection to Methodist theology and doctrine, a passion for Christian education, and an ability 
to lead and coordinate teams. For details, visit the Virginia Conference Web site at www.vaumc.org/jobs _._,_.___ 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR [Resurrection UMC, Chesapeake] a multi-cultural environment needs a 
part-time Christian Education Director for young adult, youth & children to lead Christian programs; recruit/or 
train, empower & equip volunteers. Plan meaningful worship, devotions & prayer time. This position combines 
faith and service to church and society. For more details & qualifications, email (resurrectionumc@cox.net) or 
call the church office (479-0452), or look on elizabethriverdistrict.org. 

MUSIC DIRECTOR [Resurrection UMC, Chesapeake] needed for adults, youth, & children in this multi-cultural 
environment. Lead Praise Band, adult & children’s choir. Plan meaningful music for worship. Backup for 
morning worship pianist, For more details & qualifications, email (resurrectionumc@cox.net) or call church 
office (479-0452), or look on the district website jobs page. 

SEASIDE SCHOOL PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT [Virginia Beach UMC] The administrative 
assistant is responsible to help with the day to day running of the school. Duties include scheduling meetings, 
coordinating program wide events, purchasing materials, working with teachers on curriculum, and 
coordinating staff development . A college degree is preferred. For details, visit the Virginia Conference Web 
site at www.vaumc.org/jobs  

FULL-TIME ACCOUNTANT/BOOKKEEPER [Virginia Annual Conference Business Office, Glen Allen, VA] is 
seeking a person with experience in balancing ledgers, preparing financial statements, handling accounts 
payable and payroll to join its team. This position requires a proficiency in Excel and experience with a general 
ledger accounting software (Microsoft Dynamics GP a plus). This position reports directly to the Treasurer and 
offers a generous benefits package. Salary based upon experience and education. If you are looking for your 
work to make a difference in the world and enjoy working in a team environment, please email your resume to 
jobs@vaumc.org. All resumes must be received by April 6, 2015. 

Director of Ministries with Young People [Office of Connectional Ministries of the Va Conference, The 
United Methodist Church, Glen Allen] is seeking a creative leader for this ministry position. The Director of 
Ministries with Young People works as a team member with other Connectional Ministries Associate Directors 
under the supervision of the Director of Connectional Ministries.  The primary focus of the Director of Ministries 
with Young People is to lead the Virginia Annual Conference in creating a culture of call for young people.  This 
goal will include collaboration with the Center for Clergy Excellence in identifying and resourcing young people 
who are exploring a call to ministry. For details, visit the Virginia Conference Web site at www.vaumc.org/jobs  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR [Aldersgate Renewal Ministries, Nashville] seeking a Spirit-filled individual to work 
out the mission of the ministry ... to bring renewal to the United Methodist Church by equipping local churches 
to minister to the world in the power of the Holy Spirit. This position is full-time with a full benefit package and 
is based at the Aldersgate Renewal Ministries office just outside of Nashville, Tennessee. For details visit the Va 
Conf website at www.vaumc.org/jobs. 

Virginia chapter of the 
Professional Association of 
United Methodist Church 
Secretaries (PAUMCS) will 
hold a "Get Away from it 
All" Spring Retreat for 
church secretaries 4 p.m. 
Sunday, May 3, to 3 p.m. 

Monday, May 4, at the Williamsburg Christian Retreat Center in Toano. 
Buena "Beanie" Rankin, retired assistant director of Records and Statistics 
of the General Council on Finance and Administration of The United 
Methodist Church, will offer training in the areas of Apportionments, 
Record Retention, Effective Cyber Communications, Church Software and 
Membership Records. This event is an opportunity for church secretaries 
and administrators to learn, network, fellowship and relax. Breakfast & 
lunch on Monday are included in the registration. For a registration 
brochure or to register online go to: vaumc.org, click on Events at the 
bottom right, click on the Event on the calendar May 3rd or 4th.  

http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
mailto:jobs@vaumc.org
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
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Spaghetti 

Dinner 

The Virginia Conference will offer  

United Methodist Volunteers In Mission 
 

 Team Leader Training on Saturday, April 18, 
from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  

and  Team Leader Recertification Training on 
Sunday, April 19, from 1-4 p.m., both at  

Warwick Memorial UMC in Newport News.  
For additional information on the UMVIM training or 

to register, follow this link: 

http://www.vaumc.org/page.aspx?pid=3241 

For additional information on the team leader 
recertification or to register, follow this link:  

http://www.vaumc.org/UMVIMRecertification 
 

Deadline to register for both trainings is Monday, 
April 13, at Noon. 

R
ESC

H
ED

U
LE

D

R
ESC

H
ED

U
LE

D
  

Att ic SaleAt t i c SaleAt t i c Sale   
Saturday, April 18 

9am-1pm 
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and invites you to a  

SSSouthern outhern outhern GGGospel ospel ospel CCConcertoncertoncert 

Saturday, April 11Saturday, April 11thth
, 2015 ~ 7:00 P.M., 2015 ~ 7:00 P.M. 

Heritage Heritage U.M.CU.M.C. 

