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During my renewal leave, I was partially renewed 

by listening and watching sermons on my I-Pad. 

One sermon that really touched me was entitled, 

“Saved People are Serving People”. The pastor 

took the story from Matthew’s gospel about the 

feeding of the 5000. You know the story. Jesus 

had been teaching to crowds of people and it was 

getting on in the day. The disciples came to Jesus 

and asked him to send the people away because 

they needed to find food and there wasn’t any out in that remote place. 

Jesus surprised them by telling them, “It is not necessary, you feed them.” 

They immediately found reasons why not. “We only have five loaves of 

bread and two fish.” Jesus told them to bring him the food they had, 

seated the people, and began to feed them from the sparse food source. 

The Bible tells us that the people ate as much as they wanted and there 

were even twelve baskets of leftovers. The disciples learned a lesson in 

trusting God to do the miraculous, but I also believe they witnessed a call 

to serve. Jesus was asking them to relate to the people by feeding them. 

This would be one of many opportunities for the disciples to learn to be 

servants. 

It is the time of year when churches are putting together their new 

officers for 2014. We often come up with reasons why we can’t serve. 

We are too old, too young, and too busy. Moses did his best serving 

after age 80. Jeremiah did his best serving while a young teenager. As for 

being too busy, perhaps we are too busy and priorities should be set so 

that we can carve out time for God in service.  

Saved people are serving people. As we respond to God’s grace and 

salvation in our lives we are also called to serve joyfully. As we serve 

others we are helping others that they, too, might be saved, and thus 

they, too, will want to serve. Serving God in our churches and 

throughout the world is a way of giving. We serve in gratitude for who 

God is and what God does and has done in our lives. Jesus is that 

example. He came not to be served, but to serve others. (Matthew 

20:28)  

I challenge you as you are asked to serve, please say yes. Follow Jesus’ 

example — not as a duty but as a joy!    

Love,  Brad 

 

From our From our From our DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTDISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTDISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT   2013 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE  

& TRAINING DAY 

Saturday, November 16th  

8:30am-1:00pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Creation-Aldersgate UMC 

4320 Bruce Rd, Chesapeake 23321 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE  

9:00 am 

District members at-large to  

2014 AC will be elected at  

District Conference. 

Ballots are due Nov. 1st (see pg 3) 

Late ballots must be  

nominated from the floor. 

DISTRICT TRAINING  

10:00 am 

(Registration 8:30am & 9:45am) 

More on Page  4 

We will bid FAREWELL to the  

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

(Details to follow) 

SAVE THIS DATE:  June 8, 2014 
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“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its 

many parts form     one body, so it is with Christ.”  

     (1 Corinthians 12:12) 

 

An older couple made the tough decision to downsize into an Assisted Living Facility, 

one of the facilities where I work.   On fixed income and frail, and with no children 

to help them, they faced the challenge of moving the way they’d faced all the 

challenges in their 60 plus years of marriage. They faced it with faith and tenacity. 

Their pastor told me that word quietly spread throughout their church about their decision. On the day 

proceeding the day they were to move, a group of men with strong backs and trucks, carried boxes, 

helped pack and hauled things away to a storage unit and for a garage sale. And then moved the things 

they would need to their new home. This, indeed, was the Body of Christ in action. 

Recall, that if you’ve ever injured an arm or a leg, you know that the rest of your body compensates for 

it.   Other parts of the body carry the load and help do the job the weaker or injured part is unable to 

do.    This way, the weaker part can rest and heal. 

We need to do the same thing to one another in our churches. When one member is in need and has a 

task too hard for him to handle, the rest of the congregation should pitch in.    In fact, you might say, 

when it comes to helping each other in the Body of Christ, we all have a part to play. 

Shalom, 

Keith 

 FROM OUR DISTRICT LAY LEADER 

 

keith.willyard@cox.net   

(757) 479-0232 

Campus Ministry Matters 

According to a May 17, 2013 article on CNN.com, a student graduating in 2013 had an 

average student loan debt of $35,200.   

We have seen how the recent recession, sequestration and shutdown has affected 

government workers and older workers.  These recent events have also made it harder for students 

graduating from college to find jobs that will help them pay down these debts. 

We are blessed in the United Methodist Church to be a connectional system.  One of the things we do 

each November is celebrate United Methodist Student Day and collect an offering to provide for 

scholarships and loans for United Methodist students currently enrolled in college and graduate 

school.  These gifts enable our students to be more financially prepared for the world we live in. 

If your church has not collected this offering this year, please consider giving directly to the United 

Methodist Student Day Offering at http://www.umcgiving.org/  Search for Student Day and click the link 

"Donate Now."  

Rev. John Haynes, Jr. 

Wesley Foundation at Old Dominion University 

 

http://www.umcgiving.org/
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The month of November is a time of thanks, a time for family and friends to get together to 

celebrate, a time of preparation, a time for traditions, but also an 

opportunity to make new traditions. What are we doing to reach out to the 

people in our communities who do not have family and friends to visit or 

who may not come through our church doors, but long for that experience 

of being part of the celebration? One article that I came across is entitled 

“Fresh Ideas for Your Church Thanksgiving Celebrations.” Here is a link to 

that article: http://www.lifeway.com/Article/pastor-Thanksgiving-Fresh-ideas

-for-your-church-Thanksgiving-celebrations. For more ideas on including 

children and families in the spirit of Thanksgiving and outreach, check out some articles from 

Children’s Ministry magazine at http://childrensministry.com/search?q=thanksgiving&x=0&y=0. In 

particular there is an article, “A Season of Thanks,” that outlines six great service projects that teach kids to give back to 

their peers, families and community. 

Remembering our veterans is another important date in November. United Methodist Communications 

has resources available for churches to welcome home veterans, resources for a Sunday service or an off-

site celebration/commemoration, and links for how to stay involved with veterans and their families 

throughout the year at http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.8826327/k.D6F/

Welcome_Home_Veteran_My_Son_My_Daughter.htm. 

Advent begins on December 1 this year, but planning is already underway in most churches. There are resources here 

at the District office to borrow.  A Different Kind of Christmas, by Mike Slaughter; Advent A to Z, by Sharon Harding and 

John Indermark; Advent Services, by David G. Rogne; Finding Bethlehem in the Midst of Bedlam, by James W. Moore; A 

thrill of Hope (The Christmas Story in Word and Art), presented by Emory, Candler School of Theology are some of the 

resources available. Rethink Church has ideas for “A Life-giving Christmas” that you can download from their website at 

http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.6231833/k.690A/Rethink_Church_Advent.htm. The Lewis Center for 

Church Leadership recently published an article about adding an off-site Christmas Eve Service this year. The author, Mack 

Strange, writes that, “On Christmas Eve people want to remember. For a few moments on Christmas Eve, they want to go 

to their proverbial home and believe that there can be peace on earth and good will 

toward all.” Venues he suggests for a service include: bars, hospitals, hotels, malls, 

nursing homes, police or fire stations, and restaurants. You can read the entire article 

or subscribe to their weekly newsletter at http://www.churchleadership.com/. 

Finally, let me remind you about our District Conference and 

Leadership Training Day on November 16 at New Creation/

Aldersgate in Chesapeake. You can register online at 

www.elizabethriverdistrict.org and click on “Training Day” on the 

left of the home page, or send a registration form to the district 

office, P.O. Box 12654, Norfolk, VA 23451 or fax to 473-1790. 

Registration deadline is November 4, so please sign up today.  I look 

forward to seeing you there! 

Shalom,  

Ellen eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org 

IN  CONCERT  

“Made For More“ 

CD RELEASE 

NOVEMBER 10, 2013 ~ 7 p.m.   

(doors open at 6:30) 

 
RESERVE YOUR TICKETS NOW!  

$5.00 
Messiahumc1989@gmail.com 

757 436-1682 
 

MESSIAH U. M. CHURCH 
411 Dominion Blvd, Chesapeake 

messiahunitedmethodist.com 

DISTRICT  PROGRAM COORDINATOR  

 

Annual Conference DISTRICT member-at-large  

Nomination Profile available on district webpage.  

If you are not your church’s delegate to A.C. & would like to represent the 

Elizabeth River District, you need to get your name on the ballot for election 

at the District Conference, Nov. 16. You may submit your profile online or 

download a document to email , fax or snail mail due Nov 1st. 

Online Submission DEADLINE is NOV. 5th 

 ...to reach out to the 

people in our 

communities who 

do not have family 

and friends to visit 

or who may not 

come through our 

church door... 

http://www.lifeway.com/Article/pastor-Thanksgiving-Fresh-ideas-for-your-church-Thanksgiving-celebrations
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/pastor-Thanksgiving-Fresh-ideas-for-your-church-Thanksgiving-celebrations
http://childrensministry.com/search?q=thanksgiving&x=0&y=0
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.8826327/k.D6F/Welcome_Home_Veteran_My_Son_My_Daughter.htm
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.8826327/k.D6F/Welcome_Home_Veteran_My_Son_My_Daughter.htm
http://www.umcom.org/site/c.mrLZJ9PFKmG/b.6231833/k.690A/Rethink_Church_Advent.htm
http://www.churchleadership.com/
http://www.elizabethriverdistrict.org
mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
mailto:Messiahumc1989@gmail.com
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Elizabeth River District 
Conference & Training Day 

Saturday, November 16, 8:30am – 1:00pm 
New Creation UMC – Aldersgate Campus  

4320 Bruce Road, Chesapeake, VA 23321 
     Telephone number: 757-484-8217 

The entire 3-pg TRAINING WORKSHOP 

FORM with WORKSHOP DETAILS  

is available to download  

on the district webpage, 

ElizabethRiverDistrict.org/trainform. 