815 Baker Road,  Va Beach, VA 23462 

Cost: FREE (a love offering will be collected) 

The Proclaimers Quartet The Proclaimers Quartet The Proclaimers Quartet 

from Columbus, Georgiafrom Columbus, Georgiafrom Columbus, Georgia, , ,  

HHHeritage eritage eritage UUUnited nited nited MMMethodist ethodist ethodist CCChurchhurchhurch   

proudly presentsproudly presentsproudly presents   

For more info,  

contact 

Gene Hannan  

(757) 404-9221, 

or the church 

(757) 497-3943. 

FRIENDS OF THE GROOMFRIENDS OF THE GROOM  

“We are a theater company committed to reveal-

ing the Christian message 

with a unique blend of humor, story,  

challenging content, 

and scenes that are hard to forget.” 

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!  

July 31July 31stst
/August 1/August 1stst

    

Theater Camp for Adults, Youth, and Children.  

Friends of the Groom will be here at Messiah 

UMC.  Look them up on their website:   
www.friendsofthegroom.org  

More information will follow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Classes Art Classes are now 
being offered at 
MONUMENTAL UMC. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. All supplies will be 
provided, or you may 
bring your own supplies.  

Classes meet on Wednesdays & Fridays from 
10am until Noon.  No prior experience needed. 

 
April schedule: 

Wednesdays, Chrismons & Jewelry making 
Fridays, Drawing & Watercolors 
 

Monumental UMC is located in Old Town 
Portsmouth at 450 Dinwiddie Street 

(757) 397-1207 

 

Att ic SaleAt t i c SaleAt t i c Sale   
Saturday, April 18 

9am-1pm 

   

   

   

   

   

   

MONUMENTALMONUMENTALMONUMENTAL   UMCUMCUMC   
450 Dinwiddie Street, Portsmouth, 23704 (Old Town) 

Phone Number (757)-397-2397 

Many, Many, Many Items: Collectibles,  
Cha-chis, Jewelry, Silent auction, Books,  

Clothing (some large sizes) (children’s clothing) 
Accessories (shoes, handbags), Retro Items,  

Bake Sale, Brunswick Stew, Household Items.  
Too many items to list. 

Come, have fun, enjoy the sale.  
No Early Birds. 

Att ic SaleAt t i c SaleAt t i c Sale   
Saturday, April 18 

9am-1pm 

http://www.friendsofthegroom.org
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Address Service Requested 

 

Non-Profit  

Organization 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Norfolk, VA 

Permit No. 332 

 

DISTRICT CALENDAR 

Office Location:  815 Baker Rd. Suite 301, Virginia Beach 

Phone:  757.473.1592   Fax:  757.473.1790 

Email:  ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org    

District Website:  ElizabethRiverDistrict.org 

Conference Website:  vaumc.org  

In the Virginia Conference  

United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 12654 

Norfolk, VA  23541-0654 

 

To receive the Channel Marker by email, 

Send your request to  

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

Newsletter Articles Deadline  

is the 15th of every month  

All articles should be submitted  

BY EMAIL  

to address below. 

 
Job Announcements should be 60-words or less. 

 

Events 100-words or less or 1/4 page flyer-format 
 

District Officers try to limit to a half-page 

VA Conference Bishop ................... Young Jin Cho 

District Superintendent  ............. M. Wayne Snead 

District Office Manager ......... Deborah L. Hanson 

District Finance Secretary  .......  Tammy A. Waters 

District Program Coordinator .... Ellen J. Clements 

District Treasurer  ..........................  Mary R. Stroh 

District Lay Leader ...................... Gary G. Denette 

District Webmaster ........................ Julianne Rosas 

  

 5  Resurrection Day !Resurrection Day !  

13  District YOUTH meeting, Oak Grove, 7pm 

16  Dist Board of MISSION, district office, 9:30am 

18  SAFE SANCTUARY raining, Resurrection, 10am 

18-19  UMVIM Team Leader Training, Warwick  

   Memorial UMC, Newport News 

23  Dist Comm on Ministry dist office, 8:30am 

24 UMW Prayer Luncheon Beech Grove, 10:30  

25 Imagine No Malaria Imagine No Malaria LEMONADE LEMONADE STANDSSTANDS    

  

 

1-3 Conf UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, Blackstone 

7NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

7   DIST FINANCE  meeting, district office, 4pm 

10  MOTHER’S DAYMOTHER’S DAY  

11  District YOUTH meeting, Oak Grove, 7pm 

24PENTECOST 

25MEMORIAL DAY  - Office ClosedS 

S AV E  T H E  D AT ES AV E  T H E  D AT E   

Annual Conference   ORIENTATION  ~  June 14th,  2pm  ~  Place TBD 

ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

 

  

  

  

CLERGY LUNCHESCLERGY LUNCHES  

6 & 20 Clergy Lunch, 11:30 

   BRAVOS (Town Center) 

7 & 21  Clergy Lunch, 11:30 

   ABUELOS (Greenbrier) 

13 & 27  Clergy Lunch, 12pm 

    JONES’ (Portsmouth)  

14 & 28 Clergy Lunch, 12pm 

    LOGANS (Janaf) 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95097502