(A) WORKSHOPS 10:00 – 11:35 am 

Choose only 1 

___BEING A MISSIONAL CHURCH 

___GRANT FUNDING FOR MINISTRY 

___MAKING DISCIPLES – CHURCH COUNCIL 

___ROLE OF THE TRUSTEES 

___STUDENT MINISTRY/DNOW WEEKEND RETREAT 

___CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES 

 

8:30 – 9:00 am             Check-In and Light Refreshments  

9:00 – 9:45 am District Conference 

9:45 – 10:00 am Break with Light Refreshments 

10:00 – 11:25 am  Workshops (A & C) 

11:35am – 1:00pm Workshops (B)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Register online:  
www.elizabethriverdistrict.org/

trainform!! 
 

… or send completed registration form  
no later than November 4th   

by mail to: Elizabeth River District, P. O. Box 12654, Norfolk, VA 23541-0654; by fax to: 473-1790; 

     or by e-mail to: eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org  

 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  R E G I S T R A T I O N    F O R M   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

    Name ______________________________ Phone _________________  E-mail ____________________________________ 

    Address______________________________________________   Church ___________________________________ 

Workshop (A) Choice: ______________________________  Alternate (A) Choice: _____________________________ 

Workshop (B) Choice: ______________________________  Alternate (B) Choice: _____________________________ 

OR … DO NOT CHOOSE FROM Group A or Group B … and choose from Group C …. 

Workshop (C) Choice:  ______________________________  Alternate C Choice: ______________________________ 

NEED CHILDCARE FOR THIS MANY CHILDREN: _____  AGE(S): _______ 

 

While this is a free event, you need to register so that ample materials are available for you.  
Questions? Call Ellen Clements/District Office at (757) 473-1592. 

(B) WORKSHOPS 11:35 am – 1:00 pm 
Choose only 1 

___ALL TO HEAR GOD’S CALL/ LAY LEADER 

___VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION 101 

(C) FULL-TIME WORKSHOPS 10m – NOON or 1pm  

If you select one of these DO NOT CHOOSE an (A) OR (B) class 
 

___FINANCE: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  

 ___SOCIAL MEDIA FOR CHURCHES 

___STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Choose A + B  or C (alone) 

http://www.elizabethriverdistrict.org
mailto:eclements@elizabethriverdistrict.org
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CHURCH POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

PIANIST/ORGANIST [Heritage UMC, Virginia Beach]  

Currently seeking a part-time pianist/organist. The candidate is currently expected to play for a weekly Wednesday 

evening rehearsal (mid-August through mid-July) and play for one Sunday morning worship service and other special 

occasions (Thanksgiving, Christmas, Christmas Eve and Easter services, etc.). Candidates should have proficient 

keyboard skills, a working knowledge of a variety of music styles, genre and repertoire with a willingness to try new 

things as appropriate for worship experiences in a changing congregational environment. Please send your resume 

and a letter of interest to: Heritage United Methodist Church, 815 Baker Road, Virginia Beach, 23462, att: Dr. Don 

Krudop. For more information, call Dr. Krudop, Director of Music, at (757- 635-0905), or email him at: 

dkrudop@mac.com Thanks! In harmony, Don  

 

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT DIRECTOR  (part-time) [Foundry UMC, Virginia Beach] 

Position is based on 18-20 hours per week. Youth ministry or similar experience is required; a Bachelor’s degree is 

preferred. 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COORDINATOR  (part-time) [Foundry UMC, Virginia Beach] 

Position is based on 10-15 hours per week.  This position involves coordinating the educational programs within the 

church, recruiting volunteers to implement these programs, and growing disciples within the church.  

DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES (part-time) [Grace UMC, Newport News]   

Experience required. The youth director would use innovative and creative ways to reach out to the youth and 

families in the community to help grow our children’s and youth ministry program. 

 

For more jobs opportunities check the VA Conference website www.vaumc.org/jobs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 7th   ~  9am to 2pm 
Contact:  Ruthann Sulik 

757-468-5240 

ruliamau@yahoo.com 

to be a vendor  --  limited spaces 

Crafts, Food, Fun!!! 

Supports UMW missions!! 

3396 Stoneshore Rd, Va Beach 

  757-468-3511 

2nd Annual 

mailto:dkrudop@mac.com
http://www.vaumc.org/jobs
mailto:ruliamau@yahoo.com
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ELIZABETH RIVER DISTICT 

www.elizabethrivermen.org 

ER District UMM Banquet 

Each year our men’s banquet honors Life 

Members and Pastors, so we look forward 

to having you attend.  The Reverend Dr. 

Jen Wilson will be the guest speaker at our 

banquet at Hickory UMC in Chesapeake on 

January 14th. 

 

 We expect a sell-out crowd so contact Andrew Kissell, ERDMM 

Team Leader soon to reserve your seat.  Dr. Wilson is a well-known for making church more men friendly 

and, as a direct result, more family friendly. 

 

I encourage you to watch the video, Amazing Grace: a Church for Men (http://vimeo.com/37779171).  

Dr. Wilson applies principles she learned from David Murrow’s book, “Why Men Hate Going to Church”, 

in making a difference for United Methodists. It’s hard enough for male pastors to attract men to worship, 

but Pastor Wilson has demonstrated her ability to overcome these challenges. Murrow has been very 

honest about the challenges female pastors like Wilson face in reaching men: 

Female-led churches are 20 percent more likely to have a gender gap. 

Denominations that have opened their doors widest to female leadership 

are in the steepest decline. 

Female ministers are overwhelmingly liberal, while most men hold more 

conservative views. 

The Bible pre-supposes male leadership in the church. God could have sent his daughter, but he sent 

his son, who recruited 12 men to live and die with him. This example alone shows us how 

important male leadership is to the church. 

It’s now possible for a boy to grow up in church and never see a man in a position of leadership, 

which pretty much guarantees he will not stay active in the church as a teen. 

We expect a special night of fellowship and a dynamic speaker to honor our 

Pastors and our Life Members.  The price for the dinner has not yet been set, 

but as in the past, Methodist Men who purchase a ticket will be able to bring 

a guest, such as their spouse, for no additional charge.  We know that both 

men and women will not want to miss this event. See you there! 

Princess Anne Plaza UMC 

 

 

is in need of gently-used clothing & coats. 

Please call Larry at the church office, 340-5775. 

 

Or drop them off  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Sunday. 

(208 South Plaza Trail, Va Beach) 

 

 

http://vimeo.com/37779171
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Friday, November 23rd  
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Jolliff United Methodist Church 
 

Featuring: 

CROSSWORD 

Grace Harbor Praise Band 

Jolliff UMC Praise Band 
 
 

ALL are invited to come out for food, fun,  

fellowship and most importantly  

wonderfully vibrant and energetic Praise Music. 
 

Pizza, Drinks and Ice cream  
will be served between bands. 

 

1900 Jolliff Road., Chesapeake 

755-488-2784 

 www.jolliffumc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 9th ,   10am - 

2:30pm 

with: 

Huge Homemade Bake Sale 

BBQ 

Lady’s Boutique,  

Children’s Boutique 

Books & Media Sale 

lots & lots of Vendors 

 

488-2784 

 1900 Jolliff Rd, Chesapeake 

www.jolliffumc.org 

ELIZABETH RIVER  

DISTRICT YOUTH 
meeting at Oak Grove  

this year! 

Second Monday 

 each month 

7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

See you there! 

 

(427 N Battlefield Blvd, Ches) 

http://www.jolliffumc.org
http://www.jolliffumc.org
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DISTRICT CALENDAR 

Office Location:  815 Baker Rd. Suite 301, Virginia Beach 

Phone:  757.473.1592   Fax:  757.473.1790 

Email:  ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org    

District Website:  ElizabethRiverDistrict.org 

Conference Website:  vaumc.org  

In the Virginia Conference  

United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 12654 

Norfolk, VA  23541-0654 

VA Conference Bishop .................. Young Jin Cho 

District Superintendent  .......... Bradford L. Phillips  

District Office Manager ......... Deborah L. Hanson 

District Finance Secretary  ........ Tammy A. Waters 

District Program Coordinator ..... Ellen J. Clements 

District Treasurer  ..........................  Mary R. Stroh 

District Lay Leader ....................  Keith E. Willyard 

District Webmaster ... Dominica “Dee” Guagliardo 

1-3 UMM Retreat, Blackstone 

1  Deadline Nomination Profile 

4  Deadline Training Regist. 

 6 CLERGY meeting, Deep Creek8:30-11am 

11 Dist. YOUTH, Oak Grove, 7-8:30pm 

14 Dist. Finance Mtg, district office, 4pm 

16th (Sat.) DISTRICT CONFERENCE & TRAINING (see pp. 1,3,4) 

22 UMW Prayer Breakfast, Community (VB),  9am 

28-29 THANKSGIVING OBSERVANCE —Office Closed 

 

 

1 ADVENT begins 

5 Historical Society,  

Lynnhaven, 6:30pm 

7 UMW Breakfast, 

 New Creation, 9am 

11 CLERGY Christmas Lunch, 

 Red Lobster (Ches) 11:30am 
ElizabethRiverDistrict@vaumc.org 

 

THE NEXT CHANNEL MARKERWILL BE A DECEMBER/JANUARY ISSUE 

 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95097502

